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Habakkuk’s Two Tables #87 
 

CONCLUSION 
UNDERSTANDING THE MAREH VISION 

Daniel 10:1, 16; Revelation 10:5–7; 11:14–15, 19 
 
“In the visions given to Isaiah, to Ezekiel, and to John we see how closely heaven is 

connected with the events taking place upon the earth and how great is the care of God for those 
who are loyal to Him.” Testimonies, volume 5, 753. 

 
Daniel 10:1–6; Revelation 1:10–17 

“How many cling with great tenacity to their self-styled dignity, which is only self-
esteem. In conversation, more time is spent in talking of self than in exalting the riches of the 
grace of Christ. These persons seek to honor themselves instead of waiting in humbleness of 
heart for Christ to honor them. They would teach others how to perfect a Christian character; but 
they have not such a character themselves. They have not learned of Him who says, ‘I am meek 
and lowly of heart.’ 

“Humility is inseparable from holiness of heart. The nearer the soul comes to God, the 
more completely is it humbled and subdued. When Job heard the voice of the Lord out of the 
whirlwind, he exclaimed, ‘I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes.’ It was when Isaiah saw 
the glory of the Lord, and heard the cherubim crying, ‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts,’ that 
he cried out, ‘Woe is me, for I am undone!’ Daniel, when visited by the holy messenger, says, 
‘My comeliness was turned in me to corruption.’ Paul, after he had been caught up into the third 
Heaven, and heard things that it was not lawful for a man to utter, spoke of himself as ‘less than 
the least of all saints.’ It was the beloved John, that leaned on Jesus’s breast, and beheld his 
glory, who fell before the angels as one dead. The more closely and continuously we behold our 
Savior the less we shall see to approve in ourselves.” Signs of the Times, April 7, 1887. 

 
VISION 
MARAH: H4759—Feminine of H4758; a vision; also (causatively) a mirror: - looking glass, 
vision. 

 
Daniel 10:7–8; Exodus 30:17–21; 1 Corinthians 13:9–13; 2 Corinthians 

3:18; James 1:22–25 
“The vision given to Isaiah represents the condition of God’s people in the last days. 

They are privileged to see by faith the work that is going forward in the heavenly sanctuary. 
‘And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and there was seen in his temple the ark of his 
testament.’ As they look by faith into the holy of holies, and see the work of Christ in the 
heavenly sanctuary, they perceive that they are a people of unclean lips,—a people whose lips 
have often spoken vanity, and whose talents have not been sanctified and employed to the glory 
of God. Well may they despair as they contrast their own weakness and unworthiness with the 
purity and loveliness of the glorious character of Christ. But if they, like Isaiah, will receive the 
impression the Lord designs shall be made upon the heart, if they will humble their souls 
before God, there is hope for them. The bow of promise is above the throne, and the work 
done for Isaiah will be performed in them. God will respond to the petitions coming from the 
contrite heart. 



2 
 

“The object of this great and solemn work of God is to gather together the sheaves 
for the heavenly garner; for the earth is to be filled with the glory of the Lord. Then let none be 
dismayed as they see the prevailing wickedness and hear the language coming from unclean lips. 
When the powers of darkness set themselves in array against the people of God; when Satan 
shall muster his forces for the last great conflict, and his power seems to be great and almost 
overwhelming, the clear view of the divine glory, the throne high and lifted up, arched with the 
bow of promise, will give comfort, assurance, and peace.” Review and Herald, December 22, 
1896. 

 
SHEAVES 

“To John were opened scenes of deep and thrilling interest in the experience of the 
church. He saw the position, dangers, conflicts, and final deliverance of the people of God. He 
records the closing messages which are to ripen the harvest of the earth, either as sheaves 
for the heavenly garner or as fagots for the fires of destruction. Subjects of vast importance 
were revealed to him, especially for the last church, that those who should turn from error to 
truth might be instructed concerning the perils and conflicts before them. None need be in 
darkness in regard to what is coming upon the earth.” The Great Controversy, 341. 

 
“I then saw the third angel. Said my accompanying angel, ‘Fearful is his work. Awful is 

his mission. He is the angel that is to select the wheat from the tares, and seal, or bind, the wheat 
for the heavenly garner. These things should engross the whole mind, the whole attention.’” 
Early Writings, 119. 

  
“‘Whose fan is in His hand, and He will throughly purge His floor, and gather His wheat 

into the garner.’ Matthew 3:12. This was one of the times of purging. By the words of truth, the 
chaff was being separated from the wheat. Because they were too vain and self-righteous to 
receive reproof, too world-loving to accept a life of humility, many turned away from Jesus. 
Many are still doing the same thing. Souls are tested today as were those disciples in the 
synagogue at Capernaum. When truth is brought home to the heart, they see that their lives are 
not in accordance with the will of God. They see the need of an entire change in themselves; but 
they are not willing to take up the self-denying work. Therefore they are angry when their sins 
are discovered. They go away offended, even as the disciples left Jesus, murmuring, ‘This is an 
hard saying; who can hear it?’” The Desire of Ages, 392. 

 
CAPERNAUM 

“One matter burdens my soul: The great lack of the love of God, which has been lost 
through continued resistance of light and truth, and the influence of those who have been 
engaged in active labor, who, in the face of evidence piled upon evidence, have exerted an 
influence to counteract the work of the message God has sent. I point them to the Jewish nation 
and ask, Must we leave our brethren to pass over the same path of blind resistance, till the very 
end of probation? If ever a people needed true and faithful watchmen, who will not hold their 
peace, who will cry day and night, sounding the warnings God has given, it is Seventh-day 
Adventists. Those who have had great light, blessed opportunities, who, like Capernaum, have 
been exalted to heaven in point of privilege, shall they by non-improvement be left to darkness 
corresponding to the greatness of the light given? 
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“I wish to plead with our brethren who shall assemble at the General Conference to heed 
the message given to the Laodiceans. What a condition of blindness is theirs! This subject has 
been brought to your notice again and again, but your dissatisfaction with your spiritual 
condition has not been deep and painful enough to work reform. ‘Thou sayest, I am rich, and 
increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and 
miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked.’ The guilt of self-deception is upon our churches. The 
religious life of many is a lie.” Manuscript Releases, volume 16, 106–107. 

 
HIS OWN CITY 

“At Capernaum Jesus dwelt in the intervals of His journeys to and fro, and it came to be 
known as ‘His own city.’ It was on the shores of the Sea of Galilee, and near the borders of the 
beautiful plain of Gennesaret, if not actually upon it.” The Desire of Ages, 252. 

 
“Among the professed children of God, how little patience has been manifested, how 

many bitter words have been spoken, how much denunciation has been uttered against those not 
of our faith. Many have looked upon those belonging to other churches as great sinners, when the 
Lord does not thus regard them. Those who look thus upon the members of other churches, have 
need to humble themselves under the mighty hand of God. Those whom they condemn may have 
had but little light, few opportunities and privileges. If they had had the light that many of the 
members of our churches have had, they might have advanced at a far greater rate, and have 
better represented their faith to the world. Of those who boast of their light, and yet fail to walk 
in it, Christ says, ‘But I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the day of 
judgment, than for you. And thou, Capernaum [Seventh-day Adventists, who have had great 
light], which art exalted unto heaven [in point of privilege], shalt be brought down to hell: for if 
the mighty works, which have been done in thee, had been done in Sodom, it would have 
remained until this day. But I say unto you, That it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom 
in the day of judgment, than for thee.’ At that time Jesus answered and said, ‘I thank thee, O 
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent 
[in their own estimation], and hast revealed them unto babes.’ 

“‘And now, because ye have done all these works, saith the Lord, and I spake unto you, 
rising up early and speaking, but ye heard not; and I called you, but ye answered not; therefore 
will I do unto this house, which is called by my name, wherein ye trust, and unto the place 
which I gave to you and to your fathers, as I have done to Shiloh. And I will cast you out of 
my sight, as I have cast out all your brethren, even the whole seed of Ephraim.’ 

“The Lord has established among us institutions of great importance, and they are to be 
managed, not as worldly institutions are managed, but after God’s order. They are to be managed 
with an eye single to his glory, that by all means perishing souls may be saved. To the people of 
God the testimonies of the Spirit have come, and yet many have not taken heed to reproofs, 
warnings, and counsels. 
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“‘Here now this, O foolish people, and without understanding; which have eyes, and 
see not; which have ears, and hear not: fear ye not me saith the Lord: will ye not tremble at 
my presence, which have placed the sand for the bound of the sea by a perpetual degree, that it 
cannot pass it: and though the waves thereof toss themselves, yet can they not prevail; though 
they roar, yet can they not pass over it? but this people hath a revolting and a rebellious heart; 
they are revolted and gone. Neither say they in their heart, Let us now fear the Lord our God, that 
giveth rain, both the former and the latter, in his season: he reserveth unto us the appointed 
weeks of the harvest. Your iniquities have turned away these things, and your sins have 
withholden good things from you. . . . They judge not the cause, the cause of the fatherless, yet 
they prosper; and the right of the needy do they not judge. Shall I not visit for these things? saith 
the Lord; shall not my soul be revenged on such a nation as this?’ 

“Shall the Lord be compelled to say, ‘Pray not thou for this people, neither lift up cry nor 
prayer for them, neither make intercession to me: for I will not hear thee’? ‘Therefore the 
showers have been withholden, and there hath been no latter rain. . . . Wilt thou not from this 
time cry unto me, My father, thou art the guide of my youth?’” Review and Herald, August 1, 
1893. 

 
SHILOAH 

1 Samuel 3:15; Isaiah 6:3–13 
 


