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Habakkuk’s Two Tables #74 
CONCLUSION 

THE 2520 
TEACHING AND LEADING 

 “We have nothing to fear for the future, except as we shall forget the way the Lord has 
led us, and His teaching in our past history.” Life Sketches, 196. 

 
Isaiah 66:4 

 
“Again and again I have been shown that the past experiences of God’s people are not to 

be counted as dead facts. We are not to treat the record of these experiences as we would treat a 
last year’s almanac. The record is to be kept in mind, for history will repeat itself.” 
Publishing Ministry, 175. 

 
 

THE TEACHING 
“The truths that we received in 1841, ‘42, ‘43, and ‘44 are now to be studied and 

proclaimed. The messages of the first, second, and third angels will in the future be proclaimed 
with a loud voice. They will be given with earnest determination and in the power of the Spirit.” 
Manuscript Releases, volume 15, 371. 

 
May, 1842—Habakkuk 2:2 
March 22, 1844—Habakkuk 2:3, Matthew 25:5 
Summer 1844—Revelation 14:8 
August 11–17, 1844—Daniel 9:25, Leviticus 16:29–30; Matthew 25:6 
October 22, 1844—Daniel 8:14, Matthew 25:10, Revelation 3:7 
 

 THE LEADING 
“We understand the present feebleness and smallness of the work. We have had an 

experience. In doing the work God has given us, we may go trustingly forward, assured that He 
will be our efficiency. He will be with us in 1906, as He was with us in 1841, 1842, 1843, and 
1844.” Loma Linda Messages, 156. 

 
May, 1842—1843 Chart produced 
March 22, 1844—the tarry time arrives 
Summer 1844—separation from churches 
August 11–17, 1844—Midnight Cry arrives 
October 22, 1844—the door shuts 
 

HIS LEADING AND HIS TEACHING 
“I have seen that the 1843 chart was directed by the hand of the Lord, and that it 

should not be altered; that the figures were as He wanted them; that His hand was over and hid 
a mistake in some of the figures, so that none could see it, until His hand was removed.” Early 
Writings, 74. 
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THE CHART 

“In May, 1842, a General Conference was convened in Boston, Massachutes. At the 
opening of this meeting, Brethren Charles Fitch and Apollos Hale, of Haverhill, presented the 
pictorial prophecies of Daniel and John, which they had painted on cloth, with the prophetic 
numbers, showing their fulfillment. Brother Fitch in explaining from his chart before the 
Conference, said, while examining these prophecies, he had thought if he could get out 
something of the kind as here presented it would simplify the subject and make it easier for him 
to present to an audience. Here was more light in our pathway. These brethren had been doing 
what the Lord had shown Habakkuk in his vision 2,468 years before, saying, ‘Write the vision 
and make it plain upon tables, that he may run that readeth it. For the vision is yet for an 
appointed time.’ Habakkuk 2:2. 

“After some discussion on the subject, it was voted unanimously to have three hundred 
similar to this one lithographed, which was soon accomplished. They were called ‘the ‘43 
charts.’ This was a very important Conference.” The Autobiography of Joseph Bates, 263. 

  
LEADING THROUGH PROPHECY 

“It was the united testimony of Second Advent lecturers and papers, when standing on 
‘the original faith,’ that the publication of the chart was a fulfillment of Habakkuk 2:2, 3. If the 
chart was a subject of prophecy (and those who deny it leave the original faith), then it follows 
that B.C. 457 was the year from which to date the 2300 days. It was necessary that 1843 should 
be the first published time in order that ‘the vision’ should ‘tarry,’ or that there should be a 
tarrying time, in which the virgin band was to slumber and sleep on the great subject of time, just 
before they were to be aroused by the Midnight Cry.” Second Advent Review and Sabbath 
Herald, Volume I, Number 2, James White. 

  
LEADING THROUGH HIS PROVIDENCE 

“In May, 1842, a general conference was again convened in Boston, Mass. At the 
opening of this meeting Brother Charles Fitch and Apollos Hale of Haverhill, presented us the 
Visions of Daniel and John which they had painted on cloth, with the prophetic numbers and 
ending of the vision, which they called a chart. Brother Fitch, in explaining the subject said in 
substance as follows: he had been turning it over in his mind, and felt that if something of this 
kind could be done, it would simplify the subject, and make it much easier for him to present it 
to the people. Here new light seemed to spring up. These brethren had fulfilled a prophecy given 
by Habakkuk 2468 years before, where it says, ‘And the Lord answered me and said, write the 
vision and make it plain upon tables, that he may run that readeth it.’ This thing now became so 
plain to all, that it was unanimously voted to have three hundred of these charts lithographed 
forthwith, that those who felt the message may read and run with it. A camp meeting also was 
appointed for the first time, and convened the last week in June, at East Kingston, New 
Hampshire, where an immense multitude assembled to hear the glad tidings of the reign of 
Christ.” Joseph Bates, Second Advent Way Marks and High Heaps, 53. 
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REMOVING THE IF 
“I had never been positive as to any particular day for the Lord’s appearing, believing 

that no man could know the day and hour. In all my published lectures, it will be seen on the title 
page, ‘about the year 1843.’ In all my oral lectures, I invariably told my audiences that the 
periods would terminate in 1843, if there were no mistake in my calculation; but that I could not 
say the end might not come even before that time, and they should be continually prepared. In 
1842, some of my brethren preached with great positiveness the exact year, and censured 
me for putting in an IF. The public press had also published that I had fixed upon a definite 
day, the 23rd of April, for the Lord’s Advent. Therefore, in December of that year, as I could see 
no error in my reckoning, I published my belief, that sometime between March 21st, 1843, and 
March 21st, 1844, the Lord would come. Some had their minds fixed on particular days; but I 
could see no evidence for such, unless the types of the Mosaic law pointed to the feast of 
Tabernacles. 

“During the year ‘43, the most violent denunciations were heaped upon me, and 
those associated with me, by the press, and some pulpits. Our motives were assailed, our 
principles misrepresented, and our characters traduced. Time passed on: and the 21st of March, 
1844 went by, without our witnessing the appearing of the Lord. Our disappointment was great; 
and many walked no more with us.” William Miller’s Apology and Defense, 24. 

 
THE SEPARATION PROCESS BEGINS 

“I saw the people of God joyful in expectation, looking for their Lord. But God designed 
to prove them. His hand covered a mistake in the reckoning of the prophetic periods. Those 
who were looking for their Lord did not discover this mistake, and the most learned men who 
opposed the time also failed to see it. God designed that His people should meet with a 
disappointment. The time passed, and those who had looked with joyful expectation for their 
Saviour were sad and disheartened, while those who had not loved the appearing of Jesus, but 
embraced the message through fear, were pleased that He did not come at the time of 
expectation. Their profession had not affected the heart and purified the life. The passing of the 
time was well calculated to reveal such hearts. They were the first to turn and ridicule the 
sorrowful, disappointed ones who really loved the appearing of their Saviour. I saw the wisdom 
of God in proving His people and giving them a searching test to discover those who would 
shrink and turn back in the hour of trial. 

“Jesus and all the heavenly host looked with sympathy and love upon those who had with 
sweet expectation longed to see Him whom their souls loved. Angels were hovering around 
them, to sustain them in the hour of their trial. Those who had neglected to receive the heavenly 
message were left in darkness, and God’s anger was kindled against them, because they would 
not receive the light which He had sent them from heaven. Those faithful, disappointed ones, 
who could not understand why their Lord did not come, were not left in darkness. Again they 
were led to their Bibles to search the prophetic periods. The hand of the Lord was removed 
from the figures, and the mistake was explained. They saw that the prophetic periods 
reached to 1844, and that the same evidence which they had presented to show that the 
prophetic periods closed in 1843, proved that they would terminate in 1844. Light from the 
Word of God shone upon their position, and they discovered a tarrying time—‘Though it [the 
vision] tarry, wait for it.’ In their love for Christ’s immediate coming, they had overlooked the 
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tarrying of the vision, which was calculated to manifest the true waiting ones. Again they 
had a point of time. Yet I saw that many of them could not rise above their severe 
disappointment to possess that degree of zeal and energy which had marked their faith in 1843. 

“Satan and his angels triumphed over them, and those who would not receive the 
message congratulated themselves upon their farseeing judgment and wisdom in not receiving 
the delusion, as they called it. They did not realize that they were rejecting the counsel of God 
against themselves, and were working in union with Satan and his angels to perplex God’s 
people, who were living out the heaven-sent message. 

“The believers in this message were oppressed in the churches. For a time, those who 
would not receive the message were restrained by fear from acting out the sentiments of their 
hearts; but the passing of the time revealed their true feelings. They wished to silence the 
testimony which the waiting ones felt compelled to bear, that the prophetic periods extended 
to 1844. With clearness the believers explained their mistake and gave the reasons why they 
expected their Lord in 1844. Their opposers could bring no arguments against the powerful 
reasons offered. Yet the anger of the churches was kindled; they were determined not to listen 
to evidence, and to shut the testimony out of the churches, so the others could not hear it. 
Those who dared not withhold from others the light which God had given them, were shut out 
of the churches; but Jesus was with them, and they were joyful in the light of His countenance. 
They were prepared to receive the message of the second angel.” Early Writings, 235–237. 

  
THE SUMMER OF 1844 

“As his [Miller’s] work tended to build up the churches, it was for a time regarded with 
favor. But as ministers and religious leaders decided against the advent doctrine and 
desired to suppress all agitation of the subject, they not only opposed it from the pulpit, but 
denied their members the privilege of attending preaching upon the Second Advent, or 
even of speaking of their hope in the social meetings of the church. Thus the believers found 
themselves in a position of great trial and perplexity. They loved their churches and were loath 
to separate from them; but as they saw the testimony of God’s word suppressed and their 
right to investigate the prophecies denied they felt that loyalty to God forbade them to 
submit. Those who sought to shut out the testimony of God’s word they could not regard as 
constituting the church of Christ, ‘the pillar and ground of the truth.’ Hence they felt 
themselves justified in separating from their former connection. In the summer of 1844 
about fifty thousand withdrew from the churches.” The Great Controversy, 375–376. 

 
“The second angel’s message of Revelation 14 was first preached in the summer of 

1844, and it then had a more direct application to the churches of the United States, where the 
warning of the judgment had been most widely proclaimed and most generally rejected, and 
where the declension in the churches had been most rapid. But the message of the second angel 
did not reach its complete fulfillment in 1844. The churches then experienced a moral fall, in 
consequence of their refusal of the light of the advent message; but that fall was not complete.” 
The Great Controversy, 389. 

 
FANATICISM 

“It was not the proclamation of the second advent that caused fanaticism and division. 
These appeared in the summer of 1844, when Adventists were in a state of doubt and 
perplexity concerning their real position. The preaching of the first angel’s message and of the 
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‘midnight cry’ tended directly to repress fanaticism and dissension. Those who participated in 
these solemn movements were in harmony; their hearts were filled with love for one another and 
for Jesus, whom they expected soon to see. The one faith, the one blessed hope, lifted them 
above the control of any human influence, and proved a shield against the assaults of Satan. 

“‘While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept. And at midnight there was a 
cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. Then all those virgins arose, 
and trimmed their lamps.’ Matthew 25:5-7. In the summer of 1844, midway between the time 
when it had been first thought that the 2300 days would end, and the autumn of the same year, to 
which it was afterward found that they extended, the message was proclaimed in the very 
words of Scripture: ‘Behold, the Bridegroom cometh!’” The Great Controversy, 398. 

 
“Men cannot with impunity reject the warning which God in mercy sends them. A 

message was sent from heaven to the world in Noah’s day, and their salvation depended upon 
the manner in which they treated that message. Because they rejected the warning, the Spirit of 
God was withdrawn from the sinful race, and they perished in the waters of the Flood. In the 
time of Abraham, mercy ceased to plead with the guilty inhabitants of Sodom, and all but Lot 
with his wife and two daughters were consumed by the fire sent down from heaven. So in the 
days of Christ. The Son of God declared to the unbelieving Jews of that generation: ‘Your house 
is left unto you desolate.’ Matthew 23:38. Looking down to the last days, the same Infinite 
Power declares, concerning those who ‘received not the love of the truth, that they might be 
saved’: ‘For this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: that 
they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.’ 2 
Thessalonians 2:10-12. As they reject the teachings of His word, God withdraws His Spirit and 
leaves them to the deceptions which they love.” The Great Controversy, 430–431. 

 
“When those that ‘believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness’ 2 

Thessalonians 2:12, shall be left to receive strong delusion and to believe a lie, then the light 
of truth will shine upon all whose hearts are open to receive it, and all the children of the Lord 
that remain in Babylon will heed the call: ‘Come out of her, my people.’ Revelation 18:4.” 
Maranatha, 173. 

 
THE MIDNIGHT CRY 

“That which led to this movement was the discovery that the decree of Artaxerxes for the 
restoration of Jerusalem, which formed the starting point for the period of the 2300 days, went 
into effect in the autumn of the year 457 B.C., and not at the beginning of the year, as had been 
formerly believed. Reckoning from the autumn of 457, the 2300 years terminate in the autumn of 
1844.” The Great Controversy, 398. 

 
THE THINGS SEEN IN 1843 AND 1844 

“All the messages given from 1840–1844 are to be made forcible now, for there are 
many people who have lost their bearings. The messages are to go to all the churches. 

“Christ said, ‘Blessed are your eyes, for they see; and your ears, for they hear. For verily 
I say unto you, That many prophets and righteous men have desired to see those things which ye 
see, and have not seen them; and to hear those things which ye hear, and have not heard them’ 
[Matthew 13:16, 17]. Blessed are the eyes which saw the things that were seen in 1843 and 
1844. 
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“The message was given. And there should be no delay in repeating the message, for the 
signs of the times are fulfilling; the closing work must be done. A great work will be done in a 
short time. A message will soon be given by God’s appointment that will swell into a loud 
cry. Then Daniel will stand in his lot, to give his testimony.” Manuscript Releases, volume 21, 
437. 
WHAT WAS SEEN IN 1843 AND 1844? 

THE PROPHETIC PERIODS ENDED IN 1844 
“The hand of the Lord was removed from the figures, and the mistake was explained. 

They saw that the prophetic periods reached to 1844, and that the same evidence which they had 
presented to show that the prophetic periods closed in 1843, proved that they would terminate in 
1844.” Early Writings, 236. 

 
REVELATION 14:8—BABYLON IS FALLEN 

 
THE TYPES—THE SHUT DOOR 

“That which led to this movement was the discovery that the decree of Artaxerxes for the 
restoration of Jerusalem, which formed the starting point for the period of the 2300 days, went 
into effect in the autumn of the year 457 B.C., and not at the beginning of the year, as had been 
formerly believed. Reckoning from the autumn of 457, the 2300 years terminate in the autumn of 
1844.” The Great Controversy, 398. 

 
THE MESSAGE THAT BROUGHT US OUT OF THE CHURCHES 

“God is not giving us a new message. We are to proclaim the message that in 1843 and 
1844 brought us out of the other churches.” Review and Herald, January 19, 1905. 

 
THE CHART 

“In June, 1842, Mr. Miller gave his second course of lectures at the Casco Street church 
in Portland. I felt it a great privilege to attend these lectures; for I had fallen under 
discouragements, and did not feel prepared to meet my Saviour. This second course created 
much more excitement in the city than the first. With few exceptions, the different 
denominations closed the doors of their churches against Mr. Miller. Many discourses from 
the various pulpits sought to expose the alleged fanatical errors of the lecturer; but crowds of 
anxious listeners attended his meetings, and many were unable to enter the house. The 
congregations were unusually quiet and attentive.” Life Sketches, 27. 

 
“Most of my father’s family were full believers in the advent, and for bearing testimony 

to this glorious doctrine seven of us were at one time cast out of the Methodist Church. At this 
time the words of the prophet were exceedingly precious to us: ‘Your brethren that hated you, 
that cast you out for My name’s sake, said, Let the Lord be glorified: but He shall appear 
to your joy, and they shall be ashamed.’ Isaiah 66:5. 

“From this time, up to December, 1844, my joys, trials, and disappointments were like 
those of my dear Advent friends around me. At this time I visited one of our Advent sisters, and 
in the morning we bowed around the family altar. It was not an exciting occasion, and there were 
but five of us present, all women. While I was praying, the power of God came upon me as I had 
never felt it before. I was wrapped in a vision of God’s glory, and seemed to be rising higher and 
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higher from the earth, and was shown something of the travels of the Advent people to the Holy 
City, as narrated below.” Early Writings, 13. 

 
 
 
 
 

THE LORD’S HAND REMOVED 
“The hand of the Lord was removed from the figures, and the mistake was explained. 

They saw that the prophetic periods reached to 1844, and that the same evidence which they had 
presented to show that the prophetic periods closed in 1843, proved that they would terminate in 
1844.” Early Writings, 236. 

 
“Many were persecuted by their unbelieving brethren. In order to retain their position in 

the church, some consented to be silent in regard to their hope; but others felt that loyalty to God 
forbade them thus to hide the truths which He had committed to their trust. Not a few were cut 
off from the fellowship of the church for no other reason than expressing their belief in the 
coming of Christ. Very precious to those who bore this trial of their faith were the words of the 
prophet: ‘Your brethren that hated you, that cast you out for My name’s sake, said, Let the 
Lord be glorified: but He shall appear to your joy, and they shall be ashamed.’ Isaiah 66:5.” 
The Great Controversy, 372. 

 
“The parable of the ten virgins of Matthew 25 also illustrates the experience of the 

Adventist people.” The Great Controversy, 393. 
 
“I am often referred to the parable of the ten virgins, five of whom were wise, and five 

foolish. This parable has been and will be fulfilled to the very letter, for it has a special 
application to this time, and, like the third angel’s message, has been fulfilled and will continue 
to be present truth till the close of time.” Review and Herald, August 19, 1890. 
 

“There is a world lying in wickedness, in deception, and delusion, in the very shadow of 
death,—asleep, asleep. Who are feeling travail of soul to awaken them? What voice can reach 
them? My mind is carried to the future when the signal will be given, ‘Behold the 
Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet Him.’ But some will have delayed to obtain the oil for 
replenishing their lamps, and too late they will find that character, which is represented by the 
oil, is not transferable. That oil is the righteousness of Christ. It represents character, and 
character is not transferable. No man can secure it for another. Each must obtain for himself a 
character purified from every stain of sin.” Bible Echo, May 4, 1896. 

 
CAST OUT 

THE OUTCASTS OF ISRAEL 
Isaiah 66:5; Isaiah 11:12; Isaiah 5:26; Numbers 2:1–2; Isaiah 18:3; Isaiah 

11:10; Psalm 147:2; Zechariah 9:16; Isaiah 56:8; Jeremiah 30:8–21; Isaiah 
66:18–21 
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