Testimony 7-18-26
A note from my wife: Shortly after Mom went on hospice, she came to live with me and my husband. I hoped we would have more time with her and that she might do well for longer, but her health declined much faster than we expected. During the time she lived with us, our days were filled with love—shared meals, prayers, reading, talks, and ordinary moments that I now treasure deeply. As her needs grew and the days became harder, caring for her became one of the most difficult and sacred journeys I have ever walked. This song reflects both the sweetness and the sorrow of that time—the gift of having her close, the pain of watching her suffer, and the way God’s grace was still present even when I could not understand the road before us. My hope is in Jesus, who knows our grief, carries us through suffering, and promises that death is not the end. In loving memory of Vicki Welk February 1, 1955 – June 26, 2026 Lyrics: 

[Verse 1] We cleared a room and made a place where you could feel at home, Then gathered close around the table so you’d never feel alone. We tried new meals and laughed together, lingered when we could, And somehow even simple evenings felt especially good. We read and prayed together, talked of Jesus and His care, And found a deeper closeness in the time we got to share. Those days were filled with little things I never thought would end, It was a season in our lives that I’d gladly live again. 
[Chorus] The time you lived with us held laughter, loss, and grace, The bright and simple moments, then the trials we had to face. It changed the way I loved you, changed the way I prayed, Taught me how to keep on giving when I felt my strength would fade. I could not keep the darkness from descending in the end, But I walked the road beside you as your daughter and your friend. 
[Verse 2] At first the changes came so slowly, they were hard to recognize, You needed more time resting as the weeks went quietly by. I knew that you were struggling, but couldn’t fully see How far you had been fading while you still seemed close to me. Then love became the helping when you could not stand alone, The watching through the night to keep you safe inside our home. I tried each little thing I could to somehow make things right, And learned a heart can keep on giving through the fear and sleepless nights. 
[Chorus] The time you lived with us held laughter, loss, and grace, The bright and simple moments, then the trials we had to face. It changed the way I loved you, changed the way I prayed, Taught me how to keep on giving when I felt my strength would fade. I could not keep the darkness from descending in the end, But I walked the road beside you as your daughter and your friend.
[Verse 3] You’d say, “I can’t believe you’re still here caring for me,” And every time, we told you there was nowhere else we’d be. You wondered how we carried on through every changing day, And worried all the weight of it would wear our strength away. You’d thank us for the little things and say we’d done our best, Then tell us how you loved us and that you were truly blessed. Though illness changed so much of life and took your strength away, Your love was still the clearest thing you showed us every day. 
[Verse 4] Then days became a vigil as your last reserves would fade, And every hour brought choices that left me so afraid. I lifted, watched, and cared for you through every growing need, Still searching for some answer that might bring you rest and peace. I prayed that I could spare you from the suffering and pain, But every hope of helping seemed to slip away again. I learned how fear could fill a room and still leave space for grace, And how a heart can keep on giving when it feels it might break. [Bridge] I asked God why He let you walk A road you feared would come. I prayed that He would take the pain And let your battle soon be done. I still don’t understand it all; Some answers never came. But when your words were almost gone, You still remembered Jesus’ name. And somewhere in those final days, Through fear I could not hide, I learned that love is sometimes staying When you cannot make things right. 
[Final Chorus] The time you lived with us held laughter, loss, and grace, And now those precious moments are the ones I still embrace. It changed the way I loved you, changed the way I prayed, And left a mark upon my heart that time cannot erase. I could not keep the darkness from descending in the end, But I walked the road beside you as your daughter and your friend. 
[Outro] Now I carry every moment, all the tender and the hard, Every laugh around the table, every prayer within my heart. You came and shared our home with us and changed the life we knew, And now so many parts of home still make us think of you.
