Psalm 83
Psalm 83: seventeen enemies, God’s “hidden ones,” and a wheel
This may be the most directly related calculated witness.
Psalm 83 describes a confederacy against God and His people. It says they have taken counsel against God’s “hidden ones.”
Verses 6–8 name ten members of the confederacy:
1. Edom 
2. Ishmaelites 
3. Moab 
4. Hagarenes 
5. Gebal 
6. Ammon 
7. Amalek 
8. Philistines 
9. Tyre 
10. Assur 
Verses 9–11 then name seven former enemies whose overthrow is invoked:
1. Midianites 
2. Sisera 
3. Jabin 
4. Oreb 
5. Zeeb 
6. Zebah 
7. Zalmunna 
Thus:
10 confederate enemies
+ 7 historical enemies
────────────────────────
17 named enemy powers
Then comes this prayer:
“O my God, make them like a wheel.”
Psalm 83 therefore contains:
· God’s hidden ones
· A confederacy against God 
· Ten plus seven enemies 
· An attempt to possess the houses of God 
· A wheel
· Judgment upon the confederacy 
· The final recognition that Jehovah is Most High over all the earth. 
The text never prints the total “seventeen”; the total comes from counting the names. Nevertheless, considering that the article is entitled The Hidden History, describes seventeen as a point where Ezekiel’s wheels intersect, and deals with confederated powers, Psalm 83 deserves serious attention.


The Dragon
The dragon and beasts: seven heads plus ten horns
Revelation repeatedly gives the dragon-and-beast structure as:
7 heads + 10 horns = 17
It occurs in:
· The great red dragon — Revelation 12:3 
· The sea beast — Revelation 13:1 
· The scarlet beast — Revelation 17:3 
Revelation 17 then interprets the heads and horns in terms of kingdoms and kings. 
This is especially relevant because Article 23 directly places the dragon, false prophet, beast, and image-of-the-beast history within its seventeen-year lines. 
A necessary caution: heads and horns are different prophetic symbols, so Scripture does not explicitly say, “Add them together and call them seventeen.” Nevertheless, the repeated seven-and-ten architecture is difficult to dismiss when studying how seventeen is constructed.



Noah’s Flood
The connection comes directly from comparing Genesis 7:11, Genesis 7:24, and Genesis 8:3–4 in the KJV.
1. The Flood begins on the 17th day
Genesis 7:11 (KJV)
“In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, the seventeenth day of the month, the same day were all the fountains of the great deep broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened.”
So the catastrophic phase of the Flood begins specifically on day 17 of the second month.
This is plainly associated with judgment: the same event destroys the wicked world while Noah and those with him are preserved in the ark.
2. The waters prevail for 150 days
Genesis 7:24 (KJV)
“And the waters prevailed upon the earth an hundred and fifty days.”
Then Genesis 8 repeats that number:
Genesis 8:3 (KJV)
“And the waters returned from off the earth continually: and after the end of the hundred and fifty days the waters were abated.”
So Scripture deliberately gives us the duration: 150 days.
3. The ark rests on another 17th day
Immediately afterward:
Genesis 8:4 (KJV)
“And the ark rested in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, upon the mountains of Ararat.”
That produces the striking structure:
2nd month, 17th day → 150 days → 7th month, 17th day
The ancient reckoning reflected in the narrative uses 30-day months for this interval:
· 2/17 → 3/17 = 30 days 
· 3/17 → 4/17 = 30 
· 4/17 → 5/17 = 30 
· 5/17 → 6/17 = 30 
· 6/17 → 7/17 = 30 
Total = 150 days.
So this isn't merely noticing that the number 17 occurs twice. The chronology itself connects the two seventeenths.
What makes the symbolism especially interesting
On the first 17th, God's judgment breaks upon the old world:
“the fountains of the great deep broken up”
On the second 17th, the vessel containing God's preserved people comes to rest:
“the ark rested”
So I would phrase the conclusion carefully:
The KJV does not explicitly say, “17 is the number of judgment and preservation.” But it unquestionably constructs the Flood chronology around these two seventeenth days. The first marks the outbreak of the judgment; the second marks the resting of the ark that carried the remnant safely through that judgment.
That gives you a very strong biblical pattern:
17 → judgment begins → 150 days → 17 → preserved remnant rests
And there is another detail worth noticing. Genesis 8:1 places God's remembrance of Noah right in the transition:
“And God remembered Noah, and every living thing, and all the cattle that was with him in the ark…”
Thus the pattern isn't merely 17 = destruction. It is much closer to judgment together with deliverance through judgment. The same Flood that destroys one class preserves another.


Rehoboam’s Seventeen Years
Rehoboam’s seventeen years: division, images, and temple loss
Rehoboam reigned seventeen years.
His accession is the history in which the kingdom was divided. During his reign Judah:
· Built high places 
· Established images and groves 
· Followed the abominations of surrounding nations 
· Was invaded by Egypt 
· Lost the treasures of the house of the Lord 
· Replaced shields of gold with shields of brass 
The KJV places the seventeen-year reign directly beside the testimony concerning images, false worship, temple loss, and continuing warfare. 
This is a substantial parallel to the articles’ seventeen-year period from AD 313 to AD 330:
· A kingdom is divided. 
· False worship develops. 
· Images are established. 
· The true things of the sanctuary are diminished or displaced. 
The division of Israel happened at the beginning of Rehoboam’s reign, not at its seventeenth-year conclusion, so the parallel is thematic rather than an exact chronological replay.


Wicked King Ahaz
Ahaz begins in the seventeenth year: foreign alliance and counterfeit worship
Ahaz began to reign in the seventeenth year of Pekah. 
His history contains:
· Dependence upon the king of Assyria 
· Temple silver and gold sent to Assyria 
· A foreign altar seen at Damascus 
· The pattern of that altar sent back to Jerusalem 
· Urijah the priest building the counterfeit altar 
· The authentic brazen altar displaced 
· Temple furniture altered 
· “The covert for the sabbath” turned from the house of the Lord for the king of Assyria. 
This is a powerful seventeen-associated history of:
· Church-state or religious-political compromise 
· Submission to a foreign king 
· A counterfeit pattern of worship 
· A compliant priesthood 
· Displacement of the true altar 
· A Sabbath-related alteration 
Here the seventeenth year is a synchronism marking the beginning of Ahaz’s reign, not the duration of the apostasy. But the thematic relationship to the image-of-the-beast question is unusually close.


The seventeenth priestly and prophetic courses
First Chronicles gives:
· The seventeenth priestly course to Hezir — 1 Chronicles 24:15 
· The seventeenth musical-prophetic course to Joshbekashah — 1 Chronicles 25:24 
First Chronicles 25 describes these musicians as separated for service to prophesy with harps, psalteries, and cymbals. 
Ezra 2:36–39 also records 1,017 descendants of Harim among the returning priests after Babylonian captivity. 
These are not all standalone seventeens—the Ezra number is one thousand and seventeen—but together they associate seventeen with:
· An organized priesthood 
· Prophetic testimony and praise 
· Temple service 
· Restoration after Babylon 
That fits the articles’ identification of Ezekiel, Peter, and the 144,000 as a final priesthood.


Joseph and Jacob’s Paired Seventeens
Joseph was seventeen when the history of his rejection, separation from his family, and eventual elevation began.
Later, Jacob lived seventeen years in Egypt under Joseph’s care. 
The symmetry is notable:
· Jacob cared for Joseph through Joseph’s first seventeen years. 
· Joseph cared for Jacob through Jacob’s final seventeen years. 
Between those two seventeens are:
· Rejection by brethren 
· Humiliation 
· Exaltation 
· Preservation during famine 
· Reunion 
· Blessing 
· Adoption and inheritance through Ephraim and Manasseh 
I would classify this as a legitimate supporting witness, though less directly connected to the political lines in the articles.


The 153 fish: the seventeenth triangular number
The number 153 is:
1 + 2 + 3 + ... + 17 = 153
Therefore, 153 is the seventeenth triangular number. 
In John 21:
· Simon Peter draws the net. 
· It contains 153 great fish. 
· Despite the multitude, the net is not broken. 
Ezekiel 47 describes the river from the temple producing healing and a “very great multitude of fish,” with fishers spreading their nets. 
This deserves notice because:
· The articles align Peter, John, and Ezekiel in the sealing-time priesthood. 
· Article 23 closes by identifying Ezekiel 40 onward with the temple and water of life filling the world. 
· John 21 joins Peter, a complete net, and 153 fish. 
· Ezekiel 47 joins the temple river, healing, fishermen, nets, and a multitude of fish. 
I would call this an intriguing and coherent mathematical witness, but not place it on the same evidentiary level as the Flood or Jeremiah 32 because the KJV never explicitly calls 153 “seventeen.”


Seventeen Sheckels
Jeremiah’s seventeen shekels: redemption, sealing, witnesses, and restoration
Jeremiah 32 may be the strongest contextual witness of all.
The setting is the siege of Jerusalem in the time of Zedekiah. Babylon is about to take the city—the same Zedekiah and Jerusalem history emphasized throughout the articles. 
Jeremiah is told to buy a field because:
· The right of inheritance belongs to him. 
· The right of redemption belongs to him. 
· He pays seventeen shekels. 
· He subscribes the evidence. 
· He seals it. 
· He takes witnesses. 
· There is both a sealed copy and an open copy. 
· The evidence is preserved in an earthen vessel for many days. 
· God promises that houses, fields, and vineyards will again be possessed in the land. 
The line is striking:
Right of redemption
        ↓
Seventeen shekels
        ↓
Evidence sealed
        ↓
Witnesses
        ↓
Preserved many days
        ↓
Inheritance restored
This unites nearly every major theme under discussion:
· Zedekiah 
· Siege and judgment 
· Jerusalem’s fall 
· Sealing 
· Witnesses 
· Redemption 
· Inheritance 
· Restoration after captivity 
It also connects directly to the Jubilee, because Leviticus 25 joins Jubilee with the redemption of land and the return of each person to his possession. 
Strong’s and the seven-plus-ten structure
The Hebrew behind Jeremiah 32:9 expresses the amount as:
seven shekels and ten of silver
The KJV renders the total as “seventeen shekels.” The principal numerical words are H7651, seven, and H6235, ten. 
That corresponds exactly with the corrected Raphia–Panium division:
Jeremiah’s price:       7 + 10 = 17
Raphia–Panium line:    10 + 7 = 17
That does not prove that every seventeen must be divided into seven and ten, but it gives us a legitimate Biblical reason to watch for that structure.


Roman Conquerors
Romans 8: seven plus ten things that cannot separate the faithful
Romans 8:35 names seven trials:
1. Tribulation 
2. Distress 
3. Persecution 
4. Famine 
5. Nakedness 
6. Peril 
7. Sword 
Romans 8:38–39 then names ten additional powers or conditions:
1. Death 
2. Life 
3. Angels 
4. Principalities 
5. Powers 
6. Things present 
7. Things to come 
8. Height 
9. Depth 
10. Any other creature 
That gives another seven-plus-ten construction:
7 earthly trials
+ 10 powers or conditions
─────────────────────────
17 attempted separators
The verdict in the middle is that God’s people are “more than conquerors,” and the conclusion is that none of these can separate them from the love of God in Christ. 
This provides the preservation side of seventeen:
· The faithful pass through tribulation. 
· They are accounted as sheep for slaughter. 
· Yet they are not separated from Christ. 
· They emerge as conquerors. 
That resembles the sealing-time principle in the articles: judgment and crisis surround the faithful, but God keeps and preserves them.

