Habakkuk’s Two Tables #71
PART SEVEN: JOSIAH
THE WINEPRESS—JUDGES 6:11
Revelation 19:11-21; Revelation 14:14-20; Isaiah 63:1-6

GIDEON: FELLER, THRESHER
Micah 4:1-13

“Not until he fell crippled and helpless upon the breast of the covenant angel did
Jacob know the victory of conquering faith and receive the title of a prince with God. It
was when he ‘halted upon his thigh’ (Genesis 32:31) that the armed bands of Esau were
stilled before him, and the Pharaoh, proud heir of a kingly line, stooped to crave his
blessing. So the Captain of our salvation was made ‘perfect through sufferings’ (Hebrews
2:10), and the children of faith ‘out of weakness were made strong,” and ‘turned to flight
the armies of the aliens’ (Hebrews 11:34). So do ‘the lame take the prey’ (Isaiah 33:23),
and the weak become ‘as David,” and ‘the house of David . . . as the angel of the Lord’
(Zechariah 12:8).” Thoughts from the Mount of Blessing, 62—63.

Thou didst march through the land in indignation, thou didst thresh the
heathen in anger. Habakkuk 3:12.

“This, will not take place, until Jesus has finished his priestly office in the
Heavenly Sanctuary, and lays off his priestly attire, and puts on his most kingly robes,
and crown, to ride forth on the cloudy chariot, to ‘thresh the heathen in anger,” and
deliver his people.” A Word to the Little Flock, 12.

Isaiah 41:10-16

Thus saith the Lord; Behold, I will raise up against Babylon, and against
them that dwell in the midst of them that rise up against me, a destroying wind;
And will send unto Babylon fanners, that shall fan her, and shall empty her
land: for in the day of trouble they shall be against her round about. . .

For lIsrael hath not been forsaken, nor Judah of his God, of the Lord of hosts;
though their land was filled with sin against the Holy One of Israel. Flee out of the midst
of Babylon, and deliver every man his soul: be not cut off in her iniquity; for this is the
time of the Lord’s vengeance; he will render unto her a recompense. Babylon hath been
a golden cup in the Lord’s hand, that made all the earth drunken: the nations have
drunken of her wine; therefore the nations are mad. Babylon is suddenly fallen and
destroyed: howl for her; take balm for her pain, if so be she may be healed. We would

have healed Babylon, but she is not healed: forsake her, and let us go every one into his
own country: for her judgment reacheth unto heaven, and is lifted up even to the skies.
The Lord hath brought forth our righteousness: come, and let us declare in Zion the work
of the Lord our God. . .

O thou that dwellest upon many waters, abundant in treasures, thine end is
come, and the measure of thy covetousness. The Lord of hosts hath sworn by himself,



saying, Surely I will fill thee with men, as with caterpillars; and they shall lift up a shout
against thee. . .

The portion of Jacob is not like them; for he is the former of all things: and Israel
is the rod of his inheritance: the Lord of hosts is his name. Thou art my battle ax and
weapons of war: for with thee will I break in pieces the nations, and with thee will |
destroy kingdoms; And with thee will | break in pieces the horse and his rider; and
with thee will 1 break in pieces the chariot and his rider; With thee also will I break
in pieces man and woman; and with thee will I break in pieces old and young; and
with thee will 1 break in pieces the young man and the maid; | will also break in
pieces with thee the shepherd and his flock; and with thee will | break in pieces the
husbandman and his yoke of oxen; and with thee will | break in pieces captains and
rulers. And I will render unto Babylon and to all the inhabitants of Chaldea all their evil
that they have done in Zion in your sight, saith the Lord. Behold, | am against thee, O
destroying mountain, saith the Lord, which destroyest all the earth: and | will stretch out
mine hand upon thee, and roll thee down from the rocks, and will make thee a burnt
mountain. And they shall not take of thee a stone for a corner, nor a stone for
foundations; but thou shalt be desolate forever, saith the Lord. . .

For thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel; The daughter of Babylon is
like a threshingfloor, it is time to thresh her: yet a little while, and the time of her
harvest shall come. . .

The violence done to me and to my flesh be upon Babylon, shall the inhabitant of
Zion say; and my blood upon the inhabitants of Chaldea, shall Jerusalem say. Therefore
thus saith the Lord; Behold, I will plead thy cause, and take vengeance for thee; and I will
dry up her sea, and make her springs dry. And Babylon shall become heaps, a
dwellingplace for dragons, an astonishment, and an hissing, without an inhabitant. . .

And | will punish Bel in Babylon, and | will bring forth out of his mouth that
which he hath swallowed up: and the nations shall not flow together any more unto him:
yea, the wall of Babylon shall fall. My people, go ye out of the midst of her, and deliver
ye every man his soul from the fierce anger of the Lord. And lest your heart faint, and ye
fear for the rumour that shall be heard in the land; a rumour shall both come one year,
and after that in another year shall come a rumour, and violence in the land, ruler against
ruler. Therefore, behold, the days come, that | will do judgment upon the graven images
of Babylon: and her whole land shall be confounded, and all her slain shall fall in the
midst of her. Then the heaven and the earth, and all that is therein, shall sing for Babylon:
for the spoilers shall come unto her from the north, saith the Lord. As Babylon hath
caused the slain of Israel to fall, so at Babylon shall fall the slain of all the earth. Jeremiah
51:1-2, 5-10, 13-14, 19-26, 33, 35-37, 44-49.

JUDGES 6:17-21
“Gideon desired some token that the one now addressing him was the same that

spoke to Moses in the burning bush.” Signs of the Times, June 23, 1881.

JUDGES 6:22-24



JUDGES 6:25-27

“The family to which Gideon belonged was grievously infected with idolatry. His
father erected at Ophrah, where he dwelt, a large altar to Baal, at which the people of the
towns worshiped. Gideon was commanded to destroy this altar, to cut down the groves
that surrounded it, and in its stead to erect an altar to Jehovah, over the rock on which the
offering had been consumed, and then to offer a sacrifice unto the Lord. Gideon faithfully
carried out these directions, performing the work by night, lest he should be compelled to
desist if he attempted it by day.

“The deliverer of Israel must declare war upon idolatry before he went to battle
with the enemies of his people. He must esteem the honor of God above the credit of his
father, and regard the divine commands as more obligatory than parental authority. . . .

“It was of great importance that the deliverance of Israel should be preceded by a
solemn protest against the worship of Baal, and an acknowledgment of Jehovah as the
only true and living God.” Signs of the Times, June 23, 1881.

JUDGES 6:27-32

“Every heart emptied of self will have the quickening energy of the Holy Spirit. It
is now that some are being worked by satanic agencies. Mark the fruit. The whole life is
one of ambitious determination to carry out their own plans and purposes, to do a special
work to exalt themselves. God puts to them the challenge, ‘Choose ye this day whom ye
will serve. If it be God, serve Him; if Baal, serve him.” But some have been fixing
themselves for a long time by a species of deception and misrepresentation and
prevarication, because they have not turned from their idols to serve the living and true
God.” Manuscript Releases, volume 21, 129.

“He has so fully established the idol self in the heart and worshiped at its shrine,
there has been no room for Jesus, no room for light, for love, for meekness, and lowliness
of heart. Self is magnified into wonderful proportions. His only hope is to die to self,
crucify self. If not, he loses that life which measures with the life of God. It is life or
death that is set before Dr. Burke. ‘Choose you this day whom ye will serve’; ‘If the Lord
be God, follow Him: but if Baal, then follow him.” I would give my own life if such a gift
would save his soul, but it would not. Though Noah, Daniel, and Job were in the land, as
I live, saith the Lord God, ‘they shall deliver neither sons nor daughters; . . . they shall
but deliver their own souls by their righteousness,” which is the imputed righteousness of
Christ.” Manuscript Releases, volume 18, 246.

“What is justification by faith? It is the work of God in laying the glory of man in
the dust, and doing for man that which it is not in his power to do for himself. When men
see their own nothingness, they are prepared to be clothed with the righteousness of
Christ.” The Faith | Live By, 111.



JUDGES 6:33-35
“The whole transaction, with the stirring appeals of Gideon, produced a powerful
effect upon the people of Ophrah. All thoughts of violence were dismissed; and when,
moved by the Spirit of the Lord. Gideon sounded the trumpet of war, they were among
the first to gather to him. He then sent messengers throughout his own tribe of Manasseh,
and also to Asher, Zebulun, and Naphtali, and all cheerfully obeyed the call.” Signs of the
Times, June 23, 1881.

JUDGES 6:36—40

“‘Ask ye of the Lord rain in the time of the latter rain; so the Lord shall make
bright clouds, and give them showers of rain.” ‘He will cause to come down for you the
rain, the former rain, and the latter rain.” In the East the former rain falls at the sowing
time. It is necessary in order that the seed may germinate. Under the influence of the
fertilizing showers, the tender shoot springs up. The latter rain, falling near the close of
the season, ripens the grain and prepares it for the sickle. The Lord employs these
operations of nature to represent the work of the Holy Spirit. As the dew and the rain are
given first to cause the seed to germinate, and then to ripen the harvest, so the Holy Spirit
is given to carry forward, from one stage to another, the process of spiritual growth. The
ripening of the grain represents the completion of the work of God’s grace in the soul. By
the power of the Holy Spirit the moral image of God is to be perfected in the character.
We are to be wholly transformed into the likeness of Christ.

“The latter rain, ripening earth’s harvest, represents the spiritual grace that
prepares the church for the coming of the Son of man. But unless the former rain has
fallen, there will be no life; the green blade will not spring up. Unless the early showers
have done their work, the latter rain can bring no seed to perfection. . . .

“Many have in a great measure failed to receive the former rain. They have not
obtained all the benefits that God has thus provided for them. They expect that the lack
will be supplied by the latter rain. When the richest abundance of grace shall be
bestowed, they intend to open their hearts to receive it. They are making a terrible
mistake. The work that God has begun in the human heart in giving His light and
knowledge must be continually going forward. Every individual must realize his own
necessity. The heart must be emptied of every defilement and cleansed for the indwelling
of the Spirit. It was by the confession and forsaking of sin, by earnest prayer and
consecration of themselves to God, that the early disciples prepared for the outpouring of
the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost. The same work, only in greater degree, must be
done now. Then the human agent had only to ask for the blessing, and wait for the Lord
to perfect the work concerning him. It is God who began the work, and He will finish His
work, making man complete in Jesus Christ. But there must be no neglect of the grace
represented by the former rain. Only those who are living up to the light they have will
receive greater light. Unless we are daily advancing in the exemplification of the active
Christian virtues, we shall not recognize the manifestations of the Holy Spirit in the latter



rain. It may be falling on hearts all around us, but we shall not discern or receive it.”
Testimonies to Ministers, 506-507.

“In the parable, all the ten virgins went out to meet the bridegroom. All had lamps
and vessels for oil. For a time there was seen no difference between them. So with the
church that lives just before Christ’s second coming. All have a knowledge of the
Scriptures. All have heard the message of Christ’s near approach, and confidently expect
His appearing. But as in the parable, so it is now. . . .

“Without the Spirit of God a knowledge of His word is of no avail. The theory of
truth, unaccompanied by the Holy Spirit, cannot quicken the soul or sanctify the heart.
One may be familiar with the commands and promises of the Bible; but unless the Spirit
of God sets the truth home, the character will not be transformed. Without the
enlightenment of the Spirit, men will not be able to distinguish truth from error, and they
will fall under the masterful temptations of Satan.

“The class represented by the foolish virgins are not hypocrites. They have a
regard for the truth, they have advocated the truth, they are attracted to those who believe
the truth; but they have not yielded themselves to the Holy Spirit’s working. They have
not fallen upon the Rock, Christ Jesus, and permitted their old nature to be broken up.
This class are represented also by the stony-ground hearers. They receive the word with
readiness, but they fail of assimilating its principles. Its influence is not abiding. The
Spirit works upon man’s heart, according to his desire and consent implanting in him a
new nature; but the class represented by the foolish virgins have been content with a
superficial work. They do not know God. They have not studied His character; they have
not held communion with Him; therefore they do not know how to trust, how to look and
live.” Christ’s Object Lessons, 406—411.

THE CLEANSINGS

“The Word of God, just as it reads, is the ground of our faith. That Word is the
sure word of prophecy, and it demands implicit faith from all who claim to believe it. It is
authoritative, containing in itself the proof of its divine origin. ‘We have not followed
cunningly-devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ, but were eye-witnesses of His majesty.” ‘He that believeth on the Son
hath everlasting life; and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of
God abideth on him.”” Signs of the Times, June 2, 1898.

Then Jerubbaal, [Let Baal Plead] who is Gideon, [Thresher] and all the people
that were with him, rose up early, and pitched beside the well of Harod [spring of terror
or trembling]: so that the host of the Midianites were on the north side of them, by the hill
of Moreh [teacher or early rain], in the valley. Judges 7:1.

THE GEOGRAPHY
Where Ahab’s house met his fate. Jerubbaal, [Let Baal Plead]. Mount Carmel.
This is where we find Megiddo. The valley is about 13 miles long. Two mountains which
were on the southern end, on the north side was Ebal, the mount of cursings, and on the



south side was Gerezim the mount of blessings. God’s enemy prophetically is on the
north.

VALLEY OF JEZREEL

“In the last days of this earth’s history, God’s covenant with his commandment-
keeping people is to be renewed. ‘In that day I will make a covenant for them with the
beasts of the field, and with the fowls of heaven, and with the creeping things of the
ground: and | will break the bow and the sword and the battle out of the earth, and 1 will
make them to lie down safely. And | will betroth thee unto me forever; yea, | will betroth
thee unto me in righteousness, and in judgment, and in loving-kindness, and in mercies. |
will even betroth thee unto me in faithfulness; and thou shalt know the Lord.’

““And it shall come to pass in that day, I will hear, saith the Lord, I will hear the
heavens, and they shall hear the earth; and the earth shall hear the corn, and the wine, and
the oil; and they shall hear Jezreel. And | will sow her unto me in the earth; and | will
have mercy upon her that had not obtained mercy; and | will say to them which were not
my people, Thou art my people; and they shall say, Thou art my God.” Hosea 2:14-23.

“‘In that day, . . . the remnant of Israel, and such as are escaped of the house of
Jacob, . . . shall stay upon the Lord, the Holy One of Israel, in truth.’ Isaiah 10:20. From
‘every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people’ there will be those who will gladly
respond to the message, ‘Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is
come.’” They will turn from every idol that binds them to this earth, and will ‘worship him
at that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.” They will free
themselves from every entanglement, and will stand before the world as monuments of
God’s mercy. Obedient to every divine requirement, they will be recognized by angels
and by men as those that ‘keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.’
Revelation 14:6-7, 12.

“‘Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that the plowman shall overtake the
reaper, and the treader of grapes him that soweth seed; and the mountains shall drop
sweet wine, and all the hills shall melt. And I will bring again the captivity of my people
of Israel, and they shall build the waste cities, and inhabit them; and they shall plant
vineyards, and drink the wine thereof; they shall also make gardens, and eat the fruit of
them. And I will plant them upon their land, and they shall no more be pulled up out of
their land which | have given them, saith the Lord thy God. Amos 9:13-15.”” Review and
Herald, February 26, 1914.

THE DOUBLE CLEANSING—JUDGES 7:2-7

“There is a lesson for us in the experience of Gideon’s army. Those whose hearts
were in the work were so earnest that they would not stop to kneel by the brook to drink,
but dipped up the water in their hands as they hurried on to the battle, and these are the
ones whom God used; while those who made deliberate preparations to drink, and took
their time for it, were sent back to their homes. The Lord God of Israel is watching every
worker, to see whether he is in earnest, whether he carries upon his heart the burden of
souls. God sees whether his servants touch these living interests with the ends of their



fingers, or whether they grasp them with all their might. If all had the interest that Knox
felt when he cried, ‘Give me Scotland, or I die!’—a wrestling with God that will not be
denied,—the Lord would work with their efforts, and would give them souls for their
hire. They would not be lifted up because of their success, nor would they for a moment
fear that someone else would receive the credit due to them; but they would be so grateful
to God for the souls saved that his praise would be in their hearts and on their lips day
and night. It is such workers that God will make mighty in his cause.

“We are altogether too faithless, and too narrow in our views. Gideon’s army
prevailed, not because of their numbers, but because in living faith they followed the
special directions of God. If we make narrow plans, we shall see very little accomplished.

“Many efforts, though made at great expense, have been in a large measure
unsuccessful because they did not meet the wants of the time or the place. For years we
have sought to impress upon our people the necessity of working more intelligently. God
would have us realize constantly that those around us are the purchase of the blood of
Christ, and that it depends very much upon our deportment and manner of labor whether
these souls are saved or lost.” Gospel Workers, 297—-298.

“When Jesus began his public ministry, he cleansed the temple from its
sacrilegious profanation. Among the last acts of his ministry was the second cleansing of
the temple. So in the last work for the warning of the world, two distinct calls are made to
the churches. the second angel’s message is, ‘Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city,
because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.” And in
the loud cry of the third angel’s message a voice is heard from heaven saying, ‘Come out
of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her
plaques. For her sins have reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her
iniquities.”” Review and Herald, December 6, 1892.

JUDGES 7:8-15

“The book that was sealed was not the book of Revelation, but that portion of the
prophecy of Daniel which related to the last days. The Scripture says, ‘But thou, O
Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end: many shall run
to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased’ (Daniel 12:4). When the book was opened,
the proclamation was made, ‘Time shall be no longer.” (See Revelation 10:6.) The book
of Daniel is now unsealed, and the revelation made by Christ to John is to come to all the
inhabitants of the earth. By the increase of knowledge a people is to be prepared to
stand in the latter days.

“‘And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting
gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and
tongue, and people, saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the
hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea,
and the fountains of waters’ (Revelation 14:6-7).

“This message, if heeded, will call the attention of every nation and kindred and
tongue and people to a close examination of the Word, and to the true light in regard to
the power that has changed the seventh-day Sabbath to a spurious sabbath. The only true
God has been forsaken, His law has been discarded, His sacred Sabbath institution has
been trampled in the dust by the man of sin. The fourth commandment, so plain and



explicit, has been ignored. The Sabbath memorial, declaring who the living God is, the
Creator of the heavens and the earth, has been torn down, and a spurious sabbath has
been given to the world in its place. Thus a breach has been made in the law of God. A
false sabbath could not be a true standard.

“In the first angel’s message men are called upon to worship God, our Creator,
who made the world and all things that are therein. They have paid homage to an
institution of the Papacy, making of no effect the law of Jehovah, but there is to be an
increase of knowledge on this subject.” Selected Messages, book 2, 105-106.

Even unto the morrow after the seventh sabbath shall ye number fifty
days; and ye shall offer a new meat offering unto the Lord. Ye shall bring out of
your habitations two wave loaves of two tenth deals: they shall be of fine flour;
they shall be baken with leaven; they are the firstfruits unto the Lord. Leviticus
23:16-17.



