“The coming of Christ, as announced by the first angel’s message,

was understood to be represented by the coming of the

bridegroom. The widespread reformation under the proclamation of

His soon coming, answered to the going forth of the virgins. In this

parable, as in that

of Matthew 24, two classes are represented. All

had taken their lamps, the Bible, and by its light had gone forth to

meet the Bridegroom. But while ‘they that were foolish took their

lamps, and took no oil with them,’ ‘the wise took oil in their vessels

with their lamps.’

The latter class had received the grace of God,

the regenerating, enlightening power of the Holy Spirit, which

renders His word

a lamp to the feet and a light to the path. In the

fear of God they had studied the Scriptures to learn the truth, and

had earnestly sought for purity of heart and life. These had a

personal experience, a faith in God and in His word, which could

not be overthrown

by disappointment and delay. Others ‘took their

lamps, and took no oil with them.” They had moved from impulse.

Their fears had been excited by the solemn message, but they had

depended upon the faith of their brethren, satisfied with the

flickering light of good emotions, without a thorough understanding

of the truth or a genuine work of grace in the heart. These had gone

forth to meet the

Lord, full of hope In the prospect of immmediate

reward; but they were not prepared for delay and disappointment.

When trials came, their faith failed, and their lights burned dim.

““While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept.’ By the

tarrying of the bridegroom is represented the passing of the time

when the Lord was
delay.’

expected, the disappointment, and the seeming
" The Great Controversy, 394, 395.

ﬂl’he first and second messages were given in 1843
and 1844, and we are now under the proclamation of

the third; but all three of the messages are still to be
proclaimed. It is just as essential now as ever before
that they shall be repeated to those who are seeking
for the truth. By pen and voice we are to sound the
proclamation, showing their order, and the application
of the prophecies that bring us to the third angel’s
message. There cannot be a third without the first and
second. These messages we are to give to the world In
publications, in discourses, showing In the line of
prophetic history the things that have been and the

things that will be.” Selected Messages, book 2, 1(&
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“The parable of the ten virgins of Matthew 25 also illustrates the experience of the Adventist people.” The Great Controversy, 393.

“] am often referred to the parable of the ten virgins, five of whom were wise, and five foolish. This parable has been and will be fulfilled to the very letter, for it has a special application to this time,

and, like the third angel’s message, has been fulfilled and will continue to be present truth till the close of time.” Review and Herald, August 19, 1890.
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