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Habakkuk’s Two Tables #12 
THE HISTORY OF CHRIST 

DARKNESS BEFORE CHRIST 

“Before the days of Christ, men asked in vain, ‘What is truth?’ Darkness covered 

the earth, and gross darkness the people. Even Judea was shrouded in gloom, although 

the voice of God spoke to them in His oracles. The truth of God had been silenced by the 

superstition and traditions of its professed interpreters, and contention, jealousy, and 

prejudice divided the professed children of God. Then was a Teacher sent from God, 

even Him who was the Way, the Truth, and the Life.” Fundamentals of Christian 

Education, 238–239. 

 

DARKNESS BEFORE MILLERITES 

“He [William Miller] could see hypocrisy, darkness, and death everywhere. His 

spirit was stirred within him. God called him to leave his farm, as He called Elisha to 

leave his oxen and the field of his labor to follow Elijah. With trembling, William Miller 

began to unfold to the people the mysteries of the kingdom of God, carrying his hearers 

down through the prophecies to the second advent of Christ. With every effort he gained 

strength. As John the Baptist heralded the first advent of Jesus and prepared the way for 

His coming, so William Miller and those who joined with him proclaimed the second 

advent of the Son of God.” Early Writings, 229–230. 

 

TIME OF THE END 

Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall 

conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. Isaiah 7:14.  

 

INCREASE OF KNOWLEDGE 

JOSEPH 

Matthew 1:18–25 

SIMEON AND ANNA 

Luke 2:25–38 

SHEPHERDS 

Luke 2:8–18 

WISE MEN FROM THE EAST 

Matthew 2:1–12 

FLIGHT TO EGYPT 

Matthew 2:13–21 

 

MESSAGE FORMALIZED 

Matthew 3:1–12 
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REFORM MESSAGE 

“Thousands were led to embrace the truth preached by William Miller, and 

servants of God were raised up in the spirit and power of Elijah to proclaim the message. 

Like John, the forerunner of Jesus, those who preached this solemn message felt 

compelled to lay the ax at the root of the tree, and call upon men to bring forth fruits meet 

for repentance. Their testimony was calculated to arouse and powerfully affect the 

churches and manifest their real character. And as the solemn warning to flee from the 

wrath to come was sounded, many who were united with the churches received the 

healing message; they saw their backslidings, and with bitter tears of repentance and deep 

agony of soul, humbled themselves before God. And as the Spirit of God rested upon 

them, they helped to sound the cry, ‘Fear God, and give glory to Him; for the hour of His 

judgment is come.’” Early Writings, 233. 

 

WORLDWIDE 

Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judaea, and all the region round 

about Jordan. Matthew 3:5. 

 

MESSAGE EMPOWERED 

Matthew 3:13–17 

 

TESTING PROCESS MARKED 

Matthew 4:1–10 

 

THE FOUNDATION LAID 

“John had been called to lead out as a reformer. Because of this, his disciples 

were in danger of fixing their attention upon him, feeling that the success of the work 

depended upon his labors, and losing sight of the fact that he was only an instrument 

through which God had wrought. But the work of John was not sufficient to lay the 

foundation of the Christian church. When he had fulfilled his mission, another work 

was to be done, which his testimony could not accomplish. His disciples did not 

understand this. When they saw Christ coming in to take the work, they were jealous and 

dissatisfied.” The Desire of Ages, 181. 

 

TIME OF THE MILLERITES 

 “The warning has come: Nothing is to be allowed to come in that will disturb the 

foundation of the faith upon which we have been building ever since the message 

came in 1842, 1843, and 1844.” Review and Herald, April 14, 1903. 

 

ACTION OF THE ENEMIES 

And one of them, named Caiaphas, being the high priest that same year, 

said unto them, Ye know nothing at all, Nor consider that it is expedient for us, 

that one man should die for the people, and that the whole nation perish not. 

And this spake he not of himself: but being high priest that year, he prophesied 

that Jesus should die for that nation; And not for that nat ion only, but that also 
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he should gather together in one the children of God that were scattered abroad. 

Then from that day forth they took counsel together for to put him to death. 

John 11:49–53. 

 

MANIFESTATION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

“The midnight cry was not so much carried by argument, though the Scripture 

proof was clear and conclusive. There went with it an impelling power that moved the 

soul. There was no doubt, no questioning. Upon the occasion of Christ’s triumphal 

entry into Jerusalem, the people who were assembled from all parts of the land to keep 

the feast, flocked to the Mount of Olives, and as they joined the throng that were 

escorting Jesus, they caught the inspiration of the hour, and helped to swell the shout, 

‘Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord!’ [Matthew 21:9.] In like manner did 

unbelievers who flocked to the Adventist meetings—some from curiosity, some merely 

to ridicule—feel the convincing power attending the message, ‘Behold, the Bridegroom 

cometh!’” Spirit of Prophecy, volume 4, 250–251. 

 

JUDGMENT 

“Five hundred years before, the Lord had declared by the prophet Zechariah, 

‘Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem. Behold, thy King 

cometh unto thee. He is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and 

upon a colt the foal of an ass.’[1 Zechariah 9:9.] Had the disciples realized that Christ 

was going to judgment and to death, they could not have fulfilled this prophecy. 

“In like manner, Miller and his associates fulfilled prophecy, and gave a message 

which inspiration had foretold should be given to the world, but which they could not 

have given had they fully understood the prophecies pointing out their disappointment, 

and presenting another message to be preached to all nations before the Lord should 

come. The first and second angels’ messages were given at the right time, and 

accomplished the work which God designed to accomplish by them.” The Great 

Controversy, 405. 

 

TIME OF THE MILLERITES 

“The prophecies present a succession of events leading down to the opening of 

the judgment. This is especially true of the book of Daniel. But that part of his prophecy 

which related to the last days, Daniel was bidden to close up and seal ‘to the time of the 

end.’ Not till we reach this time could a message concerning the judgment be proclaimed, 

based on the fulfillment of these prophecies. But at the time of the end, says the prophet, 

‘many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.’” The Great Controversy, 

355–356. 

 

DISAPPOINTMENT 

“Like the first disciples, William Miller and his associates did not, themselves, 

fully comprehend the import of the message which they bore. Errors that had been long 

established in the church prevented them from arriving at a correct interpretation of an 

important point in the prophecy. Therefore, though they proclaimed the message which 

God had committed to them to be given to the world, yet through a misapprehension of 

its meaning they suffered disappointment.” The Great Controversy. 351–352. 
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WORK & BACKSLIDING 

“Vividly they recalled the scene beside the sea when Jesus had bidden them 

follow Him. They remembered how, at His command, they had launched out into the 

deep, and had let down their net, and the catch had been so abundant as to fill the net, 

even to breaking. Then Jesus had called them to leave their fishing boats, and had 

promised to make them fishers of men. It was to bring this scene to their minds, and to 

deepen its impression, that He had again performed the miracle. His act was a renewal of 

the commission to the disciples. It showed them that the death of their Master had not 

lessened their obligation to do the work He had assigned them. Though they were to be 

deprived of His personal companionship, and of the means of support by their former 

employment, the risen Saviour would still have a care for them. While they were doing 

His work, He would provide for their needs. And Jesus had a purpose in bidding them 

cast their net on the right side of the ship. On that side He stood upon the shore. That was 

the side of faith. If they labored in connection with Him,—His divine power combining 

with their human effort,—they could not fail of success.” The Desire of Ages, 810.   

 

TIME OF THE MILLERITES 

“Had Adventists, after the great disappointment in 1844, held fast their faith 

and followed on unitedly in the opening providence of God, receiving the message of the 

third angel and in the power of the Holy Spirit proclaiming it to the world, they would 

have seen the salvation of God, the Lord would have wrought mightily with their efforts, 

the work would have been completed, and Christ would have come ere this to receive 

His people to their reward. But in the period of doubt and uncertainty that followed the 

disappointment, many of the advent believers yielded their faith. . . . Thus the work was 

hindered, and the world was left in darkness. Had the whole Adventist body united upon 

the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus, how widely different would have been 

our history!” Evangelism, 695. 

 

TIME OF CYRUS 

Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the 

commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem  unto the Messiah the Prince 

shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built 

again, and the wall, even in troublous times. Daniel 9:25. 

 

NEHEMIAH 

“By messengers from Judea the Hebrew patriot learned that days of trial had 

come to Jerusalem, the chosen city. The returned exiles were suffering affliction and 

reproach. The temple and portions of the city had been rebuilt; but the work of 

restoration was hindered, the temple services were disturbed, and the people kept in 

constant alarm by the fact that the walls of the city were still largely in ruins.” 

Prophets and Kings, 628.   
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THE FOURTH DECREE—PENTECOST 

“The advent movement of 1840–44 was a glorious manifestation of the power of 

God; the first angel’s message was carried to every missionary station in the world . . . 

“The work will be similar to that of the Day of Pentecost.” The Great Controversy, 

611. 

 

LIFE OR DEATH 

“I was pointed back to the proclamation of the first advent of Christ. John was 

sent in the spirit and power of Elijah to prepare the way of Jesus. Those who rejected the 

testimony of John were not benefited by the teachings of Jesus. Their opposition to the 

message that foretold His coming placed them where they could not readily receive the 

strongest evidence that He was the Messiah. Satan led on those who rejected the message 

of John to go still farther, to reject and crucify Christ. In doing this they placed 

themselves where they could not receive the blessing on the day of Pentecost, which 

would have taught them the way into the heavenly sanctuary. The rendering of the veil of 

the temple showed that the Jewish sacrifices and ordinances would no longer be received. 

The great Sacrifice had been offered and had been accepted, and the Holy Spirit which 

descended on the day of Pentecost carried the minds of the disciples from the earthly 

sanctuary to the heavenly, where Jesus had entered by His own blood, to shed upon His 

disciples the benefits of His atonement. But the Jews were left in total darkness. They lost 

all the light which they might have had upon the plan of salvation, and still trusted in 

their useless sacrifices and offerings. The heavenly sanctuary had taken the place of the 

earthly, yet they had no knowledge of the change. Therefore they could not be benefited 

by the mediation of Christ in the holy place. 

“Many look with horror at the course of the Jews in rejecting and crucifying 

Christ; and as they read the history of His shameful abuse, they think they love Him, and 

would not have denied Him as did Peter, or crucified Him as did the Jews. But God who 

reads the hearts of all, has brought to the test that love for Jesus which they professed to 

feel. All heaven watched with the deepest interest the reception of the first angel’s 

message. But many who professed to love Jesus, and who shed tears as they read the 

story of the cross, derided the good news of His coming. Instead of receiving the message 

with gladness, they declared it to be a delusion. They hated those who loved His 

appearing and shut them out of the churches. Those who rejected the first message could 

not be benefited by the second; neither were they benefited by the midnight cry, which 

was to prepare them to enter with Jesus by faith into the most holy place of the heavenly 

sanctuary. And by rejecting the two former messages, they have so darkened their 

understanding that they can see no light in the third angel’s message, which shows the 

way into the most holy place. I saw that as the Jews crucified Jesus, so the nominal 

churches had crucified these messages, and therefore they have no knowledge of the way 
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into the most holy, and they cannot be benefited by the intercession of Jesus there. Like 

the Jews, who offered their useless sacrifices, they offer up their useless prayers to the 

apartment which Jesus has left; and Satan, pleased with the deception, assumes a 

religious character, and leads the minds of these professed Christians to himself, working 

with his power, his signs and lying wonders, to fasten them in his snare.” Early Writings, 

259–261. 

MOSES 

DARKNESS 

“Notwithstanding the Lord’s witnesses were clothed in sackcloth, they continued 

to prophesy throughout the entire period of 1260 years. In the darkest times there were 

faithful men who loved God’s word, and were jealous for his honor. To these loyal 

servants were given wisdom, power, and authority to declare his truth during the whole of 

this time. 

“‘And when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out 

of the bottomless pit shall make war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill 

them. And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great city, which spiritually is 

called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified.’ [Revelation 11:7–8.] 

“These events were to take place near the close of the period in which the 

witnesses testified in sackcloth. Through the medium of the papacy, Satan had long 

controlled the powers that ruled in Church and State. The fearful results were especially 

apparent in those countries that rejected the light of the Reformation. There was a state of 

moral debasement and corruption similar to the condition of Sodom just prior to its 

destruction, and to the idolatry and spiritual darkness that prevailed in Egypt in the 

days of Moses.” Sprit of Prophecy, volume 4, 190. 

 

TIME OF THE END 

Exodus 2:1–10 

LIKE UNTO ME 

Deuteronomy 18:15–19; Acts 3:22–24; 7:37 

 

MESSAGE FORMALIZED 

Exodus 3:2–10 

 

MESSAGE EMPOWERED—EXODUS 4:24–26 

“As Moses journeyed to Egypt, the angel of the Lord met him, and assumed a 

threatening posture, as though he would slay him. He did not explain the reason for his 

appearance in this manner, but Moses knew that there was a cause. He was going to 

Egypt in obedience to the express command of God; therefore the journey must be right. 

He at once remembered that his youngest son had not been circumcised. In compliance 

with the wishes of Zipporah, he had postponed the ceremony, contrary to the divine 

requirement. Now the wife, fearful that her husband might be slain, overcame her 

feelings of undue affection for her son, and performed the rite herself. After this, the 

angel let Moses go. In his mission to Pharaoh, he was to be placed in a perilous position, 

where his life would be exposed to the will of the king, if God did not by his power, 

through the presence of angels, preserve him. While Moses was living in neglect of 
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one of God’s positive commands, his life would not be secure; for angels could not 

protect him in disobedience.” Signs of the Times, February 26, 1880. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TESTING PROCESS 

“The Lord appeared unto Abraham, and said unto him, ‘I am the Almighty God. 

Walk before me, and be thou perfect. And I will make a covenant between me and thee, 

and will multiply thee exceedingly.’ ‘And I will establish my covenant between me and 

thee, and thy seed after thee, in their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be a God 

unto thee, and to thy seed after thee. 

“He then required of Abraham and his seed, circumcision, which was a circle 

cut in the flesh, as a token that God had cut them out and separated them from all nations 

as his peculiar treasure. By this sign they solemnly pledged themselves that they would 

not intermarry with other nations; for by so doing they would lose their reverence for 

God and his holy law, and would become like the idolatrous nations around them.” Spirit 

of Prophecy, volume 1, 262. 

 

BAPTISM 

“The vows which we take upon ourselves in baptism embrace much. In the name 

of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit we are buried in the likeness of Christ’s death 

and raised in the likeness of His resurrection, and we are to live a new life. Our life is to 

be bound up with the life of Christ. Henceforth the believer is to bear in mind that he is 

dedicated to God, to Christ, and to the Holy Spirit. He is to make all worldly 

considerations secondary to this new relation. Publicly he has declared that he will no 

longer live in pride and self-indulgence. He is no longer to live a careless, indifferent life. 

He has made a covenant with God.” Testimonies, volume 6, 98.   

 

REFORM MESSAGE 

“In their bondage the Israelites had to some extent lost the knowledge of God’s 

law, and they had departed from its precepts. The Sabbath had been generally 

disregarded, and the exactions of their taskmasters made its observance apparently 

impossible. But Moses had shown his people that obedience to God was the first 

condition of deliverance; and the efforts made to restore the observance of the Sabbath 

had come to the notice of their oppressors.” Patriarchs and Prophets, 258. 

 

FOUNDATION 

“‘The importance of the Sabbath as the memorial of creation is that it keeps ever present 

the true reason why worship is due to God’—because He is the Creator, and we are His 

creatures. ‘The Sabbath therefore lies at the very foundation of divine worship, for it teaches 

this great truth in the most impressive manner, and no other institution does this. The true ground 

of divine worship, not of that on the seventh day merely, but of all worship, is found in the 

distinction between the Creator and His creatures. This great fact can never become obsolete, and 
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must never be forgotten.’—J. N. Andrews, History of the Sabbath, chapter 27.” The Great 

Controversy, 437. 

 

ACTION OF THE ENEMIES 

Ye shall no more give the people straw to make brick, as heretofore: let 

them go and gather straw for themselves. And the tale of the bricks, which they 

did make heretofore, ye shall lay upon them; ye shall not diminish ought 

thereof: for they be idle; therefore they cry, saying, Let us go and sacrifice to 

our God. Exodus 5:7–8. 

MANIFESTATION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

 “It was the hand of God, and no human influence or power possessed by Moses 

and Aaron, that wrought the miracles which they showed before Pharaoh. Those signs 

and wonders were designed to convince Pharaoh that the great ‘I AM’ had sent Moses, 

and that it was the duty of the king to let Israel go, that they might serve the living God.” 

Patriarchs and Prophets, 264. 

 

THE MIDNIGHT CRY 

And Moses said, Thus saith the Lord, About midnight will I go out into 

the midst of Egypt: And all the firstborn in the land of Egypt shall die, from the 

firstborn of Pharaoh that sitteth upon his throne, even unto the firstborn of the 

maidservant that is behind the mill; and all the firstborn of beasts. And there 

shall be a great cry throughout all the land of Egypt, such as there was none like 

it, nor shall be like it any more. Exodus 11:4–6. 

 

JUDGMENT 

“The judgment of which Egypt had first been warned, was to be the last visited. 

God is long-suffering and plenteous in mercy. He has a tender care for the beings formed 

in His image. If the loss of their harvests and their flocks and herds had brought Egypt to 

repentance, the children would not have been smitten; but the nation had stubbornly 

resisted the divine command, and now the final blow was about to fall.” Patriarchs and 

Prophets, 273. 

 

DISAPPOINTMENT 

“Upon us is shining the accumulated light of past ages. The record of Israel’s 

forgetfulness has been preserved for our enlightenment. In this age God has set His hand 

to gather unto Himself a people from every nation, kindred, and tongue. In the advent 

movement He has wrought for His heritage, even as He wrought for the Israelites in 

leading them from Egypt. In the great disappointment of 1844 the faith of His people 

was tested as was that of the Hebrews at the Red Sea.” Testimonies, volume 8, 115–

116. 

 

WORK 

“God purposed to make the occasion of speaking His law a scene of awful 

grandeur, in keeping with its exalted character. The people were to be impressed that 

everything connected with the service of God must be regarded with the greatest 

reverence. The Lord said to Moses, ‘Go unto the people, and sanctify them today and 
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tomorrow, and let them wash their clothes, and be ready against the third day: for the 

third day the Lord will come down in the sight of all the people upon Mount Sinai.’ 

During these intervening days all were to occupy the time in solemn preparation to 

appear before God. Their person and their clothing must be freed from impurity. And as 

Moses should point out their sins, they were to devote themselves to humiliation, fasting, 

and prayer, that their hearts might be cleansed from iniquity.” Patriarchs and Prophets, 

303–304. 

 

 

 

BACKSLIDING 

“The ‘mixed multitude’ had been the first to indulge murmuring and impatience, 

and they were the leaders in the apostasy that followed. Among the objects regarded by 

the Egyptians as symbols of deity was the ox or calf; and it was at the suggestion of those 

who had practiced this form of idolatry in Egypt that a calf was now made and 

worshiped. The people desired some image to represent God, and to go before them in 

the place of Moses. God had given no manner of similitude of Himself, and He had 

prohibited any material representation for such a purpose. The mighty miracles in Egypt 

and at the Red Sea were designed to establish faith in Him as the invisible, all–powerful 

Helper of Israel, the only true God. And the desire for some visible manifestation of His 

presence had been granted in the pillar of cloud and of fire that guided their hosts, and in 

the revealing of His glory upon Mount Sinai. But with the cloud of the Presence still 

before them, they turned back in their hearts to the idolatry of Egypt, and represented the 

glory of the invisible God by the similitude of an ox! . . . 

“Moses in the mount was warned of the apostasy in the camp and was directed to 

return without delay. ‘Go, get thee down,’ were the words of God; ‘thy people, which 

thou broughtest out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves: they have turned 

aside quickly out of the way which I commanded them. They have made them a molten 

calf, and have worshiped it.’ God might have checked the movement at the outset; but He 

suffered it to come to this height that He might teach all a lesson in His punishment of 

treason and apostasy.” Patriarchs and Prophets, 316–318. 

 

FINISHING THE WORK 

“The command was communicated to Moses while in the mount with God, ‘Let 

them make Me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them;’ and full directions were given 

for the construction of the tabernacle. By their apostasy the Israelites forfeited the 

blessing of the divine Presence, and for the time rendered impossible the erection of a 

sanctuary for God among them. But after they were again taken into favor with 

Heaven, the great leader proceeded to execute the divine command.” Patriarchs and 

Prophets, 343. 

 


