The Book of Daniel - Number One-Hundred and Eighty
The Prophetic Intersection of Rome, the Maccabees, and Modern Times

Overview
In this article I contend that the league formed between the Maccabean Jews and Rome, beginning in 161 BC and finalized around 158 BC, is a critical prophetic symbol that parallels the soon-coming Sunday law in the United States. The article traces the sequence in Daniel chapter eleven, showing how Rome first enters prophetic history in 200 BC at the Battle of Panium to establish the vision, then defeats the Seleucids and gains control of Judea in 63 BC on the Day of Atonement, typifying the image of the beast and church-state union at the Sunday law. The Maccabean Revolt, the rededication of the temple in 164 BC (Hanukkah), and the subsequent league with Rome illustrate how a professed defense of God’s temple can produce an illicit alliance between church and state, bearing the fruit of Pharisee-ism that is now manifesting in modern Protestant support for political power. Trump is typified by Antiochus Magnus and Mattathias, while the globalist progressive movement is typified by the Seleucids and Greek Hellenization. The article identifies that the same principles of church-state union that led the Maccabees to form a league with Rome are repeating today as apostate Protestantism rallies behind MAGA-ism, preparing the way for the papacy to step forward and enforce the mark of its authority. These lines demonstrate that the final test is not merely political but is the same spirit of rebellion that combined church and state in ancient times, culminating in the Sunday law of verse sixteen.

Statistics: 
23 paragraphs, 92 sentences, 58 distinct biblical/historical lines.

Eight Discussion Questions for Group Study
1. How does the league between the Maccabean Jews and Rome (161–158 BC) serve as a prophetic warning for the church-state union we see forming in the United States today?

2. In what ways does the article show that Rome’s entrance into history in 200 BC at the Battle of Panium “establishes the vision,” and what does that mean for Daniel 11:40–45?

3. Why is the rededication of the temple in 164 BC (Hanukkah) significant in the typology of a professed defense of God’s truth that still leads to an unholy alliance?

4. How do the figures of Antiochus Magnus, Mattathias, and the Pharisees connect to modern political and religious movements such as Trump and MAGA-ism?

5. What parallel does the article draw between the Seleucid imposition of Greek culture and the current globalist “woke-ism” movement?

6. Why is it important to recognize that both the Maccabees and the Pharisees came out of the same revolt, yet produced very different spiritual fruit?

7. How does the timing of the league with Rome (161–158 BC) help us understand the progressive nature of the image-of-the-beast formation leading to the Sunday law?

8. If the same principles that led ancient Israel into a league with Rome are repeating today, what practical lessons should the 144,000 be learning right now?

