Habakkuk’s Two Tables #91

CONCLUSION
DANIEL 12
Revelation 10:8—-11-3

“The mighty angel who instructed John was no less a personage than Jesus Christ. Setting
His right foot on the sea, and His left upon the dry land, shows the part which He is acting in the
closing scenes of the great controversy with Satan. This position denotes His supreme power and
authority over the whole earth. The controversy had waxed stronger and more determined from
age to age, and will continue to do so, to the concluding scenes when the masterly working of the
powers of darkness shall reach their height. Satan, united with evil men, will deceive the whole
world and the churches who receive not the love of the truth. But the mighty angel demands
attention. He cries with a loud voice. He is to show the power and authority of His voice to those
who have united with Satan to oppose the truth.

“After these seven thunders uttered their voices, the injunction comes to John as to
Daniel in regard to the little book: ‘Seal up those things which the seven thunders uttered.” These
relate to future events which will be disclosed in their order. Daniel shall stand in his lot at the
end of the days. John sees the little book unsealed. Then Daniel’s prophecies have their proper
place in the first, second, and third angels’ messages to be given to the world. The unsealing of
the little book was the message in relation to time.

“The books of Daniel and the Revelation are one. One is a prophecy, the other a
revelation; one a book sealed, the other a book opened. John heard the mysteries which the
thunders uttered, but he was commanded not to write them.

“The special light given to John which was expressed in the seven thunders was a
delineation of events which would transpire under the first and second angels’ messages. It
was not best for the people to know these things, for their faith must necessarily be tested. In
the order of God most wonderful and advanced truths would be proclaimed. The first and second
angels' messages were to be proclaimed, but no further light was to be revealed before these
messages had done their specific work. This is represented by the angel standing with one foot
on the sea, proclaiming with a most solemn oath that time should be no longer.” The Seventh-day
Adventists Bible Commentary, volume 7, 971.

1. 1798—FIRST MESSAGE ARRIVES

2. AUGUST 11, 1840—FIRST MESSAGE EMPOWERED

3. MAY 1842—THE 1843 CHART PUBLISHED

4. JUNE 1842—SECOND MESSAGE ARRIVES

5. MARCH 22, 1844—THE TARRYING TIME ARRIVES

6. AUGUST 12-17, 1844— SECOND MESSAGE EMPOWERED
7. OCTOBER 22, 1844—THIRD MESSAGE ARRIVES

“We have nothing to fear for the future, except as we shall forget the way the Lord has
led us, and His teaching in our past history.” Life Sketches, 196.

Revelation 22:10-11



MEASURING

“The time has come when everything is to be shaken that can be shaken, that those things
which cannot be shaken may remain. Every case is coming in review before God; He is
measuring the temple and the worshipers therein.” Testimonies, volume 7, 2109.

A MEASURING LINE
Isaiah 34:17; Lamentations 2:8; Ezekiel 40:2-3; Zechariah 2:1

THE BEGINNING

“The scripture which above all others had been both the foundation and central pillar of
the Advent faith was the declaration, ‘Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the
sanctuary be cleansed.” [Daniel 8:14.] These had been familiar words to all believers in the
Lord's soon coming. By the lips of thousands was this prophecy repeated as the watchword of
their faith. All felt that upon the events therein foretold depended their brightest expectations and
most cherished hopes. These prophetic days had been shown to terminate in the autumn of 1844.
In common with the rest of the Christian world, Adventists then held that the earth, or some
portion of it, was the sanctuary. They understood that the cleansing of the sanctuary was the
purification of the earth by the fires of the last great day, and that this would take place at the
second advent. Hence the conclusion that Christ would return to the earth in 1844,

“But the appointed time had passed, and the Lord had not appeared. The believers knew
that God’s Word could not fail; their interpretation of the prophecy must be at fault; but where
was the mistake? Many rashly cut the knot of difficulty by denying that the 2300 days ended in
1844. No reason could be given for this, except that Christ had not come at the time they
expected him. They argued that if the prophetic days had ended in 1844, Christ would then have
returned to cleanse the sanctuary by the purification of the earth by fire; and that since he had not
come, the days could not have ended.” The Great Controversy, 409.

“The Lord gave me the following view in 1847, while the brethren were assembled on the
Sabbath, at Topsham, Maine.

“We felt an unusual spirit of prayer. And as we prayed the Holy Ghost fell upon us. We
were very happy. Soon I was lost to earthly things and was wrapped in a vision of God’s glory. I
saw an angel flying swiftly to me. He quickly carried me from the earth to the Holy City. In the
city | saw a temple, which | entered. | passed through a door before | came to the first veil. This
veil was raised, and | passed into the holy place. Here | saw the altar of incense, the candlestick
with seven lamps, and the table on which was the shewbread. After viewing the glory of the
holy, Jesus raised the second veil and | passed into the holy of holies.



“In the holiest | saw an ark; on the top and sides of it was purest gold. On each end of the
ark was a lovely cherub, with its wings spread out over it. Their faces were turned toward each
other, and they looked downward. Between the angels was a golden censer. Above the ark,
where the angels stood, was an exceeding bright glory, that appeared like a throne where God
dwelt. Jesus stood by the ark, and as the saints' prayers came up to Him, the incense in the censer
would smoke, and He would offer up their prayers with the smoke of the incense to His Father.
In the ark was the golden pot of manna, Aaron’s rod that budded, and the tables of stone which
folded together like a book. Jesus opened them, and | saw the Ten Commandments written on
them with the finger of God. On one table were four, and on the other six. The four on the first
table shone brighter than the other six. But the fourth, the Sabbath commandment, shone
above them all; for the Sabbath was set apart to be kept in honor of God’s holy name. The holy
Sabbath looked glorious—a halo of glory was all around it. | saw that the Sabbath
commandment was not nailed to the cross. If it was, the other nine commandments were; and we
are at liberty to break them all, as well as to break the fourth. | saw that God had not changed the
Sabbath, for He never changes. But the pope had changed it from the seventh to the first day of
the week; for he was to change times and laws.” Early Writings, 32.

THE END
1 Peter 2:5

“Those who commune with God walk in the light of the Sun of Righteousness. They do
not dishonor their Redeemer by corrupting their way before God. Heavenly light shines upon
them. As they near the close of this earth’s history, their knowledge of Christ, and of the
prophecies relating to him, greatly increases. They are of infinite worth in God’s sight; for they
are in unity with his Son. To them the word of God is of surpassing beauty and loveliness. They
see its importance. Truth is unfolded to them. The doctrine of the incarnation is invested with
a soft radiance. They see that the Scripture is the key that unlocks all mysteries and solves
all difficulties. Those who have been unwilling to receive the light and walk in the light will be
unable to understand the mystery of godliness, but those who have not hesitated to take up the
cross and follow Jesus, will see light in God’s light.” The Southern Watchman, April 4, 1905.

THE PLUMMET
2 Kings 21:12-15; (1 Samuel 3:9-12; Jeremiah 19:3); Zechariah 4:8-12;
Isaiah 28:14-18

ISAIAH 28:14—18 AND THE COVENANT OF DEATH
OVERFLOWING SCOURGE

“As | viewed poor souls dying for want of the present truth, and some who professed to
believe the truth were letting them die by withholding the necessary means to carry forward the
work of God, the sight was too painful, and | begged of the angel to remove it from me. | saw
that when the cause of God called for some of their property, like the young man who came to
Jesus (Matthew 19:16-22) they went away sorrowful, and that soon the overflowing scourge
would pass over and sweep their possessions all away, and then it would be too late to
sacrifice earthly goods, and lay up a treasure in heaven.” Early Writings, 49.



“When the children of Israel were gathered out from among the Egyptians, the Lord said:
‘For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will smite all the first-born in the land
of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt | will execute judgment: | am the
Lord.” And ye shall take a bunch of hyssop, and dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and strike
the lintel and the two side posts with the blood that is in the basin; and none of you shall go out
at the door of his house until the morning. For the Lord will pass through to smite the Egyptians;
and when He seeth the blood upon the lintel, and on the two side posts, the Lord will pass over
the door, and will not suffer the destroyer to come in unto your houses to smite you. And ye shall
observe this thing for an ordinance to thee and to thy sons forever.” Exodus 12:12, 22-24. The
blood upon the lintel of the door symbolized the blood of Christ, who alone saved the first-born
of the Hebrews from the curse. Any one of the children of the Hebrews who was found in an
Egyptian habitation was destroyed.

“This experience of the Israelites was written for the instruction of those who should live
in the last days. Before the overflowing scourge shall come upon the dwellers of the earth, the
Lord calls upon all who are Israelites indeed to prepare for that event. To parents He sends the
warning cry: Gather your children into your own houses; gather them away from those who are
disregarding the commandments of God, who are teaching and practicing evil. Get out of the
large cities as fast as possible. Establish church schools. Give your children the word of God as
the foundation of all their education. This is full of beautiful lessons, and if pupils make it their
study in the primary grade below, they will be prepared for the higher grade above.” Testimonies,
volume 6, 194-195.

1 Peter 2:3-10

VERSE EIGHT
And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the word,
being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed.

Isaiah 8:13-18; 28:13

“Those who are in responsible positions are not to become converted to the self-
indulgent, extravagant principles of the world, for they cannot afford it; and if they could,
Christlike principles would not allow it. Manifold teaching needs to be given. “Whom shall He
teach knowledge? and whom shall He make to understand doctrine? them that are weaned from
the milk, and drawn from the breasts. For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept;
line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little.” Thus the word of the Lord is
patiently to be brought before the children and kept before them, by parents who believe the
word of God. ‘For with stammering lips and another tongue will He speak to this people. To
whom He said, This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest; and this is the
refreshing: yet they would not hear. But the word of the Lord was unto them precept upon
precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little; that
they might go, and fall backward, and be broken, and snared, and taken.” Why?—because they
did not heed the word of the Lord that came unto them.



“This means those who have not received instruction, but have cherished their own
wisdom, and have chosen to work themselves according to their own ideas. The Lord gives these
the test, that they shall either take their position to follow His counsel, or refuse and do according
to their own ideas, and then the Lord will leave them to the sure result. In all our ways, in all our
service to God, He speaks to us, ‘Give Me thine heart.’ It is the submissive, teachable spirit that
God wants. That which gives to prayer its excellence is the fact that it is breathed from a loving,
obedient heart.

“God requires certain things of His people; if they say, I will not give up my heart to do
this thing, the Lord lets them go on in their supposed wise judgment without heavenly wisdom,
until this scripture [lsaiah 28:13] is fulfilled. You are not to say, | will follow the Lord’s
guidance up to a certain point that is in harmony with my judgment, and then hold fast to
your own ideas, refusing to be molded after the Lord’s similitude. Let the question be asked,
Is this the will of the Lord? not, Is this the opinion or judgment of-----?” Testimonies to
Ministers, 419.

“*Stay yourselves, and wonder, cry ye out, and cry; they are drunken but not with wine;
they stagger; but not with strong drink. For the Lord hath poured out upon you the spirit of deep
sleep, and hath closed your eyes; the prophets and your rulers, the seers hath he covered. And the
vision of all is become unto you as the words of a book that is sealed, which men delivered to
one that is learned saying, read this, I pray thee; and he saith, I am not learned.’

““Wherefore the Lord saith, Forasmuch as this people draw near me with their mouths,
and with their lips do honor me, but have removed their hearts afar from me, and their fear
toward me is taught by the precept of men; therefore, behold, I will proceed to do a marvelous
work, and a wonder for the wisdom of their wise men shall perish, and the understanding of their
prudent men shall be hid. Woe unto them that seek deep to hide their counsel from the Lord, and
their works are in the dark, and they say, Who seeth us, and who knoweth us? Surely your
turning of things upside down shall be esteemed as the potters clay; for shall the work say of
him that made it, He made me not, or shall the thing framed say of him that framed it, He had no
understanding?’

“Every word of this will be fulfilled. There are those who do not humble their hearts
before God, and who will not walk uprightly. They hide their true purposes, and keep in
fellowship with the fallen angel, who loveth and maketh a lie. The enemy puts spirit upon the
men whom he can use to deceive those who are partially in the dark. Some are becoming imbued
with the darkness that prevails, and are setting the truth aside for error. The day pointed out by
prophecy is come. Jesus Christ is not understood. Jesus Christ is to them a fable. At this stage of
the earth's history, many act like drunken men. ‘Stay yourselves, and wonder; cry ye out, and
cry; they are drunken, but not with wine; they stagger, but not with strong drink. For the Lord
hath poured out upon you the spirit of deep sleep, and hath closed your eyes. The prophets and
your rulers, the seers hath he covered.” A spiritual drunkenness is upon many who suppose they
are the people who shall be exalted. Their religious faith is just as is represented in this Scripture.
Under its influence, they cannot walk straight. They make crooked paths in their course of
action. One and then another, they reel to and fro. They are looked upon by the Lord with great
pity. The way of truth they have not known. They are scientific schemers, and those who could
and should have helped, because of a clear spiritual eyesight, are themselves deceived, and are
sustaining an evil work.



“The developments of these last days will soon become decided. When these spiritualistic
deceptions are revealed to be what they really are,—the secret workings of evil spirits,—those
who have acted a part in them will become as men who have lost their minds.

““Wherefore the Lord saith, Forasmuch as this people draw near me with their mouth,
and with their lips do honor me, but have removed their hearts far from me, and their fear toward
me is taught by the precept of men therefore, behold I will proceed to do a marvelous work
among this people, even a marvelous work and a wonder for the wisdom of their wise men shall
perish, and the understanding of their prudent men shall be hid. Woe unto them that seek deep to
hide their counsel from the Lord, and their works are in the dark, and they say, who seeth us, and
who knoweth us? Surely your turning of things upside down shall be esteemed as the potter’s
clay; for shall the work say of him that made it, He made me not? or shall the thing framed say of
him that framed it. He had no understanding?’

“It is presented to me that in our experience we have been and are meeting this very
condition of things. Men who have had great light and wonderful privileges have taken the word
of leaders who think themselves wise, who have been greatly favored and blessed by the Lord,
but who have taken themselves out of the hands of God and placed themselves in the ranks of the
enemy. The world is to be flooded with specious fallacies. One human mind, accepting these
fallacies, will work upon other human minds, who have been turning the precious evidence of
God's truth into a lie. These men will be deceived by fallen angels, when they should have
stood as faithful guardians, watching for souls, as they that must give an account. They have laid
down the weapons of their warfare, and have given heed to seducing spirits. They make of no
effect the counsel of God and set aside his warnings and reproofs, and are positively on Satan’s
side, giving heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils.

“Spiritual drunkenness is now upon men who ought not to be staggering as men under the
influence of strong drink. Crimes and irregularities, fraud, deceit, and unfair dealing fill the
world, in accordance with the teaching of the leader who rebelled in the heavenly courts.

“History is to be repeated. | could specify what will be in the near future, but the time is
not yet. The forms of the dead will appear, through the cunning device of Satan, and many will
link up with the one who loveth and maketh a lie. I warn our people that right among us some
will turn away from the faith, and give heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils, and by
them the truth will be evil spoken of.” Battle Creek Letters, 123-125.



