The Book of Joel: Number Fifteen
Overview of the Article
In this article I contend that the opening verses of Joel chapter one carry profound covenant significance when understood through the prophetic symbol of four generations. Joel begins his song of the vineyard by aligning the book with the final generation — the “chosen generation” of 1 Peter 2, the 144,000 who are called at 9/11, chosen during the Midnight Cry, and proven faithful at the Sunday law. This fourth generation stands in direct contrast with the generation of vipers that is spewed out of the Lord’s mouth. The entire testimony is framed by the voice of Christ as the voice of many waters, flowing from Eden through the rivers of Shinar (Ulai and Hiddekel), the Jordan, and into the final outpouring of the latter rain. Moses as the alpha and Christ as the omega both illustrate deliverance through waters, while the two rivers represent the scattering of God’s people by the king of the north and the testing process that culminates at the Sunday law. The article traces how the waters of prophecy, beginning in Eden, reach their climax in the sealing and lifting up of the 144,000 as an ensign, even as Laodiceans rejoice in the counterfeit flood of church-state union.

Statistics: 
38 paragraphs, 142 sentences, 68 distinct biblical/historical lines.

Eight Discussion Questions for Group Study
1. How does the symbol of “four generations” in Genesis 15 connect Joel chapter one to the final work of the 144,000, and what does this mean for us living in the fourth generation?

2. In what ways does the “voice of many waters” tie together the rivers of Eden, the Jordan, the Ulai, and the Hiddekel with the latter rain message?

3. How do Moses as alpha and Christ as omega illustrate the same covenant pattern that is being repeated in the history of modern spiritual Israel?

4. Why is the pool of Siloam (Shiloah) such a critical test for both the blind man in John 9 and king Ahaz in Isaiah 7–8, and how does that same test apply today?

5. What is the prophetic significance of the two marriages of Jacob (Leah and Rachel) in relation to the 1844 marriage and the current testing process?

6. How do the two lions (Assyria and Babylon) and the two rivers represent the work of the king of the north in the final crisis?

7. What does the article reveal about the connection between the Midnight Cry, the sealing, and the lifting up of the ensign of the 144,000?

8. If the voice of Christ is the voice of many waters, what practical difference should that make in how we approach the study of prophecy and the latter rain message?

