The Purification of God’s Church: Series

Purification of God’s Church
A study of the purification of God’s church involves the Sunday Law, which is the means God has chosen to purify the church. It is also directly related to the close of probation for the church and is the story of forming of two classes.
1: THE FORGOTTEN TRUTHS
From a presentation by Jeff Pippenger
This study of the purification of God’s church involves the Sunday Law, because the Sunday Law is the means God has chosen to purify the church. The purification of the church is also directly related to the close of probation for the church and as we go through this study we will find that this theme is found throughout the Bible and throughout the Spirit of Prophecy. Some of these passages are truths that we are familiar with but haven’t necessarily brought them together in the context of the close of probation and the purification of God’s church. But they’re there and they’re fairly easy to see. 

The purification of God’s church is the story of the separation of the Wheat and Tares; Gold and Dross; Laodecians and Philadelphians; Sheep and Goats; Wise and Foolish Virgins; the Sealed and the Marked; and the wedding clothing.  This story is also illustrated in Ezekiel 8-12; Daniel 3; Isaiah 10-12; Zephaniah 2; and is one of the main themes in prophecy. 

Review and Herald, Apri14, 1893: “The events of the future will be discerned by prophecy, and will be understood.” We’re going to consider the events of the future and line them up to see what kind of impact they have for us. 

The ‘close of probation’ is a truth of God’s word that needs to be understood. It’s a truth that has designed into it an effect that will bring revival and reformation. We’re going to look at one of the stories in scripture that talk about the purification of God’s church; the story of the ‘wise and foolish virgins’. I want to read a passage to let you see what I mean about ‘forgotten truths’ and then show that these truths have been forgotten—but they need to be understood.  

“The events connected with the close of probation and the work of preparation for the time of trouble, are clearly presented. But multitudes have no more understanding of these important truths than if they had never been revealed. Satan watches to catch away every impression that would make them wise unto salvation, and the time of trouble will find them unready.” The Great Controversy, 594. 

Our first quote says the events of the future will be discerned and understood, and this one focuses on the events connected with the close of probation. If you’re a student of prophecy and begin to study the events connected with the close of probation, you’ll find that virtually everything that’s important to Adventists is connected with the close of probation. The fact that we are in a Laodecian condition as we approach this event, or that there is a Financial disaster that comes before this event; that there’s a false revival that comes before this event; the facts of the Day of Atonement. This close of probation comes at the Sunday law; this close of probation is the time period of the sealing of God’s people; the purification of God’s church; the Latter Rain is poured out; God’s people begin to give the Loud Cry; all of these little phrases are events that we have studied in Adventism for many years and they are directly connected with the close of probation. At the Sunday Law we know that national apostasy is followed by national ruin; which we understand as the little time of trouble. It’s also the time when Satan’s delusions begin in earnest, even though he is already doing them before the Sunday Law. The time of the Sunday Law is when Satan begins his marvelous work in the more distinct way, as described in Revelation 13. It’s also the time when persecution from outside of the church will begin, although we are going through persecution before that. These are the events connected with the close of human probation; 7 last plagues; great time of trouble; time of Jacob’s trouble; return of Christ.  
Adventists are familiar with most of these events but she says multitudes have no more understanding of these important truths than if they had never been revealed. These are the forgotten truths and we’re going to look at these in this context today because they are the truths that are designed to bring revival to God’s people; that are designed to arouse us. As we read some of the passages in the Spirit of Prophecy, listen very closely for the word arouse. We once had a pastor that before the beginning of the sermon would have two or three key words and tell the children to listen for these as he went through his presentation. Listen for the word ‘arouse’ as we consider these passages, because that is what we need in Adventism today, to be awakened, aroused to the approaching Sunday Law and everything that is connected with it. 

Testimonies 8, pg. 249: “The heavenly Teacher inquired: ‘What stronger delusion can beguile the mind than the pretense that you are building on the right foundation and that God accepts your works, when in reality you are working out many things according to worldly policy and are sinning against Jehovah? Oh, it is a great deception, a fascinating delusion, that takes possession of minds when men who have once known the truth, mistake the form of godliness for the spirit and power thereof; when they suppose that they are rich and increased with goods and in need of nothing, while in reality they are in need of everything.  

“God has not changed toward His faithful servants who are keeping their garments spotless. But many are crying, ‘Peace and safety,’ while sudden destruction is coming upon them. Unless there is thorough repentance, unless men humble their hearts by confession and receive the truth as it is in Jesus, they will never enter heaven. When purification shall take place in our ranks, we shall no longer rest at ease, boasting of being rich and increased with goods, in need of nothing. 

“Who can truthfully say: ‘Our gold is tried in the fire; our garments are unspotted by the world’? I saw our Instructor pointing to the garments of so-called righteousness. Stripping them off, He laid bare the defilement beneath. Then He said to me: ‘Can you not see how they have pretentiously covered up their defilement and rottenness of character? ‘How is the faithful city become an harlot!’ My Father’s house is made a house of merchandise, a place whence the divine presence and glory have departed! For this cause there is weakness, and strength is lacking.’ 

“Unless the church, which is now being leavened with her own backsliding, shall repent and be converted, she will eat of the fruit of her own doing, until she shall abhor herself. When she resists the evil and chooses the good, when she seeks God with all humility and reaches her high calling in Christ, standing on the platform of eternal truth and by faith laying hold upon the attainments prepared for her, she will be healed. She will appear in her God-given simplicity and purity, separate from earthly entanglements, showing that the truth has made her free indeed. Then her members will indeed be the chosen of God, His representatives. 

“The time has come for a thorough reformation to take place. When this reformation begins, the spirit of prayer will actuate every believer and will banish from the church the spirit of discord and strife. Those who have not been living in Christian fellowship will draw close to one another. One member working in right lines will lead other members to unite with him in making intercession for the revelation of the Holy Spirit. There will be no confusion, because all will be in harmony with the mind of the Spirit. The barriers separating believer from believer will be broken down, and God’s servants will speak the same things. The Lord will cooperate with His servants. All will pray understandingly the prayer that Christ taught His servants: ‘Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.’ Matthew 6:10. 

“As I hear of the terrible calamities that from week to week are taking place, I ask myself: What do these things mean? The most awful disasters are following one another in quick succession. How frequently we hear of earthquakes and tornadoes, of destruction by fire and flood, with great loss of life and property! Apparently these calamities are capricious outbreaks of seemingly disorganized, unregulated forces, but in them God’s purpose may be read. They are one of the means by which He seeks to arouse men and women to a sense of their danger. 

“The coming of Christ is nearer than when we first believed. The great controversy is nearing its end. The judgments of God are in the land. They speak in solemn warning, saying: ‘Be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.’ Matthew 24:44. 

“But there are many, many in our churches who know little of the real meaning of the truth for this time. I appeal to them not to disregard the fulfilling of the signs of the times, which says so plainly that the end is near. Oh, how many who have not sought their souls’ salvation will soon make the bitter lamentation: ‘The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved.’ 

“We are living in the closing scenes of this earth’s history. Prophecy is fast fulfilling. The hours of probation are fast passing. We have no time-not a moment-to lose. Let us not be found sleeping on guard. Let no one say in his heart or by his works: ‘My Lord delayeth His coming.’ Let the message of Christ’s soon return sound forth in earnest words of warning. Let us persuade men and women everywhere to repent and flee from the wrath to come. Let us arouse them to immediate preparation, for we little know what is before us. Let ministers and lay members go forth into the ripening fields to tell the unconcerned and indifferent to seek the Lord while He may be found. The workers will find their harvest wherever they proclaim the forgotten truths of the Bible. They will find those who will accept the truth and will devote their lives to winning souls to Christ.” Testimonies, vol. 8, 249-253. 

The promise is that we’ll have success in our evangelism when we begin to proclaim the forgotten truths of the Bible. The forgotten truths of the Bible are that God’s people are in a Laodecian condition in need of reformation. This is our need, we need to be aroused, to wake up and God’s designs that the prophetic truth that the end of the world is here, will arouse us. Not simply the end of the world, but the prophetic truth that our probation is about up. We either prepare now, or we’re lost. 

She began this passage by speaking of our Laodecian condition, and the delusion we are in—believing that everything is all right when everything is all wrong.  She says that when purification takes place in our ranks the characteristics of Laodecia will no longer be seen. When purification takes place at the Sunday Law, Laodecia is spewed out of the mouth of the Lord, and that’s why you will no longer see them in our ranks. This is what’s ahead. In three places, Sister White says that Laodecians are foolish virgins. We’re going to look very closely at the virgins in this study. The purification that takes place at the Sunday Law, takes place when we as God’s people are confronted by the close of our corporate probation as Seventh-day Adventists.

She gave a description of what this true reformation is going to be all about; we’re going to come into unity, unity that I don’t know if I’ve ever seen. I don’t know where you’ve been with your Christian experience in the recent past but I haven’t seen this type of unity where I’ve been—where we all speak the same things and that the barriers are broken down. It’s not there. This tells me that this very Laodecian condition that Sister White is warning about, is where we are. If we don’t think that this message is for us, then we are among those who think everything’s alright, when everything’s all wrong. 

We have to accept this message for ourselves, not someone else. Now as she begins to explain how this reformation will be brought about, she starts talking about the disasters that are coming in the end of the world. She says these are designed by God to arouse us—to awaken us that the end is coming. Throughout these passages, you’ll find the warning is ‘be ye also ready for in such an hour as you think not, the Son of Man cometh,’
One of the warnings in this study of the events connected with the close of probation, is that it comes suddenly and unexpectedly—it comes as a thief in the night—particularly if you refuse to listen to this message that’s designed to arouse us. In the earlier paragraph, she says there are many in our churches who don’t know what the truth for this time is. I need to say it plainly, the truth for this time—it’s a horror, it’s an abomination, it’s a tragedy, the condition of God’s church! I’m not down playing that fact. The willingness to identify the apostasy in the church, or the problems in the church, has its purpose—but that is not the warning message designed by God to awaken His people. The warning message that has been designed to awaken God’s people at the end of the world, is the message that the Sunday Law is imminent—our probation is about to close, the time of trouble is about to begin. That message can be confirmed by looking into the newspaper or turning on your radio and comparing it with the Prophetic Word. That is the message that will bring the revival to God’s people that Sister White says that we so desperately need. 

As she closes the last paragraph, she talks about the hours of probation fast passing—this is an emphasis of the Spirit of Prophecy not me—as these end time events, calling us to arouse and get ready are because our probation is about up. Then she gives us a promise that when we will take the message of evangelism to the world, what will bring fruits to our work is when we begin to proclaim the forgotten truths of the Bible.

 In GC 594, she says the events connected with the close of probation and the work of preparation for the time of trouble are clearly presented but multitudes have no more understanding of these important truths than if they had never been revealed. These are the ‘forgotten truths’. These are the truths that the pioneer movement believed even though they were mistaken, in that they thought the Lord was returning in 1844. They took these truths to the world, that you better get ready because Christ is coming and if you’re not ready—you’re lost eternally. That’s what brought power to this movement in the beginning, that’s what awoke people and that’s the same message, designed to awaken us here at the end. These have been forgotten in Adventism today. These are the ‘forgotten truths’ that if we’ll proclaim them will bring fruits to our efforts. 

Here is another indication of what this message at the end is to be if we’re going to be aroused. Read very carefully as Sister White selects from the various Bible prophets and strings them all together in an end-time scenerio, ask yourself if you are ready for these things that the prophets are talking, about because this is what’s ahead. 

The Great Controversy, 393: “When the Savior pointed out to His followers the signs of His return, He foretold the state of backsliding that would exist just prior to His second advent. There would be, as in the days of Noah, the activity and stir of worldly business and pleasure seeking-buying, selling, planting, building, marrying, and giving in marriage—with forgetfulness of God and the future life. For those living at this time, Christ’s admonition is: ‘Take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares.’ ‘Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man.’ Luke 21:34, 36.”
She emphasizes once again by referring to Christ’s words that it’s going to come unawares, suddenly, unexpectedly as an overwhelming surprise. This is one part of this message about the close of probation and the purification of God’s church. Then, while quoting Luke, she points to those that will be worthy to escape those things and she’s going to begin to tell us what those things are. Those things are part of the message that we have a responsibility to share, and those things are not nice! They’re solemn, serious, and dreadful! 

“The condition of the church at this time is pointed out in the Saviour’s words in the Revelation: ‘Thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead.’ And to those who refuse to arouse from their careless security, the solemn warning is addressed: ‘If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee.’ Revelation 3:1, 3. 

“It was needful that men should be awakened to their danger; that they should be roused to prepare for the solemn events Connected with the close of probation. The prophet of God declares: ‘The day of the Lord is great and very terrible; and who can abide it?’ Who shall stand when He appeareth who is ‘of purer eyes than to behold evil,’ and cannot ‘look on iniquity’? Joel 2:11; Habakkuk 1:13. To them that cry, ‘My God, we know Thee,’ yet have transgressed His covenant, and hastened after another god, hiding iniquity in their hearts, and loving the paths of unrighteousness-to these the day of the Lord is ‘darkness, and not light, even very dark, and no brightness in it.’ Hosea 8:2-1; Psalm 16:4; Amos 5:20. ‘It shall come to pass at that time,’ saith the Lord, ‘that I will search Jerusalem with candles, and punish the men that are settled on their lees: that say in their heart, The Lord will not do good, neither will He do evil. ‘ Zephaniah 1: 12. ‘I will punish the world for their evil, and the wicked for their iniquity; and I will cause the arrogancy of the proud to cease, and will lay low the haughtiness of the terrible. , Isaiah 13:11. ‘Neither their silver nor their gold shall be able to deliver them; ‘their goods shall become a booty , and their houses a desolation.’ Zephaniah 1:18, 13. 

“The prophet Jeremiah, looking forward to this fearful time, exclaimed: ‘I am pained at my very heart. ...I cannot hold my peace, because thou hast heard, O my soul, the sound of the trumpet, the alarm of war. Destruction Upon destruction is cried.’ Jeremiah 4:19-20. ‘That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of wasteness and desolation, a day of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness, a day of the trumpet and alarm.’ Zephaniah 1:15-16. ‘Behold, the day of the Lord cometh, ...to lay the land desolate: and He shall destroy the sinners thereof out of it.’ Isaiah 13:9. 

“In view of that great day the word of God, in the most solemn and impressive language, calls upon His people to arouse from their spiritual lethargy and to seek His face with repentance and humiliation: ‘Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound au alarm in My holy mountain: let all the inhabitants of the land tremble: for the day of the Lord cometh, for it is nigh at hand.’ ‘Sanctify a fast, call a solemn assembly: gather the people, sanctify the congregation, assemble the elders, gather the children: ...let the bridegroom go forth of his chamber, and the bride out of her closet. Let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep between the porch and the altar.’ ‘Turn ye even to Me with all your heart, and with fasting, and with weeping, and with mourning: and rend your heart, and not your garments, and turn Unto the Lord your God: for He is gracious and merciful, slow to auger, and of great kindness.’ Joel 2:1, 15-17, 12-13. 

“To prepare a people to stand in the day of God, a great work of reform was to be accomplished. God saw that many of His professed people were not building for eternity, and in His mercy He was about to send a message of warning to arouse them from their stupor and lead them to make ready for the coming of the Lord.” The Great Controversy, 309-311. 

This was speaking about the early pioneer movement. They were in the same condition in their time that we are in our time, except I believe, we are in a worse state of Laodecia. But in God’s mercy He sent this very message to them that the day of the Lord is at hand and it’s not a good day! It’s a horrible day! Now you can ask Seventh-day Adventists about the close of probation, what a privilege if we’re ready to live with the Lord when we die and our probation is closed! But are you ready to die today? 

I know from prophecy that the majority of Seventh-day Adventists are not ready to die today and be saved for eternity.  They’re going to be lost. And that’s quite a solemn question; are we really today prepared to die? But do you want to know a more solemn question than that? Are we ready today, to close our probation and live until the Lord returns? That’s even more solemn. Are we prepared to go through this horrible time that scripture and Spirit of Prophecy has been warning us of? With no mediator? Have we reached that point, because the call of prophecy today is that that time is approaching with blinding speed and always in the context that it comes as an overwhelming surprise. This is the message that is designed to arouse God’s people from their Laodecian, backslidden condition. 

This passage was speaking of the pioneer movement during the beginning of this work 1843- 1844; the 1st, 2nd, 3rd angel’s messages began during that time. One of the illustrations of both that time and our time is the parable of the ten virgins. I want you to consider some concepts about the parable of the ten virgins in relation to the close of probation and the message for the hour.

In The Great Controversy, 393, Sister White says this- “The parable of the ten virgins of Matthew 25 also illustrates the experience of the Adventist people.” 

This parable is for us. It was fulfilled in the beginning of this work and it will be fulfilled again.  We need to come to grips with the information in there. This experience, illustrated by the ten virgins, is what will give us the outline for pulling these other testimonies in the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy about the end times together. 

The parable of the ten virgins has primarily one focus, our experience as a people. When Ezekiel 8-12 goes through the same sequence of events, it is not so much talking about our experience, it’s telling us clues to identify the work that Christ is doing above in the Most Holy Place during this time period. 

Daniel 3, telling the same story, is not telling us so much about what Christ is doing in the Most Holy Place, nor our experience, but it tells us how the message which we proclaim at this time will be carried to the world. All these pieces of information in the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy about this time period, these forgotten truths connected with the events of the close of probation, all have their own angle. The one that seems most important at this time to begin with, is the parable of the ten virgins because as God’s people, this is the parable of our experience. 

Review and Herald, August 9, 1890: “When the third angel’s message is preached as it should be, power attends its proclamation, and it becomes an abiding influence. It must be attended with divine power, or it will accomplish nothing. I am often referred to the parable of the ten virgins, five of whom were wise, and five foolish. This parable has been and will be fulfilled to the very letter, for it has a special application to this time, and, like the third angel’s message, has been fulfilled and will continue to be present truth till the close of time.” 

What brought the Millerites to the condition of being awake and proclaiming that warning message in 1843-1844, was the information in the Bible that says that the time of the end was near, that probation was about to close, and the door was about to be shut and all the end time catastrophes and disasters and plagues were imminent. That will be repeated in our day. It will be repeated in the sense that this message is once again designed to arouse us from our lethargy. Other things will be repeated as well, but that’s one part of it that will be repeated.

 Early Writings 238, describing the time period of 1843-1844, says this: “This was the midnight cry, which was to give power to the second angel’s message. Angels were sent from heaven to arouse the discouraged saints and prepare them for the great work before them. The most talented men were not the first to receive this message.”
Notice: “The most talented men were not the first to receive this message!”
“Angels were sent to the humble, devoted ones, and constrained them to raise the cry, ‘Behold, the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet Him!’ Those entrusted with the cry made haste, and in the power of the Holy Spirit sounded the message, and aroused their discouraged brethren. This work did not stand in the wisdom and learning of men, but in the power of God, and His saints who heard the cry could not resist it. The most spiritual received this message first, and those who had formerly led in the work were the last to receive and help swell the cry, ‘Behold, the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet Him!”
The cry that they were making, “Behold the Bridegroom cometh!” was their belief that the return of Christ was imminent and all those events associated with the end of the world were here. 

“In every part of the land, light was given upon the second angel’s message, and the cry melted the hearts of thousands. It went from city to city, and from village to village, until the waiting people of God were fully aroused. In many churches the message was not permitted to be given, and a large company who had the living testimony left these fallen churches. A mighty work was accomplished by the midnight cry .The message was heart-searching, leading the believers to seek a living experience for themselves. They knew that they could not lean upon one another.” 

If there’s one truth in the parable of the ten virgins that comes out over and over, is it’s an individual experience. We cannot lean on one another for our salvation; we can lean on one another for faithful support, but not for our individual relationship with Christ.

The Youth’s Instructor, January 16, 1896: “We are now living in a most perilous time, and not one of us should be tardy in seeking a preparation for the coming of Christ. Let none follow the example of the foolish virgins, and think that it will be safe to wait until the crisis comes before gaining a preparation of character to stand in that time.”
Note: the Crisis is the Sunday Law—this is the place the church is purified, this is where our probation comes to an end and it’s at this crisis that our character is revealed to the world either for or against God. This is the crisis that is coming at blinding speed, and what she is saying is that we have to have our character prepared before this crisis. 

“It will be too late to seek for the righteousness of Christ when the guests are called in and examined. Now is the time to put on the righteousness of Christ,—the wedding garment that will fit you to enter into the marriage supper of the Lamb. 

“In the parable, the foolish virgins are represented as begging for oil and failing to receive it at their request. This is symbolic of those who have not prepared themselves by developing a character to stand in a time of crisis. It is as if they should go to their neighbors and say, ‘Give me your character, or I shall be lost.’ Those that were wise could not impart their oil to the flickering lamps of the foolish virgins. Character is not transferable. It is not to be bought or sold; it is to be acquired. The Lord has given to every individual an opportunity to obtain a righteous character through the hours of probation; but He has not provided a way by which one human agent may impart to another the character which he has developed by going through hard experiences, by learning lessons from the great Teacher, so that he can manifest patience under trial, and exercise faith, so that he can remove mountains of impossibility. It is impossible to impart the fragrance of love,—to give to another gentleness, tact, and perseverance. It is impossible for one human heart to pour into another the love of God and humanity. 

“But the day is coming, and it is close upon us, when every phase of character will be revealed by special temptation. Those who remain true to principle, who exercise faith to the end, will be those who have proved true under test and trial during the previous hours of their probation, and have formed characters after the likeness of Christ. It will be those who have cultivated close acquaintance with Christ, who, through His wisdom and grace, are partakers of the divine nature. But no human being can give to another, heart-devotion and noble qualities of mind, and supply his deficiencies with moral power. We can each do much for each other by giving to men a Christ like example, thus influencing them to go to Christ for the righteousness without which they cannot stand in the judgment. Men should prayerfully consider the important matter of character-building, and frame their characters after the divine model.” The Youth’s Instructor, January 16, 1896. 

This message is for each one of us today. Based on the prophetic word and what’s going on in the world, we have to develop that character now. We have to have it now, because there’s a crisis coming that is always identified in the Spirit of Prophecy in the context of coming as an overwhelming surprise. It’s coming! On the horizon! If we don’t have our character developed before that time, that crisis will illustrate it to the entire world and we will be lost. 

Review and Herald, October 17,1895: “Character is revealed by a crisis. When the earnest voice proclaimed at midnight, ‘Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him,’ the sleeping virgins roused from their slumbers, and it was seen who had made preparation for the event. Both parties were taken unawares, but one was prepared for the emergency, and the other was found without preparation. Character is revealed by circumstances. Emergencies bring out the true metal of character. Some sudden and unlooked-for calamity, bereavement, or crisis, some unexpected sickness or anguish, something that brings the soul face to face with death, will bring out the true inwardness of the character. It will be made manifest whether or not there is any real faith in the promises of the word of God. It will be made manifest whether or not the soul is sustained by grace, whether there is oil in the vessel with the lamp. 

“Testing times come to all. How do we conduct ourselves under the test and proving of God? Do our lamps go out? or do we still keep them burning? Are we prepared for every emergency by our connection with Him who is full of grace and truth? The five wise virgins could not impart their character to the five foolish virgins. Character must be formed by us as individuals.” Review and Herald, October 17, 1895. 

The second quote that we started with today said that the events connected with the close of probation have been clearly revealed. We’re going to demonstrate conclusively that probation closes for the house of God at the Sunday test. I’m not saying that it happens on one specific day, but under that test, our probation closes. That test has been designed by God to purify the church, separate the wise and foolish virgins. That test is the crisis that has been ordained by God to reveal our character and it’s always in this contest, some sudden and unlooked for calamity. Do you think the Sunday Law is maybe two or three years off? Three or four years off? It comes as an overwhelming surprise.  It’s not wise to be putting it off with that kind of faulty reasoning, there is evidence from every angle that the Sunday law could be here in a very short period of time. 

This crisis that demonstrates our character, is something that brings the soul face to face with death. If we’re confronted with the Sunday law as Seventh-day Adventists and our character hasn’t been developed to stand on the Sabbath truth, and we give in and accept the Sunday, do we not know as Seventh-day Adventists, that that is death, eternal death? That test, we understand is a life or death test for us. If we choose wrong, we’re lost eternally. This Sunday Law test is the test that’s designed to purify the church, demonstrate our character and it takes place when our probation closes. 

Here’s an interesting one from Review and Herald, March 27, 1894. We sometimes think all the virgins slept and yet the wise virgins did some kind of preparation that allowed them, when the cry at midnight came, to be saved. We must remember that even though Sister White has counseled us in several places to study every aspect of the parable of the ten virgins, parables are not flawless. In the development of a parallel there is some great and important truth to be conveyed but you’re not doing justice to the import of a parable if you try to hold absolutely, everything it said as perfect. I would suggest to you that in one sense, yes, all the virgins sleep, but in another sense, the wise virgins have been doing something. They have been awake, at least, to their need of developing character, even though in a secondary sense they’ve been asleep.

 “The coming of Christ will be as it were at midnight, when all are sleeping. It will be well for every one to have his accounts all straightened up before sunset.”
What’s that say to you? We better have our character developed and intact with Christ before sunset, now how long after sunset does midnight come? A little while, you can go to bed and then you are awakened. Before midnight comes our character has to be developed. It has to be developed before sunset. 

 “All his works should be right, all his dealings just, between himself and his fellow-men. All dishonesty, all sinful practices should be put far away. The oil of grace should be in our vessels with our lamps. There will be some at that late day who will have the appearance of being Christians, but their identity with Christ is only a deception. Sad indeed will be the condition of the soul who has had a form of godliness but has denied the power thereof; who has called Christ, Lord, Lord, and yet who has not his image and superscription. The foolish virgins flattered themselves that they would have mercy, that they would obtain an entrance into the marriage feast; but the Master answered their plea for admission with a stern refusal, saying, ‘I know you not.’ And the door was shut.”
Part of the story of the parable of the ten virgins is the closed door; the close of probation. 

“The question is asked, ‘How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him?’ And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?’ 

“God graciously grants a day of probation, a time of test and trial. He gives the invitation: ‘Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near: let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.’ If this invitation is disregarded, if the solemn scenes of the judgment make no impression upon the obdurate heart, if there is no repentance and confession and reformation, then the consequence will surely follow that fearfulness shall surprise the hypocrite.” Review and Herald, March 27, 1894. 

If we won’t come to the Lord. Brothers and sisters, I would suggest to you that God has given us our day of probation, right now! And if we’re going to put off that day ‘til tomorrow we are building for ourselves the character of a foolish virgin. 

“The coming of Christ will be as it were at midnight, when all are sleeping. It will be well for every one to have his accounts all straightened up before sunset.”
“The parable of the ten virgins was given by Christ Himself, and every specification should be carefully studied. A time will come when the door will be shut. We are represented either by the wise or the foolish virgins. We cannot now distinguish, nor have we authority to say, who are wise and who foolish. There are those who hold the truth in unrighteousness, and these appear outwardly like the wise.” Manuscript Releases, vol. 16,270. 

This Day with God, 163. This passage is talking about the door being closed and there’s three group of people here represented, the wise and the foolish and the foolish virgins get the door closed upon them. Then there are also those that have not known the truth and after probation closes on the foolish virgins, there is still a time of mercy for those. 

“Many who have known the truth have corrupted their way before God and have departed from the faith. (It doesn’t say these foolish virgins have left the church books.) The broken ranks will be filled up by those represented by Christ as coming in at the eleventh hour. There are many with whom the Spirit of God is striving. The time of God’s destructive judgments is the time of mercy for those who have no opportunity to learn what is truth. Tenderly will the Lord look upon them. His heart of mercy is touched; His hand is still stretched out to save, while the door is closed to those who would not enter. Large numbers will be admitted who in these last days hear the truth for the first time.” 

When I was putting this material together, I came across other quotes that are very similar to this but as far as identifying the close of probation, they were even more pointed. Notice the context that she puts it in:
“The signs in the sun, moon, and stars have been fulfilled. Since that time earthquakes, tempests, tidal waves, pestilence, and famine have multiplied. The most awful destructions, by fire and flood, are following one another in quick succession. The terrible disasters that are taking place from week to week speak to us in earnest tones of warning, declaring that the end is near, that something great and decisive will soon of necessity take place. 

“Probationary time will not continue much longer. Now God is withdrawing his restraining hand from the earth. Long has he been speaking to men and women through the agency of his Holy Spirit; but they have not heeded the call. Now he is speaking to his people, and to the world, by his judgments. The time of these judgments is a time of mercy for those who have not yet had opportunity to learn what is truth. Tenderly will the Lord look upon them. His heart of mercy is touched; his hand is still stretched out to save. Large numbers will be admitted to the fold of safety who in these last days will hear the truth for the first time. 

“The Lord calls upon those who believe in him to be workers together with him. While life shall last, they are not to feel that their work is done. Shall we allow the signs of the end to be fulfilled without telling people of what is coming upon the earth? Shall we allow them to go down in darkness without having urged upon them the need of a preparation to meet their Lord? Unless we ourselves do our duty to those around us, the day of God will come upon us as a thief. Confusion fills the world, and a great terror is soon to come upon human beings. The end is very near. We who know the truth should be preparing for what is soon to break upon the world as an overwhelming surprise.” Review and Herald, November 22, 1906. 

Here’s another one that emphasizes the overwhelming surprise: 

“The agencies of evil are combining their forces and consolidating. They are strengthening for the last great crisis. Great changes are soon to take place in our world, and the final movements will be rapid ones.” Testimonies, vol. 9, 11. 

“When all is apparently secure, and men retire to contented rest, then the prowling, stealthy, midnight thief steals upon his prey. When it is too late to prevent the evil, it is discovered that some door or window was not secured. ‘Be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.’ People are now settling to rest, imagining themselves secure under the popular churches; but let all beware, lest there is a place left open for the enemy to gain an entrance. Great pains should be taken to keep this subject before the people. The solemn fact is to be kept not only before the people of the world, but before our own churches also, that the day of the Lord will come suddenly, unexpectedly. The fearful warning of the prophecy is addressed to every soul. Let no one feel that he is secure from the danger of being surprised. Let no one’s interpretation of prophecy rob you of the conviction of the knowledge of events which show that this great event is near at hand.” Fundamentals of Christian Education, 335-336. 

Don’t let anyone rob you from the knowledge of these events. The events connected with the close of probation have been clearly revealed, but she says that multitudes have no more understanding of them than if they had never been spoken. These are the forgotten truths that are designed to arouse God’s people and arouse the world that Christ is about to return, that our probation is about to close. We must develop a Godly character now; for it comes suddenly and unexpectedly. 

“The nature of man unrenewed by grace is not changed in our day from what it was in Noah’s time. Christ has said a similar state of things would be prior to his second coming as existed before the flood. In the days of Noah men followed the imagination of their own hearts, and the result was W1festrained crime and wickedness. The same state of things will exist in this age of the world. But will not some of the learned, the honored of the world, accept the message of warning in these last days? Will the world as a majority perish in the general impending ruin? How was it in Noah’s day? As it was then Christ has said it should be. Of that vast population there was only eight persons who believed the message of Noah and obeyed God’s word. In the world today the majority choose the broad road to death because the way of life is too narrow for them to walk in with their dishonesty, avarice, pride and iniquity. Now, as in the days of Noah, the overwhelming majority are opposed to the saving truth and are fascinated with lying fables. 

“As the time of Christ’s second appearing draws near, the Lord sends his servants with a warning message to the world to prepare for that great event. As the world have been living in transgression of the law of God, in mercy he sends a message of warning to arouse their attention and hold before them the law of God as a mirror into which they can look and discover the defects in their moral character. If they will at once make earnest efforts to remedy these defects, by repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ, they will be pardoned through the merits of his blood, for this is the only hope of the transgressor of the law of God. But as in the days of Noah, there is with the majority a total disbelief of the testimony God has in mercy sent to warn the world other coming destruction.” Signs of the Times, January 3, 1878. 

“We have no time for dwelling on matters that are of no importance. Our time should be given to proclaiming the last message of mercy to a guilty world. Men are needed who move under the inspiration of the Spirit of God. The sermons preached by some of our ministers will have to be much more powerful than they are now, or many backsliders will carry a tame, pointless message, which lulls people to sleep. Every discourse should be given under a sense of the awful judgments soon to fall on the world. The message of truth is to be proclaimed by lips touched with a live coal from the divine altar. 

“My heart is filled with anguish when I think of the tame messages borne by some of our ministers, when they have a message of life and death to bear. The ministers are asleep; the lay members are asleep; and a world is perishing in sin. May God help His people to arouse and walk and work as men and women on the borders of the eternal world. Soon an awful surprise is coming upon the inhabitants of the world. Suddenly, with power and great glory, Christ will come. Then there will be no time to prepare to meet Him. Now is the time for us to give the warning message.” Testimonies, vol. 8, 36. 

The events connected with the close of probation, is the warning message that we as God’s people need to be taking to the world now. We take that message not to frighten people to serve the Lord, but to confront them with the reality that now is the day of our salvation. Now we must prepare, and every day we come closer to that event, is more reason not to tame down our message. Our pointed message is not so much identifying the sinners as it is identifying the sin that prevents you from having a relationship that allows you to stand to the end. It comes from identifying that this time period of the close of probation, which is directly connected with the Sunday law, is approaching with blinding speed. 

THE PURIFICATION OF GOD’S CHURCH -2

THE LAST WORK

From a presentation by Jeff Pippenger

 (Although these messages are from a series, each message can also stand alone.)

The Purification of God’s Church takes place at the Sunday Law. At the Sunday Law, probation closes for Seventh-day Adventists. We can demonstrate that from the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy. These truths connected with the close of probation and the Sunday Law and the purification of God’s church, have been lost sight of in the years of Adventism. One key passage that we started with is:
“The events connected with the close of probation and the work of preparation for the time of trouble, are clearly presented. But multitudes have no more understanding of these important truths than if they had never been revealed.” The Great Controversy, 594. 

The understanding of the close of probation is something that is clear in the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy. It’s spoken of throughout the parables of Jesus, throughout the Old Testament prophets, and the Spirit of Prophecy talks about it a great deal. But many people today in Adventism do not recognize that the close of probation for Seventh-day Adventists, and its connection with the Sunday Law, is one of the most important understandings God has for us in this day and age. 

To begin this presentation, I’m showing different places in the Bible and Spirit of Prophecy where the Close of Probation is illustrated, starting with the testimony of Ezekiel. What we’re going to look at in Ezekiel, Sister White in more than one place calls the last work for God’s church. We want to start with a principle here that you can find in Selected Messages, book 3, 338, where sister White says, “Each of the ancient prophets spoke less for their own time than for ours, so that their prophesying is in force for us.” 

So if each of the ancient prophets spoke more fore our day than the day in which they lived, then there’s an important prophetic understanding that comes out of that statement; all the ancient prophets were telling the same story. If they all spoke for our day, they had to be telling the story of our day, and there’s certain things that are going to take place in our day—there’s a list of them—but there are only so many. It’s our job as students of prophecy, line these prophetic testimonies up with end time events and when we do so, overlaying one prophet’s testimony on another prophet’s testimony—lining them up correctly, end time events come into clarity. We’re going to do this in relation to the close of probation and the purification of God’s church. The first prophetic testimony we’re going to start and build upon is Ezekiel 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12. 

Manuscript Releases, vol. 18, 236: “Study the ninth chapter of Ezekiel. These words will be literally fulfilled; yet the time is passing, and the people are asleep.” 

So Sister White tells us that the ninth chapter of Ezekiel will be literally fulfilled, and the ninth chapter of Ezekiel is defining the sealing of God’s people; but it’s impossible to separate chapter 9 from chapter 8—they go together—so we can expect that chapter 8 will be literally fulfilled too. When we look at those two chapters we find that chapter 8 is giving us a description of the people in God’s church that will receive the Mark of the Beast at the Sunday Law, which is clearly portrayed in chapter 8 of Ezekiel.

 Chapter 9 defines those that will receive the Seal of God. This will be literally fulfilled. The church is going to be purified by a Sunday Law, some of us will receive the Seal of God, others will receive the Mark of the Beast. Chapter 10 is also part of this testimony; it confirms that God is in control of these events. He is leading these events through His providence and that the Sunday Law test is part of God’s providence. The purification of God’s church is clearly identified in chapter 10. So the purification of God’s church in connection with the Sealing of God’s people and the Mark of the Beast and the Sunday Law is all set forth in chapters 8, 9, and 10 of Ezekiel. 

Chapter 11 shows those people that have been driven away from God’s church, alienated by the leadership of a corrupt church not receiving the testimony they gave. The promise is in chapter 11, that during the purification process, He will gather those people who have been scattered in Adventism during this crisis time. He will gather them into unity to finish the work. 

Chapter 12 tells us what happens to those men that, by rejecting light, have allowed disunity to exist in the church. All of this story is the same event. Ezekiel uses a rule that you find in prophecy over and over again, a prophet will give a sequence of events and get to a certain point and then he’ll give another view and that other view goes back to the beginning of the first view and it tells something else about the same sequence of events. We find this in chapter 8, describing who’s going to receive the Mark of the Beast; chapter 9—same time sequence—who’s going to receive the Seal of God. Chapter 10 tells us that God is in control of these events—same sequence—but the Sunday Law is going to purify the church. Chapter 11 tells us during this purification process those who are sealed come into unity, and chapter 12 tells us what happens to those that do not come into this unity. It’s all an overlay of visions, speaking about the same time period. 

Sister White says these words in chapter 9, will be literally fulfilled and the emphasis of chapter 9 is the sealing of God’s people. In the Seventh-day Adventists Bible Commentary, volume 4, 1161 we’re told: “Just as soon as the people of God are sealed in their foreheads—it is not any seal or mark that can be seen, but a settling into the truth, both intellectually and spiritually, so they cannot be moved—just as soon as God’s people are sealed and prepared for the shaking, it will come. Indeed, it has begun already; the judgments of God are now upon the land, to give us warning, that we may know what is coming.” 

The judgments of God are giving this warning because, as the Sunday Law test is applied, National Apostasy is followed by National ruin and there’s a little time of trouble that takes place while probation for the world is closing. When probation for the world closes and Christ finishes His work in the Most Holy Place, then the seven last plagues are poured out and the great time of trouble begins.

 What is coming for us is the judgments of God. The judgments of God that are taking place today in our, are warning us that we are on the verge of an increased time of crisis. This increase in the crisis begins at the Sunday Law, and in God’s providence, emphasized in Chapter 10 of Ezekiel; He’s bringing His people to a mature experience to coincide with the Sunday Law test. When the Sunday Law test arrives, those people that are sealed through the providence of the Lord will have been settled into the truth both intellectually and spiritually. This takes place prior to the Sunday Law. 

This scenario of Ezekiel 8-12, is emphasized in the Spirit of Prophecy as trying to show us the work that’s going on in the heavenly sanctuary, and the crisis corresponds to the Most Holy Place work that Christ is doing. Other passages in prophecy that are identifying the Sunday Law do not necessarily emphasize what’s going on in the Most Holy Place. In our next presentation, we will look at Daniel chapter 3, which is clearly a passage showing the Sunday Law test, but it is not identifying Christ’s work in the sanctuary, it’s identifying the effect of the message that goes at the Sunday law test.

Each of the prophets, that have recorded something about the Sunday Law, describe the same time sequence of events, but they take it from a different perspective. In Ezekiel 8-12 the perspective is what Christ is doing in the Most Holy Place as this final work is culminated.

Testimonies to Ministers, 430-432: “He who presides over His church and the destinies of nations is carrying forward the last work to be accomplished for this world. To His angels He gives the commission to execute His judgments. Let the ministers awake, let them take in the situation. The work of judgment begins at the sanctuary. ‘And, behold, six men came from the way of the higher gate, which lieth toward the north, and every man a slaughter weapon in his hand; and one man among them was clothed with linen, with a writer’s inkhorn by his side: and they went in, and stood beside the brazen altar.’ Read Ezekiel 9:2-7.The command is, ‘Slay utterly old and young, both maids, and little children, and women: but come not near any man upon whom is the mark; and begin at My sanctuary.Then they began at the ancient men which were before the house.’ Saith God, ‘I will recompense their way upon their head.” 

The crisis corresponds with what’s going on in the sanctuary and the judgment begins with the sanctuary and even more specifically, it begins with the leadership at the sanctuary. 

Testimonies, vol. 5, 211: “Here we see that the church—the Lord’s sanctuary—was the first to feel the stroke of the wrath of God. The ancient men, those to whom God had given great light and who had stood as guardians of the spiritual interests of the people, had betrayed their trust.” 

So Ezekiel 8-12 is talking about God’s church. The sanctuary symbolizes God’s church and the people that are going to be judged. Judgment begins there and it begins with the leadership. 

Now just so we don’t get too critical of the leadership of God’s church, here’s another passage to ponder. This is from Review and Herald, May 21, 1895. We’ve read two passages where Sister White is saying they begin with the ancient men and she has already defined that as those to whom God had given great light and who stood as guardians. The ancient men, where the judgment begins in the church are the leadership of the church, but listen to this quote:
“‘Then they began at the ancient men [men of responsibility] which were before the house. “I am much distressed because there is such manifest neglect in the home in the matter of training the children and the youth. Even in professedly Christian homes, where fathers and mothers would be supposed to be diligent students of the Scriptures, in order that they might know every specification and restriction in the word of God, there is manifest neglect of following the instruction of the word, and of bringing up the children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. Professedly Christian parents fail to practice piety at home. How can fathers and mothers represent Christ’s character in the home life when they are content to reach a cheap, low standard? The seal of the living God will be placed upon those only who bear a likeness to Christ in character.” 

Now when Sister White or Ezekiel say that the judgment begins with men of responsibility, every one of us has a responsibility; and we can’t become ‘holier than thou’ and look at the leadership of this church. Parents have a responsibility that they’re going to be judged for. We all have talents that we’re going to be judged for. So we can’t fall into looking at this message as us vs. them because we’re not in the leadership of this church—we all have responsibilities. 

One of the lessons that come out of this study is that judgment is progressive.  It begins at the leadership of God’s church and it works down through God’s church until the final decision has been made and the church is purified. Then that purified church takes the message of Sabbath/Sunday to those out in Babylon that have never known the truth and they will be tested by the Sunday test just like God’s church is. So it’s a progression of events, that’s one of the understandings we need to see about the close of probation and the Sunday Law. Judgment has always been described in the Bible and Spirit of Prophecy as progressive. 
The Great Controversy, 483: “As the books of record are opened in the judgment, the lives of all who have believed on Jesus come in review before God. Beginning with those who first lived upon the earth, our Advocate presents the cases of each successive generation, and closes with the living. Every name is mentioned, every case closely investigated. Names are accepted, names rejected.” 

Judgment begins with the dead. Some place in time it moves to the living.  When it moves to the living, it’s going to move to God’s church, because judgment begins at the house of God. It will begin with the leadership and it will move down to those of us that aren’t in leadership. And this final illustration of where we’ve stood in the judgment, will be made manifest at the Sunday test. When it comes to the judgment time, whether we’re going to receive the Seal of God or the Mark of the Beast, the clear testimony is that no one receives the Seal of God that has sin in their lives. 

Testimonies, vol. 5, 214-216: “Not one of us will ever receive the Seal of God while our characters have one spot or stain upon them. It is left with us to remedy the defects in our characters, to cleanse the soul temple of every defilement. Then the latter rain will fall upon us as the early rain fell upon the disciples on the Day of Pentecost. ... 

“What are you doing, brethren, in the great work of preparation? Those who are uniting with the world are receiving the worldly mold and preparing for the mark of the beast. Those who are distrustful of self, who are humbling themselves before God and purifying their souls by obeying the truth these are receiving the heavenly mold and preparing for the seal of God in their foreheads. When the decree goes forth and the stamp is impressed, their character will remain pure and spotless for eternity.” 

Now she talks about two groups, people preparing for the worldly mold and people preparing for the heavenly mold.  And when the decree, the Sunday decree, goes forth, their character is set for eternity, either for heaven or for earth. 

The issue of the seal of God is what Ezekiel 9 is about, you can’t separate the sealing of God’s people from God’s people receiving the Mark of the Beast, it happens at the same. It’s when the ‘decree’ goes forth, the Sunday Law decree that this is implemented upon God’s people. 
This next passage is interesting because this is one where certain words are italicized, to emphasize what she’s saying in this passage. 
Review and Herald, April 27, 1911: (Emphasis in the original)
“If the light of truth has been presented to you, revealing the Sabbath of the fourth commandment, and showing that there is no foundation in the Word of God for Sunday observance, and yet you still cling to the false sabbath, refusing to keep holy the Sabbath which God calls ‘My holy day’, . you receive the mark of the beast. When does this take place?—When you obey the decree that commands you to cease from labor on Sunday and worship God, while you know that there is not a word in the Bible showing Sunday to be other than a common working-day, you consent to receive the mark of the beast, and refuse the seal of God. If we receive this mark in our foreheads or in our hands, the judgments pronounced against the disobedient must fall upon us. But the seal of the living God is placed upon those who conscientiously keep the Sabbath of the Lord.” 

At the Sunday test, we either receive the Mark of the Beast or the Seal of God. At that point our characters either have the heavenly or the earthly mold forever. In other words, our probation is closed and that’s what’s being described in Ezekiel 8-12. 

Here’s another passage that’s very important in this study that’s similar to that, and this is from The Great Controversy, 604-605:
“With the issue thus clearly brought before him, whoever shall trample upon God’s law to obey a human enactment receives the mark of the beast; he accepts the sign of allegiance to the power which he chooses to obey instead of God. The warning from heaven is: ‘If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, the same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of His indignation.’ Revelation 14:9-10.” 

The only way we receive the Mark of the Beast is when the Sabbath/Sunday issue has been set before us. When the Sunday test comes, Seventh-day Adventists are the ones that have had the light on Sabbath/Sunday issue so they’re the first to be tested by that issue. You may say, ‘well, the way the church is today, maybe some people in Adventism don’t clearly understand Sabbath and Sunday and that may really be so, but we’re not judged only by the light that we have, we’re judged by the light that we could have had if we had availed ourselves, and there’s no excuse for a Seventh-day Adventist not to understand the issue between Sabbath and Sunday. It’s the very heart of the three angel’s message; it’s what Adventism’s all about. So when the Sunday Law comes to Adventism, it is the ordained means by God to purify His church. 

The Gospel Herald, January 1, 1900: “Please read the ninth and tenth chapters of Ezekiel. Should we not seek to understand the work which God requires us to do? Its results are sacred and awful. If one thread of selfishness is woven into God’s service He is greatly dishonored. Unless those who have knowledge of the truth are sanctified through the truth, their profession counts for nothing, and their condemnation will be proportionate to the light granted them, which they have not honored by walking in the light as Christ is in the light. Truth as it is in Jesus is the creating power of Christ. Those who claim to have advanced light must reveal the influence of that light in their words, their deportment, their voice, their actions, at all times and in all places.” 

We must understand what God wants us to do is to enter into a sanctified experience where we have victory over all known sin. That’s the work that is illustrated in chapters 9 &10 of Ezekiel. 

In Ezekiel 8, there are four abominations that Ezekiel is taken to see. The first one is in verse 3, where Ezekiel is taken by a lock of his hair and he’s brought to the door of the inner gate that looketh toward the north where was the seat of the image of jealousy, which provoketh to jealousy.

 And in verse 5, this image of jealousy is in the entry. You can look for a definition of what this image of jealousy was and there just isn’t any clear indication that you can lay your finger on exactly which pagan statue was being referred to. There are many ways that you can come to understand what that image of jealousy may have been, but it doesn’t really matter. The Lord has left that obscure for us. He is trying to say something that is not so much identifying the literal statue that was in that gate as what was transpiring as these abominations increased. 

Now we’ll look at the other three but I want you to note that there are four abominations that Ezekiel is shown and four in Bible prophecy means worldwide. I’ll read you one quote, but you can see this in your concordance if you look up four, over and over again you’ll find that four symbolizes worldwide. This is Manuscript Releases, volume 19, 280

“Local disturbances in nature are permitted to take place as symbols of that which may be expected all over the world when the angels loose the four winds of the earth.” See also Matthew 24:31; Revelation 7:1. 

When we see four abominations listed in Ezekiel 8, what prophetically we’re being told is that the corruption that’s taking place in the church here is world-wide. It’s not simply at General Conference headquarters, it isn’t at one church—it’s throughout the whole church. The whole church is being confronted with this very disturbance that leads up to the Sunday test. These abominations that Ezekiel is shown, increase—read the story, the Lord keeps telling him after the first one, I’ll show you greater abominations than these.

 In verse 9, he sees the second abomination, ‘And he said unto me, go in and behold the wicked abominations that they do here. So I went in and saw and behold every form of creeping things and abominable beasts and all the idols of the house of Israel portrayed upon the walls round about and there stood before them seventy men of the ancients of the house of Israel and in the midst of them stood Jaazaniah the son of Shaphan, with every man his censer in his hand; and a thick cloud of incense went up.

 8:12 Then said he unto me, Son of man, hast thou seen what the ancients of the house of Israel do in the dark, every man in the chambers of his imagery? for they say, The LORD seeth us not; the LORD hath forsaken the earth.

After Ezekiel saw the image of jealousy, he’s shown the leadership of God’s church in the secret chambers and on the walls are all these abominable things. This is the second thing. And then the Lord says I’ll show you something even worse that this. And you drop down to verse 14, and he’s shown the women weeping for Tammuz and Tammuz is the reincarnation of Nimrod. He has many names in pagan idolatry and he was associated, among other things, as the one that brought all the plants back to life after the winter was over and he died when he was forty years old so they had forty days, a day for a year, prior to his resurrection, where they would weep and their tears would water the ground in hopes that when he was resurrected that he would bring with him an abundant crop at the beginning of the year. Tammuz was Nimrod’s resurrection; it was Semarimis’ illegitimate son that fulfilled that resurrection. Today in the world this celebration is Lent and Easter. Here we see in God’s church, the pagan reflection of what we know today as Easter.

 In verse 16 we see the fourth abomination; twenty five men facing towards the east with their back to the temple of the Lord and they worship the sun towards the east. These men are worshipping the sun towards the east. When can you worship the sun towards the east?—In the morning. They’re having a sunrise service here, because the sun rises in the morning. In connection with Easter we do find Easter sunrise services. 

Commentators on these verses will tell you the literal things they stood for but Sister White doesn’t apply these things in the literal, she does it in the spiritual sense. I think that’s how in prophecy we should understand the literal testimony in its spiritual setting. As we look at some of those things, I want you to recognize that these abominations increase. This world-wide apostasy of the church in chapter 8, is going to grow to a point where finally it reaches the height of apostasy at God when the leadership of God’s church are portrayed as bowing down to the sun. 

That’s the Sunday test and the very next thing in Ezekiel after that is a description of who’s going to be sealed. There are many other places where Sister White is clear that the sealing and the Mark of the Beast take place at the same time. Chapter 8 is telling us about those in Adventism that are preparing for the Mark of the Beast. Chapter 9 is telling us those in Adventism that are preparing for the seal of God. 

Let’s look at how Sister White applies some of these abominations, the first one being the image of jealousy. She’s speaking about the publication work in this passage, about the rivalry that was going on between Pacific Press and the Review and Herald in her day and age. Listen to this:
“Warnings have been given me that the publishing house upon the Pacific coast should not, in thought, word, or deed, depreciate the office at Battle Creek, neither should the publishing house at Battle Creek look with envy and jealousy upon the instrumentalities the Lord has established upon the Pacific Coast. Plans should be carefully considered in Battle Creek, that they may in no case militate against the work in Oakland. But the image of jealousy was long ago set up, and has provoked to jealousy, which has grieved the Spirit of God.” Selections from the Testimonies, 20-22. 

Jealousy, Sister White identified in the setting of Adventism, was when one institution began to be jealous of another institution and began to bring in division. This increasing abomination in Ezekiel’s testimony is giving us the sequence of where men in this church begin to go astray. 

In Signs of the Times, November 2, 1888, she says, “Jealousy leads a man to suspect another of seeking to deprive him of advantages and position.” 

The men that are being portrayed in Ezekiel 8, somewhere along the line began to be jealous of someone, and when you’re jealous of someone you start thinking about that situation. Then the next logical step, the next abomination in Ezekiel was about the secret chambers and the abominations that were on the walls of the secret chambers. And we’ll look at that in a moment, but let’s continue considering jealousy: Evangelism, 633:
“There is nothing that so much retards and cripples the work in its various branches as jealousy and suspicion and evil surmisings. These reveal that disunion prevails among the workers for God. Selfishness is the root of all evil.” 

Selfishness is the root of all evil. Jealousy is the very starting point of the divisive spirit that will lead somebody right out of the kingdom of God into the kingdom of darkness.  In Evangelism, 370, Sister White was speaking about a time when Paul was not having the ability to share the hard truths of the gospel and she tells why. “It was impossible for the apostle to reprove wrongdoing without some who claimed to believe the truth becoming offended. The inspired testimony could do these no good; for they had lost their spiritual discernment. Jealousy, evil surmising, and accusing closed the door to the working of the Holy Spirit.” 

These people in Ezekiel started at the image of jealousy. Accepting jealousy into your experience closes the door to the working of the Holy Spirit and if the Holy Spirit isn’t working in your life, there’s no way you’re going to be sealed. 

Jealousy is a very fundamental principle that takes people away from God. Signs of the Times, February 5, 1879:
“Cain and Abel represent the two classes, the righteous and the wicked, the believers and unbelievers, which should exist from the fall of man to the second coming of Christ. Cain slaying his brother Abel, represents the wicked who will be envious of the righteous, and will hate them because they are better than themselves. They will be jealous of the righteous, and will persecute and put them to death because their right-doing condemns their sinful course.” 

The Faith I Live By, 67: “Lucifer was envious and jealous of Jesus Christ. Yet when all the angels bowed to Jesus to acknowledge His supremacy and high authority and rightful rule, he bowed with them; but his heart was filled with envy and hatred. ...Why should Christ thus be honored before himself?”
The very beginning point in Ezekiel is identifying that in God’s church, those that receive the Mark of the Beast are going to stumble over jealousy, the very starting point of Lucifer, and of Cain. That’s what’s taken place in our church. This is a solemn thought for all of us if we see jealousy coming up in our experience. 

Now after the image of Jealousy is described in Ezekiel we see the chamber of images, and from Signs of the Times, December 18, 1901, Sister White says this:
“God created man with affections capable of embracing eternal realities. These affections were to be kept pure and holy, free from all earthliness. But human beings have lost eternity out of their reckoning. God, the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the One who holds in His keeping the destiny of every soul, is forgotten. Supposing themselves to be mighty in knowledge, men have let themselves down to the lowest level in God’s sight. The mind of man has become earthly. In the place of revealing the impress of divinity, it reveals the impress of humanity. In its chambers are seen the imagery of earth. The debasing practices which prevailed in the days of Noah, placing the inhabitants of that age beyond hope of salvation, are seen today.” 

Now she’s talking about Noah’s day and the close of probation, and she’s saying that what leads men to that is when they begin to think the thoughts of the world. When they begin to place in the chambers of their mind, images of the earth and it shuts the door to the images of heaven working to their favor. 

Remember in our first presentation that we read from  The Great Controversy, 393, “The parable of the ten virgins of Matthew 25 also illustrates the experience of the Adventist people.” We’re going to look at a passage about these chambers of images, imagery again, but in the context of the ten virgins. The wise virgins are those illustrated in Ezekiel 9 that are sealed and the foolish virgins in Ezekiel 8 will receive the Mark of the Beast.

“Jesus desires to efface the image of the earthly from the minds of his followers, and to impress upon them the image of the heavenly, that they may become one with himself, reflecting his character, and showing forth the praises of him who hath called them out of darkness into his marvelous light. If you have been permitted to stand in the presence of the Sun of Righteousness, it is not that you may absorb and conceal the bright beams of Christ’s righteousness, but that you may become a light to others. The enemy has men in our ranks through whom he works, that the light which God has permitted to shine upon the heart and illuminate the chambers of the mind may be darkened. There are persons who have received the precious light of the righteousness of Christ, but they do not act upon it; they are foolish virgins. They prefer the sophistry of the enemy rather than the plain ‘Thus saith the Lord’. When the blessing of God rested upon them in order that they might become channels of light, they did not go forward from light to a greater light; they permitted doubt and unbelief to come in, so that the truth which they had seen, became an uncertainty to them. 

“Satan uses those who claim to believe the truth, but whose light has become darkness, as his mediums to utter his falsehoods and transmit his darkness. They are foolish virgins indeed, choosing darkness rather than light, and dishonoring God. The character we cultivate, the attitude we assume today, is fixing our future destiny. We are all making a choice, either to be with the blessed, inside the city of light, or to be with the wicked, outside the city. The principles which govern our actions on earth are known in heaven, and our deeds are faithfully chronicled in the books or record. It is there known whether our characters are after the order of Christ or the order of the arch-deceiver who caused rebellion in heaven. Are we wise virgins, or must we be classed among the foolish? This is the question which we are deciding today by our character and attitude. That which passes with many for the religion of Christ, is made up of ideas and theories, a mixture of truth and error. Some are trying to become good enough to be saved. They continually complain of their sins. The Lord says of them, And this have ye done again, covering the altar of the Lord with tears, with weeping, and with crying out, insomuch that he regardeth not the offering any more, or receiveth it with good will at your hand.’ ‘Ye have wearied the Lord with your words. Yet ye say, Wherein have we wearied him? When ye say, Everyone that doeth evil is good in the sight of the Lord, and he delighteth in them; or, Where is the God of judgment?”‘ Review and Herald, August 19, 1890. 

Ezekiel 8 is saying that if we will accept jealousy into our experience, the automatic thing that happens when you’re jealous of someone is you begin to think evil thoughts of them. You begin to fill your mind with images of evil instead of images of Christ. People that have done this, the foolish virgins, begin to have a religious experience that is a mixture of truth and error, they are before the altar of the Lord with weeping and crying, but He says, “I don’t receive that worship.” 

In Ezekiel’s testimony, the third abomination was a group of women that were weeping for Tammuz; they were in a religious experience that they believed was genuine. They were weeping but the Lord would not hear their prayers, He would not honor their requests. Because they were mixing truth with error, the chambers of their mind were not filled with heaven. They were filled with wickedness. 

One of the characteristics of these people, these foolish virgins, is that they don’t believe that God hears. If you read Ezekiel 8-12 over and over again, verse 6 says, when speaking about the wickedness that they were doing, “that I should go off from my sanctuary”, these people thought that God had left His sanctuary. In verse 12 Ezekiel is told ‘the Lord seeth us not’ ‘the Lord has forsaken the earth’. These people don’t think the Lord is around; this is just what Sister White is talking about in this false Christian experience. 

Ezekiel 9:9 says, “For they say the Lord has forsaken the earth and the Lord seeth us not.” The characteristic of these people is that they are not aware of the Lord’s presence any longer. Ezekiel 11:5 is speaking about these people, ‘Oh house of Israel for I know the things that come into your mind every one of them.’ The Lord knows what’s going on even if they refuse to acknowledge it. 

Ezekiel12:2 says, “Son of man, thou dwellest in the midst of a rebellious house which have eyes to see, and see not, and they have ears to hear and hear not, for they are a rebellious house.” These people are not hearing the Lord, they don’t think He’s around any more, they’re not seeing the Lord, and He’s definitely there. 

The experience that’s going on in this time period, between the righteous and the true followers of Christ, is the confrontation of the righteous identifying the sins in the church. That’s why they are sealed because they are sighing and crying over the sins of the church. This confrontation that takes place brings both characters to development in the book of Ezekiel.

Let’s look at a passage in Testimonies, volume 3, 266, where Sister White clarifies this. 

“The true people of God, who have the spirit of the work of the Lord and the salvation of souls at heart, will ever view sin in its real, sinful character. They will always be on the side of faithful and plain dealing with sins, which easily beset the people of God. Especially in the closing work for the church, in the sealing time of the one hundred and forty-four thousand who are to stand without fault before the throne of God, will they feel most deeply the wrongs of God’s professed people. 

“This is forcibly set forth by the prophet’s illustration of the last work under the figure of the men each having a slaughter weapon in his hand. One man among them was clothed with linen, with a writer’s inkhorn by his side. ‘ And the Lord said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be done in the midst thereof. , 

“Who are standing in the counsel of God at this time? Is it those who virtually excuse wrongs among the professed people of God and who murmur in their hearts, if not openly, against those who would reprove sin? Is it those who take their stand against them and sympathize with those who commit wrong? No, indeed! Unless they repent, and leave the work of Satan in oppressing those who have the burden of the work and in holding up the hands of sinners in Zion, they will never receive the mark of God’s sealing approval. They will fall in the general destruction of the wicked, represented by the work of the five men bearing slaughter weapons. Mark this point with care: Those who receive the pure mark of truth, wrought in them by the power of the Holy Ghost, represented by a mark by the man in linen, are those ‘that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be done in the church. Their love for purity and the honor and glory of God is such, and they have so clear a view of the exceeding sinfulness of sin, that they are represented as being in agony, even sighing and crying. Read the ninth chapter of Ezekiel. 

“But the general slaughter of all those who do not thus see the wide contrast between sin and righteousness, and do not feel as those do who stand in the counsel of God and receive the mark, is described in the order to the five men with slaughter weapons: ‘Go ye after him through the city, and smite: let not your eye spare, neither have ye pity: slay utterly old and young, both maids, and little children, and women: but come not near any man upon whom is the mark; and begin at My sanctuary.”‘ 

The experience described in Ezekiel 8 & 9 is the people that are developing the character of Christ and the people that are developing the character of Satan. What it is that so infuriates those who are developing the character of Satan, is that those that are following the Lord are identifying the sin in the church. It is such an abomination to them that they could not be restrained from identifying it. In this environment we see the maturation of wickedness brought to the point where in Ezekiel 8:16, the Sunday Law identifies those people bowing down to the sun. Ezekiel 9 describes those who are sealed. 

Chapter 10, is where the purification of the church is identified. The 1888 Materials, 1303: “We are amid the perils of the last days, the time will soon come when the prophecy of Ezekiel 9 will be fulfilled; that prophecy should be carefully studied, for it will be fulfilled to the very letter. Study also the tenth chapter which represents the hand of God as at work to bring perfect method and harmonious working into all the operations of his prepared instrumentalities. The eleventh and twelfth chapters also should receive critical, thoughtful attention. Let these prophecies be studied on your knees before God; unless you take up the stumbling-blocks which by your own perverse spirit you have laid in the way of many who have been connected with you, God will turn His face utterly from you and your associates.” 

Now she’s saying not 9 but 10, 11, and 12 and she specifies that chapter 10 is talking about how God is going to take the control of his work, after the church is purified. He’s going to bring perfect method and harmonious working in, she says. Chapter 10 is a vision of Ezekiel seeing the cherubims amidst the wheels, and with the hands under the wings of the cherubims. You need to read that and look at what Ezekiel is seeing in this vision of the sanctuary. Sister White tells what some of those components of the vision represent. If you read chapter ten closely, you realize that those wheel-like items are alive. Sister White says what those wheels are. 

Education, 178, “As the wheel-like complications were under the guidance of the hand beneath the wings of the cherubim, so the complicated play of human events is under divine control. Amidst the strife and tumult of nations, He that sitteth above the cherubim still guides the affairs of the earth.” 

Those wheels and all those things that were going on in that vision, symbolize that God is in control of everything. Even in the crisis going on in His church that culminates in the Seal of God and the Mark of the Beast, He’s in control. Chapter 10 talks about the time that He will take control. 

In Ezekiel 10:2, we see how He takes control: “And he spake unto the man clothed with linen, and said, Go in between the wheels, even under the cherub, and fill thine hand with coals of fire from between the cherubims, and scatter them over the city. And he went in, in my sight.”
Remember, this vision is corresponding with chapter 8 & 9. An angel said, “Go and grab some coals off the altar and throw them into the city; throw them into Jerusalem; throw them into God’s church today; throw them into the church. What’s the focus taking place in God’s church? The Sunday Law test. Chapter 8—Mark of the Beast; chapter 9—the sealing, and you see some coals thrown into the city. What do those coals symbolize?  

“There are many ministers of the gospel who need to have the live coal from off the altar touch their lips, and sanctify their tongues and hearts, till their souls are purified, ennobled, refined, and wholly given to the work. The humility, meekness, and lowliness of Christ, must characterize their lives. Their energy is represented by an angel flying through the midst of heaven. The Lord will give to the consecrated workers a new and enlarged commission, and will say, ‘Go into the harvest field. Lo, I am with you to work with human effort.’ The live coal is symbolical of purification. If it touches the lips, no impure word will fall from them. The live coal also symbolizes the potency of the efforts of the servants of the Lord.” Review and Herald, October 16, 1888. 

The live coals in prophecy represent purification and in Ezekiel 10:2 we see an angel take those live coals and throw them into the city, which means God’s church is going to be purified. It’s going to be purified in the Sunday Crisis. That’s God’s ordained method, and in Chapter 10 where the purification of the church is illustrated, the story of the cherubims, the wheels and the hands under the wings, is the story that symbolizes that God is in control of all these things. It’s in His providence to purify His church under this Sunday Law crisis. 

Chapter 12 is talking about the rebels that are going to receive the Mark of the Beast. Ezekiel is told in the first few verses to give them a sign. Verse 6 says ‘I have set thee for a sign unto the house of Israel, verse 11 says; I am your sign, like as I have done, so shall it be done unto them, they shall remove and go into captivity.’ Ezekiel is told to, in their sight, leave the city, pack your luggage on your back and head out of the city. And what Ezekiel is illustrating to them is that the wicked are going to be removed from the city.  The wicked are going to go out of the church. It’s not the righteous that are going to go out of the church and start a new church; God is going to purify His church and the wicked are going to be removed. 

Now in verse 14 speaking of the wicked, it says; ‘I will scatter towards every wind all that are about him to help him in all his bands and I will draw out the sword after them. And they shall know that I am the Lord, when I shall scatter them among the nations and disperse them in the countries.’  The wicked are going to be removed from the city. In the Laodecian testimony, they are going to be spewed out of the mouth of the Lord. 

The testimony of Ezekiel is this, Ezekiel 8 is describing increasing abominations that are world wide, there are four of them, they culminate with the Sunday test in verse 16, when the leadership of God’s people bow down to the sun, which is clearly symbolizing Sunday worship. Chapter 9 is describing those who are sealed during this time and chapter 10 is telling us that God is in control of all these things and He intends to cast coals into the city at this time and purify His church. 

Chapter 11, we didn’t look at closely, but it talks about Him bringing those who during this crisis time have been scattered, into unity. If you look at verses 17-20, you’ll see the unity that comes as they form a complete and total covenant with the Lord, and He gives them a new heart. And chapter 12 describes further how the wicked are going to be removed from the city.

The events connected with the close of probation have been clearly revealed in the prophetic word. This is just one outline that we’re going to build on as we continue this series. Every day we get closer to the Sunday Law and the more this becomes Present Truth. We have to ask OURSELVES do we have the ‘seat of jealousy?’ Is that ‘seat of jealousy’ bringing on wicked thoughts about another or another’s position or another’s place? If it is, it will lead eventually to a type of worship, that we think is correct but isn’t correct, and our probation will close on the wrong side of the issue. 

At this time in earth’s history, we need to make sure that we are those that are being affected by sin in the way that is illustrated by sighing and crying. Sin has to become exceedingly sinful unto us and we must be motivated with the character of Christ, to take it out of our life, because no one will be sealed that has sin still in their lives. ~
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THE SHUT DOOR

From a presentation by Jeff Pippenger

The message of the close of probation is a forgotten truth; Sister White calls it that, and also says when we preach the forgotten truths we will have good responses from the messages that we are proclaiming. We identified the parable of the ten virgins as the experience of the advent people and that the experience of 1843 and 1844, brought to power under the outpouring of the Holy Spirit under the 2nd angels message, was brought to power by a message identifying the close of probation. This will be repeated again at the end of the world. 
“The events connected with the close of probation and the work of preparation for the time of trouble, are clearly presented. But multitudes have no more understanding of these important truths than if they had never been revealed.” The Great Controversy, 594. 

That passage identifies that the close of probation in the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy is easy to see, if you begin looking for it as a student of prophecy. One of the problems that God’s people are confronted with today is that they have no understanding of that great truth. Yet that great truth is designed by God to awaken His people at the end of the world. In the passages from the Spirit of Prophecy that we looked at, the key word was ‘arouse’. This message of the soon close of probation is designed by God to arouse His people, awaken them from their sleeping position. 

It’s our contention that because the close of probation has been clearly presented we can take several different passages from the Bible and Spirit of Prophecy that identify this, and bring them together and this truth will become more and more clear as we go through. 

We took Ezekiel 8-12 and demonstrated that they also illustrate the close of probation for the Seventh-day Adventist church at the Sunday Law. Chapter 8 identifies the people that will ultimately be classed with the foolish virgins. As they turn farther and farther away from the Lord, they go through a series of 4 abominations which identifies this as a world-wide apostasy in the church. The number 4 symbolizes worldwide in Bible prophecy. These abominations in chapter 8 of Ezekiel escalate until ultimately we see the wicked within God’s church, bowing down to the sun identifying the Sunday Law. 

Chapter 9 identifies the group of people within God’s church that will be sealed, those that are sighing and crying for the abominations that are done in the church. As students of prophecy, we need to understand that this vision of Ezekiel has many parts that overlay. The people that are are to be sealed are co-existent with the people entering into these increasing abominations. You overlay chapter 9 with chapter 8. Both these groups exist in the church and they come to the point of the Sunday Law in Ezekiel 8:16. one group receives the Mark of the Beast and the other receives the Seal of God. 

Sister White says that chapters 9-12 would be fulfilled. Chapter 10 is part of that same vision and identifies the cherubims and the wheels and the wings that Ezekiel had seen in vision. Sister White says that these wheels identify God’s providence, His control of human events. God is in control of this situation during this time when the faithful in the church are sighing and crying over such gross apostasy. Chapter 10 identifies when God takes the work into His own hands. God takes the work in His own hands when the church is purified and in verse 2 of chapter 10, an angel is commissioned to take coals from the altar and cast them into the city, which Sister White identifies as the church. Those coals from the altar symbolize purification. So chapter 10, in agreement with 8 & 9, is saying that at the Sunday Law crisis, God’s church will be purified.

Chapter 11 refers back to those who are identified in Chapter 9. It talks about people that have been scattered; the faithful in the church have been scattered through the apostasy. The study of the gathering and the scattering is a very deep study in prophecy, but basically God’s people the wise virgins, at this time in history, before the Sunday Law, have been scattered through the conditions, the environment taking place in the church. God in Ezekiel 11 promises to gather them together and give them a new heart and a new mind.

Chapter 12 addresses those in God’s church, identified in Chapter 8, the wicked who receive the mark of the beast. It is very clearly identifying those wicked because it refers us back to the twenty-five Elders, but it shows them being taken out of the city. They will be judged in the borders of the city. This tells us that when God purifies His church the wicked in the church will be removed. When you understand this passage of Ezekiel as Present Truth for today, it not only gives us information on the close of probation, but raises some interesting concepts in relation to other issues in Adventism. 

If you understand this passage correctly, it’s clear the wicked are taken out of God’s church. It’s clear that the church is in apostasy the faithful stay in the church until in chapter 10, God’s providence, through the Sunday Law, purifies the church. What I’m meaning is, that this passage in Ezekiel gives no room to call the church Babylon. For instance, if you were to take the position of the reformed Adventist movement, and say that they were God’s church and use the passages in the Spirit of Prophecy where she says that Ezekiel 8-12 is God’s church, they would have to identify their church as being in gross apostasy because that’s the testimony of Ezekiel. But God has a church, that is in gross apostasy, and the counsel is do not leave it. The Lord will purify it. It is not Babylon.

This is outside the scope of our study of the close of probation but as we continue we find several other truths that get brought in and confirmed along the way. Now the environment of God’s church during this time is brought to maturity. We see the increasing abominations in the church, starting with the Image of Jealousy. Sister White spiritually applied the image of jealousy in a spiritual way, and, in an argument going on between the Review and Herald and the Pacific Press, said they had set up the image of jealousy and it already had started.

 Jealousy is what was being spiritually symbolized there in Ezekiel 8. When we allow jealousy to come into our experience, we begin to question and doubt our brethren and there’s division. Then we begin to think wicked thoughts in our minds and the next abomination in Ezekiel 8 is the chambers of imagery, where all the unclean beasts were on the walls. Sister White informs us that within our mind we have chambers where we can either put the images of earth or the images of heaven. What images we are putting in our chambers will determine how we grow up into the Lord or grow away from the Lord. 

This sequence of jealousy coming into your heart and then beginning to have wicked thoughts, ultimately leads you to the third abomination which was the women weeping for Tammuz. It leads you into a position where you believe you are worshipping God, but in reality you’re worshipping God and Satan at the same time and not even knowing it. That’s what’s described in Ezekiel. It’s also a message to us of what’s going on. It is the sequence leading the wicked in Ezekiel 8 to where when the test of Sunday comes, they are portrayed as bowing down. this jealousy was brought about by those that are sealed bringing a message of rebuke, a message of light. Here is a passage out of 1888 materials which identifies those in Ezekiel 8 that are coming to maturity and it’s a very solemn message. 

The 1888 Materials, 1646-1647: “There is danger now of men’s losing sight of the important truths applicable for this period of time, and seeking for those things that are new and strange and entrancing. Many, if reproved by the Spirit of God through His appointed agencies, refuse to receive correction, and a root of bitterness is planted in their hearts against the Lord’s servants who carry heavy, disagreeable burdens.” 

The root of bitterness is what is talked about in Ezekiel 8, the root of selfishness, the root of jealousy, the root of bitterness. A root of bitterness begins when someone brings you a message that you don’t want to receive and that’s what’s going on in Ezekiel 8, between those that are sealed and those that receive the Mark of the Beast. 

“There are men who teach the truth, but who are not perfecting their ways before God, who are trying to conceal their defections and encourage an estrangement from God. They have not the moral courage to do the things that it is for their special benefit to do. They see no necessity for reform, and so they reject the words of the Lord and hate him who reproveth at the gate.”
One little thing that’s interesting, is these men that are going the wrong direction in the truth, encourage an estrangement from God. Encouraging an estrangement to God is when you teach God’s people that you can have a relationship with God and still sin. 

“This very refusal to heed the admonitions which the Lord sends, gives Satan every advantage to make of them the bitterest enemies of those who have told them the truth. They become falsifiers of those who have borne to them the message from the Lord. 

“The man who rejects the word of the Lord, who endeavors to establish his own way and will, tears to pieces the messenger and message which God sends in order to discover to him his sin. His own inclinations have influenced his conduct, and he has built himself up in a wrong way. The divine rule is, ‘Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.’ But he would not do this. As a man thinketh, so is he. From within, out of the heart, proceed evil thoughts inspired by Satan.”
First Jealousy, then the mind begins to take over. 

 “He begins to quibble at technicalities and manners. The spirit of Satan links him up with the enemy to bear a word of criticism on less important themes. The truth becomes of less and still less value to him. He becomes an accuser of his brethren, etc., and changes leaders.” 

 He has a new religion.
“The outside world has a greater weight with him than has the flood of light that God has poured in upon the world in messages that he has given, and which he once rejoiced in. 

“Oh, how many things have developed since he became so full of hatred against God, because his dangers and wrongs were brought before him! He has allowed wicked thoughts to strengthen and prevail because, day by day, he has not eaten of the flesh and drunk of the blood of the Son of God, because he has not become a partaker of the divine nature. The things which come from within defile the man. How corrupt then must be the source from which these evils have taken their rise! 

“Unsanctified ministers are arraying themselves against God. They are praising Christ and the god of this world in the same breath. While professedly they receive Christ, they embrace Barabbas, and by their actions say, ‘Not this Man, but Barabbas.’ Let all who read these lines, take heed. Satan has made his boast of what he can do. He thinks to dissolve the unity which Christ prayed might exist in His Church. He says, ‘I will go forth and be a lying spirit to deceive those that I can, to criticize, and condemn, and falsify.’ Let the sin of deceit and false witness be entertained by a church that has had great light, great evidence, and that church will discard the message the Lord has sent, and receive the most unreasonable assertions and false suppositions and false theories. Satan laughs at their folly, for he knows what truth is. 

“Many will stand in our pulpits with the torch of false prophecy in their hands, kindled from the hellish torch of Satan. If doubts and unbelief are cherished, the faithful ministers will be removed from the people who think they know so much. ‘If thou hadst known,’ said Christ, ‘even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes.” The 1888Materials, 1646-1647. 

One of the things about the close of probation that we can learn from the passage in Ezekiel is there’s an argument going on between those that receive the Mark of the Beast and those that receive the Seal of God. There’s an interaction that is driving the wicked more into a rejection of the Lord where they finally choose Barabbas instead of Christ at the Sunday test. At the same time they are doing an onslaught of negative public relations towards the other side, that scatters the faithful brethren spiritually and we’ll deal with that later. I want you to remember this Barabbas and Christ choice, because that will come up later in our studies. Here’s another passage which identifies the choice between Barabbas and Christ at the Sunday Law. 

“There can be only two classes. Each party is distinctly stamped, either with the seal of the living God, or with the mark of the beast or his image. Each son and daughter of Adam chooses either Christ or Barabbas as his general. And all who place themselves on the side of the disloyal are standing under Satan’s black banner, and are charged with rejecting and despitefully using Christ. They are charged with deliberately crucifying the Lord of life and glory.” Review and Herald, January 30, 1900. 

Sister White identifies that the Sunday Law was paralleled by the choice of Christ and Barabbas. As we focus in on the Sunday Law, as the instrument the Lord uses to bring probation to the close, we want to recognize that experience was paralleled in Bible history, during the time period of the cross. This is one of the texts where Sister White identifies the choice of Barabbas or Christ as a parallel of the choice of the Seal of God or the Mark of the Beast.

Daniel 3 is the next prophetic study identifying the close of probation as the Sunday Law and the medium that purifies God’s church. Ezekiel 8-12 was pointing us towards the experience of the righteous and the wicked in the church during this time period, in relationship to the work that’s going on in the Most Holy Place. Daniel 3, talking about the same subject, is identifying the impact of the message that goes forth at this time. When Sister White describes this in connection with the Sunday Law, she emphasizes the information connected with the message that goes forth at the Sunday Law. 

“Trial and persecution will come to all who, in obedience to the Word of God, refuse to worship this false sabbath. Force is the last resort of every false religion. At first it tries attraction, as the king of Babylon tried the power of music and outward show. If these attractions, invented by men inspired by Satan, failed to make men worship the image, the hungry flames of the furnace were ready to consume them. So it will be now.” Signs of the Times, May 6, 1897. 

This is going to be repeated; first comes the attraction and then the force. Sister White says that all the ancient prophets spoke more for our day than in the days in which they lived, which means that they were all telling the same story, the end of the world story. You have to take the passages of Bible prophecy and bring them down to the end of the world and by that context determine what’s being symbolized. There’s an interesting passage in Isaiah 23:15-18. Tyre is symbolizing the Papacy; this is an easy one to see:
“And it shall come to pass in that day, that Tyre shall be forgotten seventy years, according to the days of one king: after the end of seventy years shall Tyre sing as an harlot.  Take an harp, go about the city, thou harlot that hast been forgotten; make sweet melody, sing many songs, that thou mayest be remembered.   And it shall come to pass after the end of seventy years, that the LORD will visit Tyre, and she shall turn to her hire, and shall commit fornication with all the kingdoms of the world upon the face of the earth. And her merchandise and her hire shall be holiness to the LORD: it shall not be treasured nor laid up; for her merchandise shall be for them that dwell before the LORD, to eat sufficiently, and for durable clothing.”
This is just a little passage that’s speaking about the Papacy and if you look at the years seven or seventy or seven times seventy, these are periods of time assigned people in the Bible, Nebuchadnezzar was seven years, Jacob was seven years working for his wife, Israel was in Babylon seventy years. Here we have this Divine time period given to Tyre when she was going to be forgotten. This is describing the time period when the Papacy has a deadly wound. It is referring to the end of the world when it’s about time for the Papacy to be judged. We know this is the Papacy because this is the entity that’s going to commit fornication with all the kings of the earth and we know from Revelation 17 that’s the Papacy.

When she awakens at the end of the seventy years, she’s going to go sing to the world. Singing is the attraction, that’s what the music is all about. Attraction equals music or song. In our day and age right now, the Papacy is singing to the world and the world is being attracted to her. It’s happening before our eyes. That’s the first thing to prepare you to bow down to the Sunday Law the second will be force. 

“The season of distress before God’s people will call for a faith that will not falter. His children must make it manifest (remember this ‘make manifest’) that He is the only object of their worship, and that no consideration, not even that of life itself, can induce them to make the least concession to false worship. To the loyal heart the commands of sinful, finite men will sink into insignificance beside the word of the eternal God. Truth will be obeyed though the result be imprisonment or exile or death. 

“As in the days of, so in the closing period of earth’s history the Lord will work mightily in behalf of those who stand steadfastly for the right. He who walked with the Hebrew worthies in the fiery furnace will be with His followers wherever they are. His abiding presence will comfort and sustain.” Prophets and Kings, 513. 

She compares Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego with us at the end of the world and says that during this time period God’s children are going to make manifest their relationship to God and who God is.  

In connection with the Sunday Law, there’s an interesting principle that Sister White uses over and over again in her writings and it’s worth noting. It’s called the ‘when-then principle’. She’ll say ‘when this, when this, when this’, and then she’ll say ‘then’ and if you are very careful about what she’s saying ‘when, when, when’, you realize she’s lining up a lot of events for us. When you see these events; then you know this is going to take place. This passage has 8 ‘whens’ in it if you if you include one place where she says ‘as’ and you could very easily put ‘when’ in there. Listen to the ‘whens’ and the ‘thens’, also listen to the comparison with the days of Daniel 3 with the Sunday Law. Listen to what’s going to be made manifest. 

“When the law of God is being made void, when His name is dishonored, when it is considered disloyal to the laws of the land to keep the seventh day as the Sabbath, when wolves in sheep’s clothing, through blindness of mind and hardness of heart, are seeking to compel the conscience, shall we give up our loyalty to God? No, no. The wrongdoer is filled with a Satanic hatred against those who are loyal to the commandments of God, but the value of God’s law as a rule of conduct must be made manifest. The zeal of those who obey the Lord will be increased as [when] the world and the church unite in making void the law. They will say with the Psalmist, ‘I love thy commandments above gold; yea above fine gold’ [Psalm 119:127]. This is what will be sure to occur when the law of God is made void by a national act. When Sunday is exalted and sustained by law, then the principle that actuates the people of God will be made manifest, as the principle of the three Hebrews was made manifest when Nebuchadnezzar commanded them to worship the golden image in the plain of Dura. We can see what our duty is when the truth is overborne by falsehood.” Manuscript Releases, vol. 13,71. 

She’s comparing the Sunday law and the test of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego with our test and she says when this takes place, our experience with Christ, will be made manifest. In Review and Herald October 17, 1895 we are told that character is revealed by a crisis. We’re going to read that now that we’ve thought about the idea that it is at the Sunday Law that this is made manifest, we’ll go back to that quote and listen for this and understand that Sister White is clearly identifying that this manifestation takes place at the Sunday Law. 

“Character is revealed by a crisis. When the earnest voice proclaimed at midnight, ‘Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him,’ the sleeping virgins roused from their slumbers, and it was seen who had made preparation for the event. Both parties were taken unawares, but one was prepared for the emergency, and the other was found without preparation. Character is revealed by circumstances. Emergencies bring out the true metal of character. Some sudden and unlooked-for calamity, bereavement, or crisis, some unexpected sickness or anguish, something that brings the soul face to face with death, will bring out the true inwardness of the character. It will be made manifest whether or not there is any real faith in the promises of the word of God. It will be made manifest whether or not the soul is sustained by grace, whether there is oil in the vessel with the lamp.” Review and Herald, October 17, 1895. 

This manifestation of Christ’s character takes place in the clearest way at the Sunday Law when the church is purified.  

“‘The wrath of man shall praise Thee,’ says the psalmist; ‘the remainder of wrath shalt Thou restrain. ‘ God means that testing truth shall be brought to the front and become a subject of examination and discussion, even if it is through the contempt placed upon it. The minds of the people must be agitated. Every controversy, every reproach, every slander, wiIl be God’s means of provoking inquiry and awakening minds that otherwise would slumber. 

“Thus it has been in the past history of God’s people. For refusing to worship the great golden image which Nebuchadnezzar had set up, the three Hebrews were cast into the fiery furnace. But God preserved His servants in the midst of the flames, and the attempt to enforce idolatry resulted in bringing the knowledge [making manifest] of the true God before the assembled princes and great men of the vast kingdom of Babylon.” Testimonies, vol. 5, 453.                           

Here Sister White develops the principle that it’s this test that is going to take the Sabbath-Sunday issue to the whole world. That’s what the test of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego did; it took that test between Barabbas and Christ, and it presented it to the assembled world on the plain of Dura to all the representatives of the countries and they went back and took that message. 

A testing truth for this church today is the message of the close of probation. Sister White says that the pioneers went out and presented the close of probation and that’s what brought the revival then and that will be repeated. “God means that testing truth shall be brought to the front and become a subject of examination and discussion, even if it is through the contempt placed upon it.” 
If this presentation of the close of probation is truly Present Truth, then it’s going to have to agitate the minds of God’s people. It’s going to have a controversy connected with it and there is going to be reproach and slander connected with it, but that will be the means of provoking inquiry and awakening minds. This is one of the testing truths; this is the wake-up call. 
The test of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego is primarily telling us how this Sabbath-Sunday message is going to go. It is a parallel of the Sunday Law issue and through our faithfulness during that time period under persecution, this message will be carried to the world. 

“The fact that these youth came forth from the fire having received no harm, save only that their fetters had been burned away, was beyond the comprehension of the wise men, and made a decided change in the sentiments of the people. The tidings of this wonderful deliverance were carried to many countries by the representatives of the different nations. Thus God was glorified by the faithfulness of his children. 

“History will be repeated. False religion will be exalted. The first day of the week, a common working day, possessing no sanctity whatever, will be set up as was the image at Babylon. All nations and tongues and peoples will be commanded to worship this spurious sabbath. This is Satan’s plan to make of no account the day instituted by God, and given to the world as a memorial of creation.” Signs of the Times, May 6, 1897. 

There are reasons to be out in the country during this time of earth’s history. This testimony about Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego represents our experience in the end times, and shows that the truth about Sabbath and Sunday is taken to the world through our persecution. We’re not going to be far enough out in the country to miss it. If we’re God’s faithful people, we’re going to be brought to the forefront in courts, we’re going to go to jail, and that’s just what the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy promises. The question is, are we ready—because it comes as an overwhelming surprise. Are we prepared to stand in the courts of the land as Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego did? 

Remember during that time period, national apostasy is followed by national ruin. The whole world’s going to be falling apart and it’s not going to be a court situation like we have today, there’s going to be some upset people thinking that we are the reason that all these calamities are happening. It’s not going to be a friendly environment. We’re going to be in a court where we’re going to realize it’s a life or death situation. That’s what’s illustrated by Daniel 3. That’s the test that takes this message to the world. Are we ready for that? 

“No law has ever been made to exalt the idol sabbath but that Satan has taken a leading part in its enactment and its enforcement.” 

Listen to this because you can go back through the last 20 or 30 years, and if you’re an expert on religious liberty you can see laws that have been being passed over the last 30 years that are chipping away at the constitution and preparing the way for the Sunday Law. If you are not watching those things, you should be. It is part of your responsibility as Seventh-day Adventists and it is happening. Sister White says all of these laws have been instigated by Satan. 

“No law has ever been made to exalt the idol sabbath but that Satan has taken a leading part in its enactment and its enforcement. Every law for the elevation of Sunday has a direct reference to the fourth commandment. Every move that has been made to enforce its observance is for the purpose of exalting the man of sin above God and above all that is worshipped. Satan would have us exalt the idol sabbath, but we cannot do it, for it would be disloyalty to God. 

“In the face of Nebuchadnezzar’s decree of death, the three Hebrew children refused to bend the knee,” 

In our study so far, where do we see knees being bended? Ezekiel 8:16, shows a group of men that bow down to the sun. What’s being stated here is that the faithful are not going to bow down with Ezekiel 8:16 to the sun, they’re going to refuse to bend the knee. 

“In the face of Nebuchadnezzar’s decree of death, the three Hebrew children refused to bend the knee, preferring to be cast into the fiery furnace rather than bow to the golden image. They declared they were not careful to answer the king, and said, ‘If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king. But if not, be it known unto thee, O King, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.’ 

“They were thrown into the burning fiery furnace, but the Lord was with them. The king looked into the furnace, and said, ‘Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God. ‘Angels of the Lord were watching by the side of the faithful three. God wished to show (and you could substitute in there- God wished to make manifest) to the nations of the world who was the great I Am, the God of the heavens, the ruler of the universe, who alone was to be worshipped. Did not the Hebrews break the law of the king? —Yes, but the law of God was first to be obeyed.” Review and Herald, April 29, 1890. 

Why were they willing to be thrown into the fiery furnace rather than sin? They knew God was faithful due to their previous experience. Are we having that experience today where we know without a doubt that God is faithful?—where we have the confidence that we are in His hands when we’re faced with a life or death situation? That’s what this message is calling us to understand, we have to have that confidence today, and the test comes suddenly, unexpectedly. 

Satan is behind every law that is working towards bringing in the Sunday Law, and you can go through and show that there are a multitude of laws in the past years, bringing the Sunday Law to fruition right now. It’s under way.

“There are thousands upon thousands who bear aloft the standard of the world’s sabbath, exalting the image of the papacy created by the man of sin. The church worship the image of the beast, and receive his mark, even as the inhabitants of Babylon worshipped the golden image which Nebuchadnezzar set up in the Plain of Dura.” General Conference Daily Bulletin, 178-179. 

Prophetically, Daniel 3 is also an illustration of the Sunday Law. Just like Ezekiel is an illustration of the Sunday Law and when we bring these two passages together they compliment one another and give us a broader view. When we bring the testimony of the parable of the Ten Virgins in, it gets even more enlightening. There is even more light that comes in Isaiah and Zephaniah. We’ll look at the gathering and the scattering and there is even more light when you pull these things together. Sister White says that the events connected with the close of probation have been clearly presented. 

Have you ever stopped to ask why wasn’t Daniel there? Why wasn’t Daniel at that test? I think Daniel wasn’t there, because Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego symbolizes the three angel’s messages. If Daniel was there there’d be four people and that wouldn’t symbolize it. The classic answer is that he was off running business for Nebuchadnezzar while everyone was there, but over and over in end time events, you’ll see the three angel’s messages illustrated. In fact they’re not illustrated simply as three angel’s messages—they’re symbolized as three angel’s messages and then a fourth. We see Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in this test and then a fourth—walking in the furnace with them. Once we’re sealed, then the latter rain comes. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were sealed at the test and the Fourth that walked in the test of the fiery furnace with them, was symbolizing the fourth angel’s message of Revelation 18. 

Christ tells us that the end of the world is going to be as the days of Noah. If you go back prophetically you see that there is a three/one combination symbolized in the story of Noah, and his three sons. In Numbers 23, right before the children of Israel are ready to go into the Promise Land, (which is clearly an illustration of us today about ready to go into the Promise Land) Balaam was brought to curse Israel. What did Balaam do? In verse 7, Balaam gave a pronouncement not ‘against’ Israel but for Israel. In verse 18 he gives his second prophecy or pronouncement, and in 24:3 he gives his third pronouncement. Balaam never did give the prophecy Balak wanted to hear, but what we see illustrated here just before the children of Israel are about ready to go into the promise land, Balaam’s three prophecies represent the three angel’s messages. They’re distinctly identified in association with Balak wanting those messages to be proclaimed even though they didn’t come out the way he wanted. Then in 24:15 Balaam decides to do a prophecy on his own and we see the three and one symbolized. Not only the three angel’s message but that fourth is represented there as well. 

Throughout passages of prophecy that deal with the end of the world, we see this three/one sequence, identifying the three angel’s message and the fourth. For Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego the fourth was the appearance of Christ in the fire with them. If you look at the call out of Babylon for the children of Israel, there were three decrees for the children of Israel to come out of Babylon and begin the work of rebuilding Jerusalem and the temple. Sister White in many places says the work that they did is symbolic of the work that we should do in our day, and sure enough we see illustrated there the three angel’s messages in these three decrees. It’s the third decree that starts the 2300 day prophecy. But did you know that there was one other decree in that story? If you look very closely in the book of Nehemiah, he also got letters from the king, and Nehemiah was the one that worked the final reformation. 

The fourth message in the three/one sequence is identifying the final reformation, the final outpouring of the Holy Spirit. That’s what Nehemiah’s decree was identifying. 
I’m taking time here to identify some prophetic implications of Daniel 3. It sets forth the three angels message and the forth but it also identifies two Sunday Law tests. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were confronted with the test and then Nebuchadnezzar found out they didn’t bow down and he says, “I’ll give you one more chance”. Then they said, “We don’t need another chance, we’re not going to bow down. this is consistent with what we understand as Adventists—we’re told that first the United States passes a Sunday Law, and then every other country on the globe will follow her example. 

There’s going to be a Sunday Law in the United States and then there’s going to be a world Sunday Law and even that is illustrated in Daniel 3, after the first test and the second test that got them thrown into the fire, what took place? That’s when they gave their testimony to Nebuchadnezzar. Our testimony begins at the Sunday Law, and it continues until the close of human probation. 

Our presentations here are connected with Daniel 11:40-45. Verse 41 identifies a Sunday Law in the United States, at which time probation closes for Seventh-day Adventists. That brings serious implications to that understanding. This quote in This Day With God, 163, identifies that at the Sunday test, the door is closed for Seventh-day Adventists that should have prepared for that test.
“Many who have known the truth have corrupted their way before God and have departed from the faith. The broken ranks will be filled up by those represented by Christ as coming in at the eleventh hour. There are many with whom the Spirit of God is striving. The time of God’s destructive judgments is the time of mercy for those who have no opportunity to learn what is truth. Tenderly will the Lord look upon them. His heart of mercy is touched; His hand is still stretched out to save, while the door is closed to those who would not enter. Large numbers will be admitted who in these last days hear the truth for the first time.” 

There is the purification that takes place at the Sunday Law—foolish virgins leave the church at that time leaving just the wise who will be sealed and receive the Later Rain and give the loud cry message. The other children of God that are outside the Adventist church will begin to come and stand with God’s people. During this time, Sister White is clear that the door is closed to the foolish virgins just like it was closed to the foolish virgins in 1844. Remember, that it will be fulfilled again, to the very letter. 

Sister White rephrases this in a few different places in the Spirit of Prophecy, and there’s one where she really locks it in that she’s talking about probation. Review and Herald, November 22, 1906:
“Probationary time will not continue much longer. Now God is withdrawing his restraining hand from the earth. Long has he been speaking to men and women through the agency of his Holy Spirit; but they have not heeded the call. Now he is speaking to his people, and to the world, by his judgments. The time of these judgments is a time of mercy for those who have not yet had opportunity to learn what is truth. Tenderly will the Lord look upon them. His heart of mercy is touched; his hand is still stretched out to save. Large numbers will be admitted to the fold of safety who in these last days will hear the truth for the first time.” 

We’re talking about the close of probation when we’re talking about this door closing. The door closed on those that would not enter in, those who are illustrated in Ezekiel 8. They are illustrated in Daniel 3, because Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were not the only Hebrews on the plain of Dura. They were simply the only Hebrews that had prepared for the test and when the test came, they were the only ones that had the experience to stand. 

The close of the door in Bible prophecy is identifying the close of probation. 
We will make sure that this phrase is clearly identified as such. In The Desire of Ages, 62-63, Sister White is describing a time period when a door was closing on God’s people but it was opening to people outside of God’s church. This will be repeated at the Sunday Law when the door closes on God’s people but opens to the other sheep that are not of this fold, that are in Babylon and respond to the fourth angel’s message. 

“Now pride and envy closed the door against the light. If the reports brought by the shepherds and the wise men were credited, they would place the priests and rabbis in a most unenviable position, disproving their claim to be the exponents of the truth of God. These learned teachers would not stoop to be instructed by those whom they termed heathen. It could not be, they said, that God had passed them by, to communicate with ignorant shepherds or uncircumcised Gentiles. They determined to show their contempt for the reports that were exciting King Herod and all Jerusalem. They would not even go to Bethlehem to see whether these things were so. And they led the people to regard the interest in Jesus as a fanatical excitement. Here began the rejection of Christ by the priests and rabbis. From this point their pride and stubbornness grew into a settled hatred of the Saviour. While God was opening the door to the Gentiles, the Jewish leaders were closing the door to themselves.” 

We’re talking about the close of probation and it’s clear that the door is a symbol of that. 

This is from Signs of the Times, December 20, 1877, and remember the days of Noah are as our day. 

“The Spirit of God continued to strive with rebellious man until the time of God had specified had nearly expired, when Noah and his family entered the ark and the hand of God closed the door of the ark. Mercy had stepped from the golden throne no longer to intercede for man.” 

Closing of the ark door symbolized the end of mercy for the guilty world. 
Review and Herald, March 26, 1889. The Bible prophets speaking to ancient Israel and Jesus also used this same phraseology, speaking of the scribes and Pharisees of His day and Sister White is using it to speak about us. This phraseology will be very familiar to you.  

“You may have ears, and not hear. You may have eyes, and not see the light, nor receive the illumination that God has provided for you. You may close the door to light as effectually as the Pharisees closed the door to Christ when he taught among them. ...The way was open; but by their own course of action they closed the door, and severed their connection with Christ. We may do the same by rejecting light and truth.” 

The parable of the Ten Virgins experience will be repeated again at the end of the world. This is from Early Writings, 251-

“I was shown what did take place in heaven at the close of the prophetic periods in 1844. As Jesus ended His ministration in the holy place and closed the door of that apartment, a great darkness settled upon those who had heard and rejected the message of His coming, and they lost sight of Him.” 

A door was closed in heaven to the people that did not by faith enter in to the Most Holy Place experience in Oct. 22, 1844. The fifty that remained out of that last movement were the wise virgins. The rest were foolish virgins and the door was closed at that time. That will be repeated again in our day. 

Sister White in Early Writings, in several passages addresses this closing of the door. I can think of five right off the top of my head. Two of the visions recorded in Early Writings, you’re all familiar with—when Christ moves from the Holy to the Most Holy Place, and Satan comes into the Holy Place and stands by the empty throne and gives light and power, but Christ, in the Most Holy Place, gives light, truth,  power, sweet peace, joy and love. Sister White is identifying that the door was closed to those people that would not move and they began to follow Satan. Their probation had come to an end. I would challenge any of us to find where Sister White speaks about where those people that would not enter in to the Most Holy Place experience before Oct. 22 1844 ever turned around.

“The crisis is stealing gradually upon us. The sun shines in the heavens, passing over its usual round, and the heavens still declare the glory of God. Men are still eating and drinking, planting and building, marrying, and giving in marriage. Merchants are still buying and selling. Men are jostling one against another, contending for the highest place. Pleasure lovers are still crowding to theaters, horse races, gambling hells. The highest excitement prevails, yet probation’s hour is fast closing, and every case is about to be eternally decided. Satan sees that his time is short. He has set all his agencies at work that men may be deceived, deluded, occupied and entranced, until the day of probation shall be ended, and the door of mercy be forever shut.” The Desire of Ages 636. 

The closing of the door is the close of probation.

Judgment is a progressive thing, it began with the first that died and proceeds until the judgment of the living. Judgment begins in the house of God and it is going to begin in the Seventh-day Adventist church with the men in responsible positions. You could even theorize that when the judgment of the living begins that it may begin with the General Conference president and work downward, but it’s progressive. So is the close of probation. The close of probation is going to begin with the Seventh-day Adventist church as they’re purified by the Sunday Law test, and they’ve all decided one way or another, the Latter Rain begins. Through that crisis time they clarify the issue of Sabbath and Sunday for the people in Babylon, who begin to take their stand on the Sabbath/Sunday issue and their probation closes accordingly. Finally probation closes for all mankind. Probation as well as judgment needs to be understood on a progressive time-line. 

This passage is identifying when it comes to its end for good. The Great Controversy, 428:
 “When the work of investigation shall be ended, when the cases of those who in all ages have professed to be followers of Christ have been examined and decided, then, and not till then, probation will close, and the door of mercy will be shut. Thus in the one short sentence, ‘They that were ready went in with Him to the marriage: and the door was shut,’ we are carried down through the Saviour’s final ministration, to the time when the great work for man’s salvation shall be completed.” 

 Notice how Sister White ties in the parable of the ten virgins with that?  She says the parable of the Ten Virgins illustrates the Advent experience right down to the close of human probation. 

THE PURIFICATION OF GOD’S CHURCH -4

THE WAYMARKS

From a presentation by Jeff Pippenger

We’re going to look at some of the waymarks identifying the purification of the church. A waymark is defined as a mark along the way. A way-mark is a mark on a line of prophecy. Prophecy can be illustrated on a time line that leads down to the end of the world. Prophetic waymarks are historical events that demonstrate the fulfillment of prophecy leading down to the end of the world. We’re presenting a line with an arrow pointing to the end of the world and we’re going to draw certain events out on this line in a specific order.

The focus of our study is the purification of God’s church which takes place at the Sunday Law. Right in the center of this line we’re going to draw a line and identify that as the Sunday Law. We’re going to show where we are in prophetic time and most way-marks, past and future, are directly connected with the Sunday issue. 
This understanding gives us a focus to bring prophecy into alignment here at the end of the world. 
One of the most important prophetic waymarks is the Sunday law, and when we put it on a time line like this and show how it relates to the other waymarks, we see why it is so important. The Sunday Law divides up the different waymarks into an easy to see sequence that we should understand. 

2 Peter 3:2-14: “That ye may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the commandment of us the apostles of the Lord and Saviour:  Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as [they were] from the beginning of the creation.  

“For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in the water: Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished: But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men. But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day [is] with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.

 “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up. [Seeing] then [that] all these things shall be dissolved, what manner [of persons] ought ye to be in [all] holy conversation and godliness, Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat?

 “Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.  Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless.”
The emphasis of prophecy is our need as God’s people to be found in Him, without spot and blameless and that the day of the Lord is going to come as a thief in the night. This is no doubt talking about the Second Coming of Christ but the events that lead up to the Second Coming of Christ are going to come as an overwhelming surprise as well. 

“The events connected with the close of probation and the work of preparation for the time of trouble, are clearly presented. But multitudes have no more understanding of these important truths than if they had never been revealed.” The Great Controversy, 594. 

“The events of the future will be discerned by prophecy, and will be understood.” Review and Herald, April 4, 1893. 

Some hesitate to study prophecy because they’re not so sure that we can really have confidence in what’s ahead. We can have a good understanding of what’s taken place in the past in fulfillment of prophecy but we can’t be too dogmatic about what’s ahead. That is not how the Spirit of Prophecy describes the situation, it says the events of the future will be discerned by prophecy; the events connected with the close of probation are clearly presented; these will be understood. These are important truths and we need to understand these things. This is how we will be able to walk through these end time events, if we understand their relationship to one another and what comes before what and what follows after. 

In Selected Messages, book 2, 102: Sister White is giving us a good definition of prophecy. She’s speaking of how the Millerites were presenting their messages.

“Historical events, showing the direct fulfillment of prophecy, were set before the people, and prophecy was seen to be a figurative delineation of events leading down to the close of this earth’s history.” 

Prophecy was seen to be a delineation of events set out on a line, one after another. The marks that you put on this line are historical events that demonstrate the fulfillment of prophecy. The historical events on this line that leads down to the end of the world in the days of the Millerites were the falling of the stars; 1798 the Papacy receives it’s deadly wound; 1844 the 2300 day prophecy comes to its end; 1843 the 1335 day prophecy comes to its end. They were demonstrating fulfillment of prophecy based on historical events that took place. 

This is what we’re going to do as well. We’re looking forward in the future to the Sunday Law but the Sunday Law will be a historical event. Historical events will precede the Sunday Law and follow it that will be fulfillments of prophecy having a specific sequence. 
When we begin to look at these waymarks In Adventism today, you’ll find different understandings of the place in the flow of events different way-marks take. That is unfortunate, because Sister White is very clear about the sequence, if you take the time and trouble to pull the information together, as a student of prophecy should. Bring it together and it’s very simple and very clear. 

Before the Test: 

Testimonies, vol. 5, 452: shows an event that we should look for in our time and I believe that this is under way as we speak.
“God has revealed what is to take place in the last days, that His people may be prepared to stand against the tempest of opposition and wrath. Those who have been warned of the events before them are not to sit in calm expectation of the coming storm, comforting themselves that the Lord will shelter His faithful ones in the day of trouble. We are to be as men waiting for their Lord, not in idle expectancy, but in earnest work, with unwavering faith. It is no time now to allow our minds to be engrossed with things of minor importance. While men are sleeping, Satan is actively arranging matters so that the Lord’s people may not have mercy or justice. The Sunday movement is now making its way in darkness. The leaders are concealing the true issue, and many who unite in the movement do not themselves see whither the undercurrent as tending. Its professions are mild and apparently Christian, but when it shall speak it will reveal the spirit of the dragon. It is our duty to do all in our power to avert the threatened danger. We should endeavor to disarm prejudice by placing ourselves in a proper light before the people. We should bring before them the real question at issue, thus interposing the most effectual protest against measures to restrict liberty of conscience. We should search the Scriptures and be able to give the reason for our faith. Says the prophet: ‘The wicked shall do wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall understand.”‘ Testimonies, vol. 5, 452. 

Today in the United States everything seems to be going just fine. It seems that everything is fine but one thing we need to remember as Seventh-day Adventists, is right now the movement for Sunday legislation is under way according to the prophet. It may be difficult in our humanity to see this or believe it but by faith we can accept it. We need to be doing our part to prepare those around us to understand the issues connected with religious liberty. 

Review and Herald, December 21, 1897: “In this time of prevailing iniquity, the Protestant churches that have rejected a ‘Thus saith the Lord,’ will reach a strange pass. They will be converted to the world. In their separation from God, they will seek to make falsehood and apostasy from God the law of the nation. They will work upon the rulers of the land to make laws to restore the lost ascendancy of the man of sin, who sits in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God. The Roman Catholic principles will be taken under the protection of the state. The protest of Bible truth will no longer be tolerated by those who have not made the law of God their rule of life.” Review and Herald, December 21, 1897. 

The work going on right now by the Christian Coalition is a total fulfillment of this last statement. The work going on by the Promise Keeper movement is a total fulfillment of this passage right here. Right now, the Protestant churches that have rejected a ‘thus saith the Lord’ have been converted to the world and they are doing a work to return Catholic principles to the ascendancy in the world and in this country, even if they do not understand what they are doing. It’s under way, we can see it in the world today. 

Review and Herald, June 1, 1886: “And this is the religion which Protestants are beginning to look upon with so much favor, and which will eventually be united with Protestantism. This union will not, however, be effected by a change in Catholicism; for Rome never changes. She claims infallibility. It is Protestantism that will change. The adoption of liberal ideas on its part will bring it where it can clasp the hand of Catholicism. ‘The Bible, the Bible, is the foundation of our faith,’ was the cry of Protestants in Luther’s time, while the Catholics cried, ‘The Fathers, custom, tradition.’ Now many Protestants find it difficult to prove their doctrines from the Bible, and yet they have not the moral courage to accept the truth which involves a cross; therefore they are fast coming to the ground of Catholics, and, using the best arguments they have to evade the truth, cite the testimony of the Fathers, and the customs and precepts of men.” Review and Herald, June 1, 1886. 

In the past ten years this has been fulfilled before our very eyes! If you haven’t paid close attention, if you read the encyclicals coming from the pope or the statements that come out from the Catholic church, they haven’t changed. This pope is one of the most dogmatic Catholic theologians of all the popes in modern history. He’s just as much a defender of Catholic customs and tradition as any pope has ever been and yet Protestant America comes closer and closer to him every day. We have prophetic reason to be alarmed, to be awakened to a crisis that is getting closer and closer every day. 

We’re going to look at what takes place before and at the Sunday law and then after. This is some of the way-marks that will precede the Sunday Law, 

The movement for Sunday, even if you’re not hearing about it in congress, is underway—Sister White tells us it’s underway.

Also during this time Protestant America will be coming closer and closer to Catholicism, that’s easy to see, it’s easy to demonstrate. 

Review and Herald, July 16, 1901: “In his work Satan pretends to be very religious. He finds this the most effective way of carrying on the work he began in heaven. Under his guidance the Christian world has made void the law of God by tearing down the seventh-day Sabbath, and exalting in its stead a common working day. As men depart further and further from God, Satan is permitted to have power over the children of disobedience. He hurls destruction among men. There is calamity by land and sea. Property and life are destroyed by fire and flood. Satan resolves to charge this upon those who refuse to bow to the idol which he has set up. His agents point to Seventh-day Adventists as the cause of the trouble. ‘These people stand out in defiance of law,’ they say. ‘They desecrate Sunday. Were they compelled to obey the law for Sunday observance, there would be a cessation of these terrible judgments.’

“The civil power is called to the aid of the Church in persecuting those who keep holy the seventh day. The Church and the world are united in trampling upon God’s commandments, and those who obey these commandments they threaten with death. John declares, ‘The dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.’ The decree goes forth that no man shall be allowed to buy or sell save he that has the mark or the number of the Beast. 

“As God’s people approach the final crisis, they must with increasing power proclaim the message He has given them. The warning must be given to the churches. God’s requirements must be laid before those who are transgressing His law. They must be made to understand that this is a life and death question. God’s remnant people are to fill the earth with the cry of the third angel.” Review and Herald, July 16, 1901.”
This is no doubt after the Sunday Law when the disasters are increased and there’s a movement to bring the Sunday legislation throughout the world. Here Adventists are being pointed to as ones breaking the law of the land, the Sunday Law. The principle we need to see here is as men depart further and further from God, Satan has more and more power to hurl destruction among them. We can see the world departing further and further away from God, so we know that Satan has more of this power and this accelerates as we get closer to the end of the world. 

Knowing that the power Satan has is increasing daily, and looking around at all the disasters taking place around us, we can see that it is increasing. We see an easy avenue for Satan to bring an economic crisis and the Spirit of Prophecy makes it clear that an economic crisis precedes the Sunday Law. 
What we want to see is that Satan has more and more opportunity and power and authority to bring disasters everyday—because the world is departing from God more and more everyday. We can expect some major turn of events, some major catastrophe that’s going to bring about an economic crisis here in the United States. In Evangelism, 62-63 Sister White says, “Money will soon depreciate in value very suddenly when the reality of eternal scenes opens to the senses of man.” 

We have a warning that suddenly money is going to depreciate in value. This of course hopefully brings conviction to our hearts that if we haven’t all that we posses right now on the altar of the Lord, we ought to. We ought to have everything that we posses on the Lord’s altar that He might convict us of where to use these assets for His work before it’s too late. Before a hundred dollars is only worth 10 cents. 

The Great Controversy, 590; “And then the great deceiver will persuade men that those who serve God are causing these evils. The class that have provoked the displeasure of Heaven will charge all their troubles upon those whose obedience to God’s commandments is a perpetual reproof to transgressors. It will be declared that men are offending God by the violation of the Sunday sabbath; that this sin has brought calamities which will not cease until Sunday observance shall be strictly enforced; and that those who present the claims of the fourth commandment, thus destroying reverence for Sunday, are troublers of the people, preventing their restoration to divine favor and temporal prosperity.” 

It’s that last phrase in there that we need to wrap our mind around. The people of the United States are going to lean upon the legislators to pass a Sunday Law in order for divine favor and temporal prosperity to be returned unto them. Something has removed this temporal prosperity, something has taken away what they believe is divine favor. It’s these calamities that Satan has been allowed to do as the Protestant world gets further and further away from the Lord, to where the people of the United States will lean upon their legislators to pass a Sunday Law. This is brought about by some kind of economic crisis that has removed temporal prosperity. We know that suddenly as an overwhelming surprise, these end time events are going to begin and thus open the door for the Sunday Law.  

 “By false representations and angry appeals, men will stir up the passions of the people. Not having a ‘Thus saith the Scriptures’ to bring against the advocates of the Bible Sabbath, they will resort to oppressive enactments to supply the lack. To secure popularity and patronage, legislators will yield to the demand for Sunday laws.” Prophets and Kings, 605-606. 

We’re just before this time period when suddenly the world is going to turn upon Seventh-day Adventists, particularly here in the United States because this is where it begins. Something’s going to happen to the economy in the United States—most likely it will have something to do with catastrophes or storms that are going to bring about an economic catastrophe—the collapse of the stock market. In a short period of time, because the final movements are rapid ones, the people of the United States are going to be led to look more and more closely at Seventh-day Adventists as the reason that these calamities are sweeping away the temporal prosperity. They’re going to put pressure upon the legislators to pass the Sunday Law that is supposedly going to lead them out of this pit of ruin.

Today in the United States it’s hard to see many legislators that you could have confidence would stand on principle in this time of crisis. We have the most politically minded group of legislators that ever has been. They’d go whichever way the wind blows. It’s not easy to see any who would have the kind of integrity or backbone of an Abraham Lincoln. We have secular minded, worldly-minded people today in our political office and when these things come, they will bow to the pressure that’s brought. It’s easy to see that this scenario is already set just waiting for these final movements to get under way. 

Before the Sunday Law we should expect to see a false revival taking place and sure enough if you’ve been watching what’s going on in the charismatic movement which is in the Protestant churches in America, you are watching this false revival.

One place is the ‘Vineyard Movement’ the movement that spawned ‘holy laughter’ and some of the revivals that are going on in Florida today, the ‘Brownsville revival’, the ‘Toronto Blessing revival’. These ‘holy laughter’ revivals are totally not of the Lord. It’s unbelievable that people that are familiar with the Bible could accept them as genuine Christian experiences, yet the Protestant world is looking to this as a revival that they’re expecting to take place.

The ‘Vineyard Movement’ is also where we get the ‘Promise Keepers’ movement out of and the ‘Promise Keepers’ is bringing political force into alignment that might even be more sinister than the Christian Coalition and Pat Robertson’s group. They will all work together no doubt here at the end. Out of charismatic Protestant America, the ‘Vineyard Movement’ we can see not only ‘holy laughter’ but the ‘Promise Keepers’ and the people that are associated with these movements believe they are involved with a revival. We know that at the Sunday Law, God’s church is purified and then the Latter Rain is poured out in earnest without measure. It will, no doubt, be sprinkling on some before that time. Before the real Latter Rain begins, we’ve been told that there will be a false revival that Satan will attempt to bring in to undermine the true.

Early Writings, 261: “I saw that God has honest children among the nominal Adventists and the fallen churches, and before the plagues shall be poured out, ministers and people will be called out from these churches and will gladly receive the truth. Satan knows this; and before the loud cry of the third angel is given, he raises an excitement in these religious bodies, that those who have rejected the truth may think that God is with them. He hopes to deceive the honest and lead them to think that God is still working for the churches. But the light will shine, and all who are honest will leave the fallen churches, and take their stand with the remnant.” Early Writings, 261. 

In the secular TV of today, over the past 10-15 years this false charismatic revival that is taking place in the Protestant churches in the United States is well under way. There have been specials from the secular world documenting what’s going on in this false revival.
The Great Controversy, 464: “Notwithstanding the widespread declension of faith and piety, there are true followers of Christ in these churches. Before the final visitation of God’s judgments upon the earth there will be among the people of the Lord such a revival of primitive godliness as has not been witnessed since apostolic times. The Spirit and power of God will be poured out upon His children. At that time many will separate themselves from those churches in which the love of this world has supplanted love for God and His word. Many, both of ministers and people, will gladly accept those great truths which God has caused to be proclaimed at this time to prepare a people for the Lord’s second coming. 

“The enemy of souls desires to hinder this work; and before the time for such a movement shall come, he will endeavor to prevent it by introducing a counterfeit. In those churches which he can bring under his deceptive power he will make it appear that God’s special blessing is poured out; there will be manifest what is thought to be great religious interest. Multitudes will exult that God is working marvelously for them, when the work is that of another spirit. Under a religious guise, Satan will seek to extend his influence over the Christian world.” The Great Controversy, 464. 

We’re here at this waymark, this historical event that is demonstrating that prophecy is fulfilled in the land today and this waymark takes place before the Latter Rain is poured out. It comes before the true power of God is placed on His people, when primitive godliness and the purification of the Church, allows the Latter Rain and the Loud Cry to be poured out and proclaimed by these people at the Sunday Law issue. Before the Sunday Law we should expect to see this counterfeit, and the counterfeit is here. We in Adventism may not be willing to believe that we’re that close to the end; at least the majority of us seem unwilling to bring our lives into agreement with that great truth, but Satan knows that we’re here and Satan is doing his part in fulfilling this prophecy of the false revival which precedes the Sunday Law.

The Sunday Law is what purifies the church. I as a Seventh-day Adventist will either receive the Mark of the Beast or the Seal of God. If I receive the Seal of God the Latter Rain will be poured out upon me empowering me to give the Loud Cry message. The Sunday Law is the test that purifies the church and before the Sunday Law there will be some among us that will believe these truths and just prior to the Sunday Law, when this issue is being argued about in congress, and working it’s way through the presses of the land, television and radio, those that have prepared to be among the faithful during the testing time will begin to receive the sprinkling of the Latter Rain. The Latter Rain will not be poured out without measure until the church is purified but anyone that has brought his character and his life experience up to the standard and is seeking and pleading for the Holy Spirit can rest assured that the Lord will give it to him. 
You can see this beginning sprinkling of the Latter Rain just prior to the Sunday Law illustrated in The Great Controversy, 605-606: “Heretofore those who presented the truths of the third angel’s message have often been regarded as mere alarmists. Their predictions that religious intolerance would gain control in the United States, that church and state would unite to persecute those who keep the commandments of God, have been pronounced groundless and absurd. It has been confidently declared that this land could never become other than what it has been-the defender of religious freedom. But as the question of enforcing Sunday observance is widely agitated, the event so long doubted and disbelieved is seen to be approaching, and the third message will produce an effect which it could not have had before.” The Great Controversy, 605-606. 

As the question of Sunday is agitated the third angel’s message is suddenly going to have a power come into it. It will have an effect that it couldn’t have before and this power, this effect, is going to be demonstrated by those that have prepared for the coming test by bringing their character into agreement with all the light and having the oil in their vessel. In this sense we can see the sprinkling of the Latter Rain beginning prior to the testing time which purifies the church, allowing the Lord to pour out the Latter Rain without measure upon a bride that has made herself ready.

In Christ’s day, perhaps the main reason that the Jews crucified Christ was their misunderstanding of prophecy. This misunderstanding of prophecy is one of the many type/antitype situations that Adventism has the possibility of repeating. 

“In our day as in Christ’s day, there may be a misreading and misinterpreting of the Scriptures. If the Jews had studied the Scriptures with earnest, prayerful hearts, their searching would have been rewarded with a true knowledge of the time, and not only the time, but also the manner of Christ’s appearing. They would not have ascribed the glorious second appearing of Christ to His first advent. They had the testimony of Daniel; they had the testimony of Isaiah and the other prophets; they had the teachings of Moses; and here was Christ in their very midst, and still they were searching the Scriptures for evidence in regard to His coming. And they were doing unto Christ the very things that had been prophesied they would do. They were so blinded they knew not what they were doing.” Evangelism, 612-613. 

We have this possibility of misunderstanding the prophecies and not even recognizing that the time of our visitation is here. One of the clear misunderstandings that Sister White has said that is a possibility for us to fall into concerns the Latter Rain. 

“Many have in a great measure failed to receive the former rain. They have not obtained all the benefits that God has thus provided for them. They expect that the lack will be supplied by the latter rain. When the richest abundance of grace shall be bestowed, they intend to open their hearts to receive it. They are making a terrible mistake. The work that God has begun in the human heart in giving His light and knowledge must be continually going forward. Every individual must realize his own necessity .The heart must be emptied of every defilement and cleansed for the indwelling of the Spirit. It was by the confession and forsaking of sin, by earnest prayer and consecration of themselves to God, that the early disciples prepared for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost. The same work, only in greater degree, must be done now.

 “Then the human agent had only to ask for the blessing, and wait for the Lord to perfect the work concerning him. It is God who began the work, and He will finish His work, making man complete in Jesus Christ. But there must be no neglect of the grace represented by the former rain. Only those who are living up to the light they have will receive greater light, unless we are daily advancing in the exemplification of the active Christian virtues, we shall not recognize the manifestations of the Holy Spirit in the latter rain. It may be falling on hearts all around us, but we shall not discern or receive it.” Testimonies to Ministers, 507. 

This is one of the deceptions that Adventists will fall into that parallels what the Jews did to Christ, not recognizing that He was the Messiah though He was right in front of them. Here we see a statement that the Latter Rain will be falling all around us but some won’t see it. This takes place before the purification of the church, because at the Sunday Law test the wheat and the tares are separated and the Latter Rain is going to be poured out without measure! Here prior to the Sunday Law test, we see a sprinkling of the Latter Rain illustrated. We see those that haven’t received the former rain into their experience, those that have been preparing for the Mark of the Beast, those that are going to continue to be among the foolish virgins, those that are going to be the Laodecians spewed out of the mouth of the Lord. The latter Rain will be beginning to be poured out around them and they won’t even recognize it. We must not be among those people! 

 “The third angel’s message is swelling into a loud cry, and you must not feel at liberty to neglect the present duty, and still entertain the idea that at some future time you will be the recipients of great blessing, when without any effort on your part a wonderful revival will take place. Today you are to give yourselves to God, that he may make of you vessels unto honor, and meet for his service. Today you are to give yourself to God, that you may be emptied of self, emptied of envy, jealousy, evil-surmising, strife, everything that shall be dishonoring to God. Today you are to have your vessel purified that it may be ready for the heavenly dew, ready for the showers of the latter rain; for the latter rain will come, and the blessing of God will fill every soul that is purified from every defilement. It is our work today to yield our souls to Christ, that we may be fitted for the time of refreshing from the presence of the Lord-fitted for the baptism of the Holy Spirit.” Review and Herald, March 22, 1892. 

Before the Sunday Law we must be drinking in the former rain. 

Before the Sunday Law we’re going to see the combination of church and state developing and coming together in the United States. We must understand what the Image of the Beast is because it is being developed during this time leading up to the Sunday Law. In Revelation 13:11, when United States speaks as a dragon, Sister White tells us that the ‘speaking’ of a nation is the action of its legislative and judicial branches. Therefore, when United States speaks as a Dragon, it’s an action of Congress when it legislates the Sunday Law.

 In Revelation 13:11 we see that the Sunday Law is passed in the United States but also we see that the Image of the Beast is brought to maturity in the United States. The only definition that Sister White gives for the Image of the Beast is the combination of church and state. When secular power is used to enforce religious dogma or to sustain her institutions, the United States has formed an image of the Roman hierarchy. The Image of the Beast is the prophetic symbol of the combination of Church and State. Even though it’s directly related to the Sunday Law, it is distinctly different. The Image of the Beast is describing the principles that guide the powers that be to enforce the Sunday Law. The Sunday Law is not the Image of the Beast; it is the Mark of the Beast. Sister White clearly distinguishes between these two aspects in the Great Controversy. 

Though the Sunday Law arrives when it does, before it arrives there’s going to be many legal maneuverings and precedents, taking place in the congress of the United States. The Supreme Court will prepare the steps to allow a Sunday Law to be passed and enforced. This legal precedence, this legal machinery has already begun to tear down the constitution of the United States. As this legal machinery, designed to destroy the separation of church and state in the constitution of the United States, progresses, it is symbolically the raising up of the Image of the Beast. 
In the time period preceding the Sunday Law, we should expect to see, and it’s going on today, the legal challenges to the constitution going forward destined to be the precedents that will tear the heart out of the constitution of the United States, the symbolic ‘wall’ of separation of Church and State. 

The Image to the Beast 

“But what is the ‘image to the beast’? and how is it to be formed? The image is made by the two-homed beast, and is an image to the beast. It is also called an image of the beast. Then to learn what the image is like and how it is to be formed we must study the characteristics of the beast itself-the papacy. 

“When the early church became corrupted by departing from the simplicity of the gospel and accepting heathen rites and customs, she lost the Spirit and power of God; and in order to control the consciences of the people, she sought the support of the secular power. The result was the papacy, a church that controlled the power of the state and employed it to further her own ends, especially for the punishment of ‘heresy.’ In order for the United States to form an image of the beast, the religious power must so control the civil government that the authority of the state will also be employed by the church to accomplish her own ends. The Great Controversy, 443. 

“In the movements now in progress in the United States to secure for the institutions and usages of the church the support of the state, (and Brothers and sisters, those movements are alive and well!) Protestants are following in the steps of papists. Nay, more, they are opening the door for the papacy to regain in Protestant America the supremacy which she has lost in the Old World. And that which gives greater significance to this movement is the fact that the principal object contemplated is the enforcement of Sunday observance--a custom which originated with Rome, and which she claims as the sign of her authority. It is the spirit of the papacy-the spirit of conformity to worldly customs, the veneration for human traditions above the commandments of God-that is permeating the Protestant churches and leading them on to do the same work of Sunday exaltation which the papacy has done before them.

 “If the reader would understand the agencies to be employed in the soon-coming contest, he has but to trace the record of the means which Rome employed for the same object in ages past. If he would know how papists and Protestants united will deal with those who reject their dogmas, let him see the spirit which Rome manifested toward the Sabbath and its defenders. Royal edicts, general councils, and church ordinances sustained by secular power were the steps by which the pagan festival attained its position of honor in the Christian world. The first public measure enforcing Sunday observance was the law enacted by Constantine. (A. D. 321) This edict required townspeople to rest on ‘the venerable day of the sun,’ but permitted countrymen to continue their agricultural pursuits. Though virtually a heathen statute, it was enforced by the emperor after his nominal acceptance of Christianity.” The Great Controversy, 573-574. 

Sister White talks about how the Sunday Laws were brought into the Roman Empire and it wasn’t just overnight. It was step by step, a little bit here and a little bit there; that is going on in the United States today. 
Whether the legal ramifications the abortion issue, or the parochial school funding, the religious freedom amendment, there’s so many issues going on in congress right now probably without the authors of these laws understanding the implications. These laws are destined, and have been designed by Satan, to remove the separation of Church and State, the symbolic ‘wall’ that has guarded religious freedom in that country. It’s underway today; it’s easy to see that we are at this time that precedes the Sunday Law.

“And let it be remembered, it is the boast of Rome that she never changes. The principles of Gregory VII and Innocent III are still the principles of the Roman Catholic Church. And had she but the power, she would put them in practice with as much vigor now as in past centuries. Protestants little know what they are doing when they propose to accept the aid of Rome in the work of Sunday exaltation. While they are bent upon the accomplishment of their purpose, Rome is aiming to reestablish her power, to recover her lost supremacy. Let the principle once be established in the United States that the church may employ or control the power of the state; that religious observances may be enforced by secular laws; in short, that the authority of church and state is to dominate the conscience, and the triumph of Rome in this country is assured. 

“The Protestants of the United States will be foremost in stretching their hands across the gulf to grasp the hand of Spiritualism; they will reach over the abyss to clasp hands with the Roman power; and under the influence of this threefold union, this country will follow in the steps of Rome in trampling on the rights of conscience.” The Great Controversy, 588. 

The Shaking: 

“I was pointed to the providence of God among His people and was shown that every trial made by the refining, purifying process upon professed Christians proves some to be dross. The fine gold does not always appear. In every religious crisis some fall under temptation. The shaking of God blows away multitudes like dry leaves. Prosperity multiplies a mass of professors. Adversity purges them out of the church. As a class, their spirits are not steadfast with God. They go out from us because they are not of us; for when tribulation or persecution arises because of the word, many are offended.” Testimonies, vol. 4, 89. 

 The Sunday Law Test:
“Can two walk together, except they be agreed?” Amos 3:3. 

“When our nation shall so abjure the principles of its government as to enact a Sunday law, Protestantism will in this act join hands with popery.” Testimonies, vol. 5,712. 

Revelation 13:11, when the United States passes a Sunday Law everything changes in the United States. 

This is where the waymarks of end time events come to fruition; they all unfold at this point. It is at this point that the church is purified and the Latter Rain is poured out. It’s at this point those who receive the Latter Rain begin to give the Loud Cry and National apostasy is followed by National ruin. It’s at this point that Laodecia is spewed out of the mouth of the Lord, the dross is separated from the gold in the church and the foolish virgins have the door of their probation closed while the wise begin to receive the Latter Rain. It’s at this point that the eleventh hour workers, still in Babylon, begin to understand the issues and come and take their stand with God’s people. 

There is, in Adventism, another potential misunderstanding of prophecy as we come to the end of the world. Sister White speaks of God’s faithful children in the other churches of Babylon, sometimes she calls them the one hour workers that come out of Babylon, sometimes she calls them the 11th hour workers, or God’s other children, but she invariably calls them God’s children. They’re His people. Jesus said, “Other sheep have I that are not of this fold”, they are His sheep though.

These people begin to respond to the Loud Cry Message after the Sunday Law in the United States, when National apostasy is followed by National ruin. Sister White says the judgments of God were in the land. The judgments that follow the Sunday Law, is a time of mercy for those that have never known the truth. Those of His children that are still in Babylon are involved in a time of mercy. The door of their probation is still open and they still have the potential to come and stand with God’s people. The point that Adventism may be prone to misunderstand in this end time scenario is this, those people at this point are already called God’s children. 

If we believe that at the Sunday Law we’re going to receive the Latter Rain and go out and introduce the very basic fundamentals of Christianity, the very rudimentary beliefs to the people out in the world, and they are going to start to make decisions about whether they want to become a Christian or not—we are deceiving ourselves. God’s people in Babylon are already God’s people. It is not seed-sowing time when the Latter Rain is being poured out, it’s the reaping time. 
If we are going to fulfill our responsibility as Seventh-day Adventists at the end of the world, we have to be sowing these missionary seeds before the Sunday Law. We have to be doing our work to bring people into an experience of Christianity before the Sunday Law. Then during the crisis that follows the Sunday Law these people can take a stand based on the issues. Invariably, the people that take a stand for the Lord are identified by Sister White as His children, they already have some kind of experience with the Lord and have developed some kind of relationship. Let’s not fall into the trap of thinking that we can put off our missionary labors until the Latter Rain. We need to go to work for our neighbors today. Now!

Seventh-day Adventists Bible Commentary, vol. 7,977, is the clearest passage of what the Sunday Law test is. As the Image of the Beast, the combination of church and state is being developed in the United States by one law, one ruling, one enactment after another, it builds to a situation where a Sunday Law can be passed, sustained and enforced.

In this legal framework that’s developed, there will no doubt be Sunday Laws; there are already Sunday Laws in the United States. But the Sunday Law that fulfils Bible prophecy is specific, and in this passage these specifications are most clearly defined.  

“A time is coming when the law of God is, in a special sense, to be made void in our land. The rulers of our nation will, by legislative enactments, enforce the Sunday law, and thus God’s people be brought into great peril. When our nation, in its legislative councils, shall enact laws to bind the consciences of men in regard to their religious privileges, enforcing Sunday observance, and bringing oppressive power to bear against those who keep the seventh-day Sabbath, the law of God will, to all Intents and purposes, be made void In our land; and national apostasy will be followed by national ruin.” The Seventh-day Adventists Bible Commentary, vol. 7,977.

There’s 2 points there that defines the Sunday Law that fulfils Bible prophecy. (Revelation 13:11). It is the one that enforces Sunday observance and brings oppressive power against those people who keep the Sabbath. I had the privilege of being in Chile when they had just passed a Sunday Law. It read that any employee that wanted off on Sundays could tell his employer to let him off and the employer had to let him off. He had to work around it. That was the Sunday Law that was imposed in Chile and it was creating havoc in their shopping malls down there. Chile is like the United States of South America, they have a very affluent country down there and it was causing problems. But this isn’t the Sunday Law that Bible prophecy’s speaking about. The Sunday Law of Bible prophecy is when Sunday observance is enforced and Sabbath observance is persecuted.  

Another aspect of this passage in Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, vol. 7,977, worth understanding is that after the Sunday Law—comes National Ruin. There will be catastrophes and we see them in the land today. There will be catastrophes and crisis that lead up to the Sunday Law but everything falls apart at the Sunday Law. 

There are some in Adventism from time to time that teach that perhaps the Sunday Law is going to come by executive agreement, the President is just going to sign it into effect and that’s it. Rev. 13:11 says United States will speak as a dragon and the speaking of a nation according to the Spirit of Prophecy is an action of its legislative and judicial branches. In the passage we just read, Sister White is clear that this Nation will by legislative enactments enforce the Sunday Law. “When our nation, in its legislative councils.” The Sunday Law is going to go through congress. It’s going to be discussed, it’s going to be argued, it’s going to become an issue in the press of the land and then it’s going to be passed. It is not coming overnight by some kind of secret pronouncement by the president. That is not how prophecy tells us it will come to pass. 

 “The Sabbath will be the great test of loyalty; for it is the point of truth especially controverted. When the final test shall be brought to bear upon men, then the line of distinction will be drawn between those who serve God and those who serve him not. While the observance i of the false sabbath in compliance with the law of the state, contrary to the fourth commandment, will be an avowal of an allegiance to a power that is in opposition to God, the keeping of the true Sabbath, in obedience to God’s law, is an evidence of loyalty to the Creator. While one class, by accepting the sign of submission to earthly powers, receive the mark of the beast, the other, choosing the token of allegiance to divine authority, receive the seal of God.” The Great Controversy, 605. 

It’s at the Sunday Law that we either receive the Mark of the Beast or the Seal of God, when that test is brought to us individually. 

THE PURIFICATION OF GOD’S CHURCH -5
THE WAYMARKS 2

From a presentation by Jeff Pippenger

“A time is coming when the law of God is, in a special sense, to be made void in our land. The rulers of our nation will, by legislative enactments, enforce the Sunday law, and thus God’s people be brought into great peril. When our nation, in its legislative councils, shall enact laws to bind the consciences of men in regard to their religious privileges, enforcing Sunday observance, and bringing oppressive power to bear against those who keep the seventh-day Sabbath, the law of God will, to all Intents and purposes, be made void In our land; and national apostasy will be followed by national ruin." 

"God would have his people prepared for the soon-coming crisis. Prepared or unprepared, we must all meet it. Only those whose characters are thoroughly disciplined to meet the divine standard will be able to stand firm in that testing time. But when enemies shall be on every side, watching them for evil, the God of Heaven will be watching his precious jewels for good. When secular rulers unite with the ministers of religion to come between God and our conscience, then those who cherish the fear of God will be revealed. When the darkness is deepest, then the light of a noble, Godlike character will shine the brightest. When every other trust fails, then it will be seen who have an abiding trust in God." Sketches from the Life of Paul, 252.

We are looking at the historical events, the waymarks that precede the Sunday Law. Sister White told us that the events connected with the close of probation have been clearly revealed but multitudes have no more understanding of these truths than if they’d never been revealed. We need to identify the events connected with the close of probation. The close of probation corresponds to the purification of the church. In our last presentation we looked at the events that come before the Sunday Law. 

The economic collapse destined to take place in fulfillment of the passage where Sister White says the people of the United States are going to pressure the legislators to pass a Sunday Law in order that they may return—“to temporal prosperity and divine favor.” Something happens in this country prior to the Sunday Law that removes temporal prosperity and the book ‘Evangelism’ tells us that money will devaluate rapidly. 

Before the Sunday Law we should expect to see a false revival take place in protestant America and it is here! The ‘holy laughter movement’ in agreement with the ‘Promise Keeper Movement’—it’s easy to see this false revival is underway.

The Image of the Beast will be erected in the United States prior to the Sunday Law—the Image of the Beast is defined in the Spirit of Prophecy as the combination of Church and State. When secular power is controlled and used by the churches to enforce their religious dogmas and sustain their institutions—this is the Image of the Beast. Before the Sunday Law we should expect to see the kind of legal enactments taking place, power plays by the spiritual politicians and it’s happening in the United States, that’s easy to demonstrate through the testimony of the press, TV and radio. Everything that we been forewarned would precede the Sunday Law is taking place in the United States today. 

There are two characteristics to identify the Sunday Law that fulfils Rev. 13:11—the Sunday Law of prophecy is the law that enforces Sunday observance and persecutes those who keep the Sabbath. In The Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, vol. 7,977, Sister White is clear that the Sunday Law that fulfils Bible prophecy will come through the legislative branch of the United States. It’s not going to be a secret law that the President signs in the middle of the night and the next day there’s a Sunday Law. That doesn’t fulfill prophecy, it doesn’t fulfill the circumstances that have been defined and set forth for us that this issue will be discussed; it will be acted upon by the people of the land. Even some of the legislators of this country will begin to see the truth of religious liberty if they don’t already and they will make a stand during this argument for the truth.

At the Sunday Law we either receive the Mark of the Beast or the Seal of God. If (the ‘if’ is the important variable here) if we have an understanding of these issues prior to the test, and the people in the United States that have an understanding of Sabbath and Sunday when the Sunday Law arises are Seventh-day Adventists. You may say, ‘well, there’s probably Seventh-day Adventists in the church today who really don’t understand the issues of Sabbath and Sunday so they won’t be held accountable to this principle of who receives the Mark of the Beast when the tests arrive because they don’t understand the issues.’

I’m sorry, but the Spirit of Prophecy is clear that we’re not judged by the light we have, we’re judged by the light we could have had had we availed ourselves and there is not an excuse for a Seventh-day Adventist in the United States to not understand the issues of Sabbath and Sunday. When the Sunday Law comes to the United States, every Seventh-day Adventist in the United States is without excuse. You’ve either prepared your character for the Mark of the Beast or the Seal of God. The church is purified at that time.

The Seal of God:

It is very clear what characteristics those that receive the Seal of God will have.

 "Not one of us will ever receive the seal of God while our characters have one spot or stain upon them. It is left with us to remedy the defects in our characters, to cleanse the soul temple of every defilement. Then the latter rain will fall upon us as the early rain fell upon the disciples on the Day of Pentecost. ... 

"What are you doing, brethren, in the great work of preparation? Those who are uniting with the world are receiving the worldly mold and preparing for the mark of the beast. Those who are distrustful of self, who are humbling themselves before God and purifying their souls by obeying the truth these are receiving the heavenly mold and preparing for the seal of God in their foreheads. When the decree goes forth and the stamp is impressed, their character will remain pure and spotless for eternity. 

"Now is the time to prepare. The seal of God will never be placed upon the forehead of an impure man or woman. It will never be placed upon the forehead of the ambitious, world-loving man or woman. It will never be placed upon the forehead of men or women of false tongues or deceitful hearts. All who receive the seal must be without spot before God--candidates for heaven. Go forward, my brethren and sisters. I can only write briefly upon these points at this time, merely calling your attention to the necessity of preparation. Search the Scriptures for yourselves, that you may understand the fearful solemnity of the present hour." Testimonies, vol. 5,214-216.

 Adventists during our time of wandering in the wilderness have not been studying prophecy or these waymarks or how they come together, but it is clear as she said here, no one receives the Latter Rain that has any sin in their life. She says that anyone that has sin in their life has prepared their character for the Mark of the Beast. Those that through the power of the Holy Spirit have overcome sin have prepared for the Seal of God. This takes place when the decree goes forth, when the Sunday decree is enforced, it will be demonstrated in Adventism what character we have developed for that test, whether it is for the Seal of God or the Mark of the Beast. The whole bottom line of this study of the purification of God’s church is to remind us that we need to prepare for this test before the test arrives. 

"Just as soon as the people of God are sealed in their foreheads—it is not any seal or mark that can be seen, but a settling into the truth, both intellectually and spiritually, so they cannot be moved—just as soon as God's people are sealed and prepared for the shaking, it will come. Indeed, it has begun already; the judgments of God are now upon the land, to give us warning, that we may know what is coming." The Seventh-day Adventists Bible Commentary, volume 4, 1161. 

The Mark of the Beast: 

"The soul that has had light in regard to the Lord's Sabbath, His memorial of Creation, and to save himself from inconvenience and reproach has chosen to remain disloyal, has sold his Lord. He has dishonored the name of Christ. He has taken his stand with the armies of antichrist." Manuscript Releases, number 12, 149. 

Once again, the soul that had light on the Sabbath and Sunday issue at the time of the Sunday test is the Seventh-day Adventists. When the church is purified at this test, those faithful Seventh-day Adventists will then, through their experience, their testimony and the trial that they’re thrown into with the government, clarify the issue for God’s children that are still in Babylon. The beginning of the test hits Adventism first and if for whatever reason, if for our convenience we choose to accept the Sunday observance, we’ve sold our Lord and have taken our position in the army of antichrist.

 "If we are true servants of God there should be no question in our minds as to whether we should obey his commandments or seek our own temporal interests. If the believers in the truth are not sustained by their faith in these comparatively peaceful days, what will uphold them when the grand test comes, and the decree goes forth against all those who will not worship the image of the beast, and receive his mark in their foreheads or in their hands? This solemn period is not far off. Instead of becoming weak and irresolute, the people of God should be gathering strength and courage for the time of trouble. 

"Jesus, our great example, in his life and death, taught the strictest obedience. He died, the just for the unjust, the innocent for the guilty, that the honor of God’s law might be preserved and yet man not utterly perish. Sin is the transgression of the law. If the sin of Adam brought such inexpressible wretchedness, requiring the sacrifice of God's dear Son, what will be the punishment of those who, seeing the light of truth, set at naught the fourth commandment of the Lord? 

"Circumstances will not justify anyone in working upon the Sabbath for the sake of worldly profit. If God excuses one man, he may excuse all. But, says one, why may not a man who is poor work upon the Sabbath to earn means for a livelihood when he might by so doing be better able to support his family? Why may not other brethren, or all of us, keep the Sabbath only when it is convenient to do so? The voice from Sinai makes answer: 'Six days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work; but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God. ' ... 

"God will visit with judgments those who profess to serve him, yet really serve mammon. They who disregard the Lord's express injunction in order to advantage themselves, are heaping future woe upon themselves. The people of God should inquire closely if they have not, like the Jews, made the temple of God a place of merchandise. Christ said, My Father's house shall be called an house of prayer, but ye have made it a den of thieves." Review and Herald, October 21, 1876.

There is no excuse when the Sunday Law arrives that will get us around the issue of observing Sabbath and not observing Sunday. If we observe Sunday at that time period we receive the Mark of the Beast. It’s as simple and clear in the Spirit of Prophecy as any doctrine that you can find in the Bible.

 "The time is not far distant when the test will come to every soul. The mark of the beast will be urged upon us. Those who have step by step yielded to worldly demands, and conformed to worldly customs, will not find it a hard matter to yield to the powers that be, rather than subject themselves to derision, insult, threatened imprisonment, and death. The contest is between the commandments of God and the commandments of men." Review and Herald, April 27, 1911.

There’s no excuse for Seventh-day Adventists to not uphold the Sabbath during the Sunday Law test! That’s the end of the road for Adventism, because it’s at that point that the whole issue of Sabbath and Sunday is lifted before the world, and if a Seventh-day Adventist hasn’t learned how to live and uphold the Sabbath by faith before that test, his time is run out, because the test is underway. It’s the time when the world, those in Babylon, are going to look at this test as played out among God’s people in the courts of the land, and they’re going to have a clear picture. It’s not going to be confused by the church hem-hawing about whether they can or cannot keep Sabbath. The Sunday Law is the dividing line. 

Another thing connected with this waymark is, first the Sunday Law comes to the United States and then the entire world follows her lead. 

The Sequence:

 “As America, the land of religious liberty, shall unite with the Papacy in forcing the conscience and compelling men to honor the false sabbath, the people of every country on the globe will be led to follow her example." Testimonies, vol. 6, 18. 

"Foreign nations will follow the example of the United States. Though she leads out, yet the same crisis will come upon our people in all parts of the world." Ibid., 395.

First the United States, then the rest of the world—this is just what Revelation 13 teaches. First the United States in verse 11 speaks as a dragon, when it speaks as a dragon it passes the Sunday Law according to the Spirit of Prophecy and when it speaks as a dragon it also sets up the Image of the Beast in the United States. In verse 14, the last half of the verse, United States says this: “saying to them that dwell on the Earth”. It’s not speaking to the inhabitants of the United States now, it is “saying to them that dwell on the earth that they should make an image to the Beast, which had the wound by a sword and did live.” The Beast that had the wound and did live is the Papacy. What the United States says to the world here is that they should make an Image to the Beast. 

What is the Image to the Beast? According to the Spirit of Prophecy, it’s when secular power is used to enforce religious dogma. In order for the United States to tell the world set up an Image to the Beast, the world has to have a secular government in place in order to use that secular power throughout the world to enforce religious dogma. That’s exactly what verse 15 says, “and he (the United States) had power to give life unto the Image of the Beast that the Image of the Beast should both speak (and this is the one that it tells the world to set up. That this world Image of the Beast) should both speak and cause that as many as should not worship the Image of the Beast should be killed.” 

Now this ‘speaking’ in Bible prophecy according to the Spirit of Prophecy is the action of the legislative and judicial branches of a nation. So when we see United States in verse 14 telling the world to set up an Image of the Beast, we see it telling the world that they need to put in place a world government that has the ability to enforce religious dogma throughout the whole world. In the next verse it says that this image is going to ‘speak’ which means it’s going to have a legislative and judicial branch. The United Nations is already in place, and it says in verse 15 that the United States would have the power to bring this thing to life and anybody that’s watching the actions of the United Nations in the world today can’t deny that it’s the United States that’s bringing the United Nations to life.

When Bill Clinton was threatening going back into Iraq, he was twisting arms to get the other members of the United Nations to follow him. But it doesn’t matter whether they were going to follow him or not—if the United States wants to go in there, then the United Nations is going in there. That’s clear in the world today; Revelation 13 is already in place for first the United States to pass a Sunday Law and then the whole world to be confronted with the same scenario. 

"God would have us study the events that are taking place around us, and compare them with the predictions of His Word, in order that we may understand that we are living in the last days." Signs of the Times, October 1, 1894.

I have people give me mild rebukes or strong rebukes that I spent too much time looking at what’s going on in Catholicism or in Spiritualism or in the political world—God would have us study these events and compare them with prophecy in order that we would understand that we’re living in the last days. If you’re studying the events and you’re comparing them with prophecies—you know you’re in the last days. You know you’re here! It’s easy to present prophecy to God’s people today because if you got to speak next Sabbath on prophecy to God’s people, all you have to do is go down and get a weeks worth of papers before Sabbath and on the front page you’re going to have information you can weave your presentation around because it’s being fulfilled every day. 

When the Sunday Law comes and God’s people either receive the Mark of the Beast or the Seal of God, the church is purified. There is a group of people in Adventism that receive the Seal of God, then according to the quote that we read in Testimonies volume 5, then the Latter Rain will fall on us. 

The Refreshing: 

"The refreshing is coming from the presence of the Lord. Let us set our hearts in order that the truth of God may live in us; that it may purify us, ready to receive the latter rain." Manuscript Releases, volume 8, 228.

When we are purified when every sin and stain is gone, God is going to bring the Sunday Law test that will bring us into a position where we receive the Seal of God corporately. All that have prepared for the Seal of God corporately will receive it; this will be the group that then receives the Latter Rain without measure in order to proclaim the Loud Cry message to those people that are in Babylon and the rest of the world. 

"I was shown that if God's people make no efforts on their part, but wait for the refreshing to come upon them and remove their wrongs and correct their errors; if they depend upon that to cleanse them from filthiness of the flesh and spirit, and fit them to engage in the loud cry of the third angel, they will be found wanting. The refreshing or power of God comes only on those who have prepared themselves for it by doing the work which God bids them, namely, cleansing themselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God." Counsels on Diet and Foods, 33.

The bottom-line principle of this whole study of the purification of God’s church is that before the testing time when we either receive the Seal of God or the Mark of the Beast, we will have prepared a character for either one or the other of those marks. If we’re prepared for the Seal of God then we have a work to enter into with the Holy Spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. If we enter into this work, we will be among those who are sealed, if we don’t, we will be among those that are spewed out of the mouth of the Lord and receive the Mark of the Beast. 

This is one of the deceptions that Adventism is paralleling with the Jewish misunderstanding of prophecy when they didn’t know that Christ was the Messiah. There is many in Adventism today that think the Latter Rain is going to purify them. There isn’t a word in the Bible or Spirit of Prophecy showing that false thought—it isn’t there.

"The great work of the gospel is not to close with less manifestation of the power of God than marked its opening. The prophecies which were fulfilled in the outpouring of the former rain at the opening of the gospel are again to be fulfilled in the latter rain at its close. Here are 'the times of refreshing' to which the apostle Peter looked forward when he said: 'Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord; and He shall send Jesus.' Acts 3:19-20." The Great Controversy, 611-612.

In our next presentation we’re going to look closer at this blotting out of sin. The judgment is a continuum. Every aspect of it is in a sequence. It begins with the dead; it ends with the living. It begins with the Sunday Law test, which begins in the United States and goes to the world. The ‘blotting out of sin’ is directly related to this continuum.

We’re looking at the ‘waymarks’, historical events that are ahead of us; the Latter Rain, the refreshing. Immediately at the Sunday Law, God’s church is purified, we receive the Seal of God and the Latter Rain is poured out upon us. This empowers us to not only stand through the time of trouble, but it empowers us to give the Loud Cry message. The Loud Cry message and the Latter Rain can’t be separated from one another but they are distinct waymarks; one is the message, one is the presence of the Holy Spirit with power in our life, in our experience. 

"I say to all, Press together, press together. Be very critical in regard to yourselves, but exercise all the tenderness of Christ toward your brethren. I entreat the Lord's people to cease to criticize one another, and to give themselves to the proclamation of the truth for this time. The Spirit of God is being withdrawn from the earth, and drunkenness, insanity, revelry, and crime are rapidly increasing. There is before us a terrible crisis. The lives of many will go out in darkness. We need now to bow before God in true humility of soul; for the day of clouds and thick darkness is fast approaching. 

"The last great conflict is before us; but help is to come to all who love God and obey his law, and the earth, the whole earth, is to be lighted with the glory of God. ' Another angel' is to come down from heaven. This angel represents the giving of the loud cry, which is to come from those who are preparing to cry mightily, with a strong voice, 'Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird."' Review and Herald, April 19, 1906.

The Loud Cry is the message that comes from God’s people once they receive the Latter Rain. 

Another waymark takes place at the Sunday Law. In Revelation 13:11, first the United States speaks as a dragon and then the next three verses begin to describe the miracles that are brought in to the United States to accomplish the deception of the whole earth, This is when the United States has fully disconnected itself from righteousness and Satan takes reigns of this country—national apostasy is followed by National ruin. As we depart farther and farther away from God’s word as a people, Satan has more power to bring his destruction upon the earth, and not just destruction—he has more power then to work his miracles. 

In Rev. 13:11, when the United States passes the Sunday Law, we see miracles brought into the picture to deceive the world. Although Satan is certainly performing false miracles in the world today, in the charismatic movement, the apparitions of Mary, or what’s going on in Spiritualism today—he’s active—he’s accomplishing false miracles. 

"The time has come for the true light to shine amid moral darkness. The third angel's message has been sent forth to the world, warning men against receiving the mark of the beast or of his image in their foreheads or in their hands. To receive this mark means to come to the same decision as the beast has done, and to advocate the same ideas, in direct opposition to the word of God." Review and Herald, July 13, 1897. 

"But not one is made to feel the wrath of God until the truth has been brought in contact with his mind and conscience, and has been rejected. There are many in the churches of our country who have never, even in this land of light and knowledge, had an opportunity to hear the special truths for this time. The obligation of the fourth commandment has never been set before them in its true light. Jesus reads every heart, and tries every motive. The decree is not to be urged upon the people blindly. Every one is to have sufficient light to make his decision intelligently. The Sabbath will be the great test of loyalty; for it is the point of truth especially controverted." Spirit of Prophecy, vol. 4,422. 

 "Said the angel, 'Deny self; ye must step fast.' Some of us have had time to get the truth and to advance step by step, and every step we have taken has given us strength to take the next. But now time is almost finished, and what we have been years learning, they will have to learn in a few months. They will also have much to unlearn and much to learn again. Those who would not receive the mark of the beast and his image when the decree goes forth, must have decision now to say, Nay, we will not regard the institution of the beast." Early Writings, 67. 

"Wonderful events are soon to open before the world. The end of all things is at hand. The time of trouble is about to come upon the people of God. Then it is that the decree will go forth forbidding those who keep the Sabbath of the Lord to buy or sell, and threatening them with punishment, and even death, if they do not observe the first day of the week as the Sabbath. 

"Now is the time when we are to confess and forsake our sins, that they may go beforehand to judgment and be blotted out. Now is the time to 'cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. ' It is dangerous to delay this work. Satan is even now seeking by disasters upon sea and land to seal the fate of as many as possible. What is the defense of the people of God at this time?-It is a living connection with heaven. If we would dwell in safety from the noisome pestilence, if we would be preserved from dangers seen and unseen, we must hide in God; we must secure the protecting care of Jesus and holy angels. In these days of peril, the Lord would have us walk before him in humility. Instead of trying to cover our sins, he would have us confess them, as Joshua confessed the sins of ancient Israel. We profess to be the depositaries of God's law. We profess to be building up 'the old waste places,' and to be raising up 'the foundations of many generations. ' If this great and solemn work has indeed been committed to us, how important that we depart from all iniquity! 

"The third angel’s message is to lighten the earth with its glory; but only those who have withstood temptation in the strength of the Mighty One will be permitted to act a part in proclaiming it when it shall have swelled into the loud cry." Review and Herald, November 19, 1908. 

"I have no specific time of which to speak when the outpouring of the Holy Spirit will take place—when the mighty angel will come down from heaven, and unite with the third angel in closing up the work for this world; my message is that our only safety is in being ready for the heavenly refreshing, having our lamps trimmed and burning. Christ has told us to watch; 'for in such an hour as ye think not, the Son of man cometh.' 'Watch and pray' is the charge that is given us by our Redeemer. Day by day we are to seek the enlightenment of the Spirit of God, that it may do its office work upon the soul and character. 0, how much time has been wasted through giving attention to trifling things. Repent and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord." Selected Messages, book 1, 192. 

The Marvelous Working of Satan: 

"By the decree enforcing the institution of the Papacy in violation of the law of God, our nation will disconnect herself fully from righteousness. When Protestantism shall stretch her hand across the gulf to grasp the hand of the Roman power, when she shall reach over the abyss to clasp hands with Spiritualism, when, under the influence of this threefold union, our country shall repudiate every principle of its Constitution as a Protestant and republican government, and shall make provision for the propagation of papal falsehoods and delusions, then we may know that the time has come for the marvelous working of Satan and that the end is near." Testimonies, vol. 5, 451. 

If you haven’t noticed before in the Spirit of Prophecy the ‘when-then’, you need to notice it. Sister White uses the ‘when-then’ over and over again and once you look for it, it starts bringing these waymarks into alignment. She says ‘when this, when this, when this—then!’ ‘When Protestantism shall stretch her hand across the gulf to grasp the hand of the Roman power, when she shall reach over the abyss to clasp hands with Spiritualism, when, under the influence of this threefold union, then, ‘she says, when we see these three-fold powers come together, then we know it’s time for Satan to do his marvelous workings. This three-fold union coming together takes place prophetically at the Sunday Law. 

The Sunday Law is not only going to open the floodgates to national ruin, it’s going to open the gates for Satan to begin his marvelous deceptions and delusions.

"The time is coming when Satan will work miracles right in your sight, claiming that he is Christ; and if your feet are not firmly established upon the truth of God, then you will be led away from your foundation. The only safety for you is to search for truth as for hid treasures. Dig for the truth as you would for treasures in the earth, and present the word of God, the Bible, before your Heavenly Father and say, Enlighten me; teach me what is truth. ...You should store the mind with the word of God; for you may be separated, and placed where you will not have the privilege of meeting with the children of God. 

"None need be deceived. The law of God is as sacred as His throne, and by it every man who cometh into the world is to be judged. There is no other standard by which to test character. 'If they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them.' Now, shall the case be decided according to the Word of God, or shall man's pretensions be credited? 

"Says Christ, 'By their fruits ye shall know them.’ If those through whom cures are performed, are disposed, on account of these manifestations, to excuse their neglect of the law of God and continue in disobedience, though they have power to any and every extent, it does not follow that they have the great power of God. On the contrary, it is the miracle-working power of the great deceiver. He is a transgressor of the moral law, and employs every device that he can master to blind men to its true character. We are warned that in the last days he will work with signs and lying wonders.   And he will continue these wonders until the close of probation, that he may point to them as evidence that he is an angel of light and not of darkness. "Satan will work his miracles to deceive; he will set up his power as supreme.

 “The church may appear as about to fall, but it does not fall. It remains, while the sinners in Zion will be sifted out-the chaff separated from the precious wheat. This is a terrible ordeal, but nevertheless it must take place. None but those who have been overcoming by the blood of the Lamb and the word of their testimony will be found with the loyal and true, without spot or stain of sin, without guile in their mouths. ...The remnant that purify their souls by obeying the truth gather strength from the trying process, exhibiting the beauty of holiness amid the surrounding apostasy." The Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, vol. 7, 911. 

I’ve read an Adventist book before that says that Satan’s miracles take place after the close of probation, which doesn’t make any kind of logical sense anyway—but in this last quote she is very clear that Satan continues his wonders until the close of probation. Prophetic fulfillment of his miraculous deceptions begin at the Sunday Law, and increases and develops until the close of human probation. This is the time period that unfolds at the Sunday law; this is a historical event—a waymark. This begins at the Sunday Law. 

Loud Cry:
At this time in the Loud Cry, those other children in Babylon come and stand with God’s people. In this quote, there are groups of people that she speaks about and you see a transition taking place, a door closed on a certain group of people. 

"Many who have known the truth have corrupted their way before God and have departed from the faith. The broken ranks will be filled up by those represented by Christ as coming in at the eleventh hour. There are many with whom the Spirit of God is striving. The time of God's destructive judgments is the time of mercy for those who have no opportunity to learn what is truth. Tenderly will the Lord look upon them. His heart of mercy is touched; His hand is still stretched out to save, while the door is closed to those who would not enter. Large numbers will be admitted who in these last days hear the truth for the first time." This Day With God, 163.

This is a time of mercy for the eleventh hour workers who have never known what truth is. But there was a group prior to this time that had not prepared their character for the Seal of God, for the Latter Ran and while the door is open for those children in Babylon to come and make their stand with those that were sealed at the beginning of the test at the Sunday Law, that door is closed to those that would not enter. 

We see here the purification of the church. We see God’s church today preparing to receive either the Seal of God or the Mark of the Beast. When we come to the test of the Sunday Law crisis—character is demonstrated by a crisis. I will show whether I have I have prepared my character for the Mark of the Beast or the Seal of God. If I have the Mark of the Beast, I am a foolish virgin. Sister White tells us that the parable of the ten virgins will be fulfilled again to the very letter. I have closed the door of my probation just as the door was closed to the foolish virgins. 

The wise virgins, who have prepared their character for this time, begin to proclaim more clearly the Sabbath and those other children in Babylon, are protected in God’s destructive judgment, because for them it’s a time of mercy—they are hearing the truth for the first time—the door is still open for them. Many of them come and take their stand with God’s people. 

The Other Sheep:
"I saw that the holy Sabbath is, and will be, the separating wall between the true Israel of God and unbelievers; and that the Sabbath is the great question, to unite the hearts of God's dear waiting saints. And if one believed, and kept the Sabbath, and received the blessing attending it, and then gave it up, and broke the holy commandment, they would shut the gates of the Holy City against themselves, as sure as there was a God that rules in heaven above. 

"I saw that God had children, who do not see and keep the Sabbath. They had not rejected the light on it. And at the commencement of the time of trouble, we were filled with the Holy Ghost as we went forth and proclaimed the Sabbath more fully. This enraged the church, and nominal Adventists, as they could not refute the Sabbath truth. And at this time, God's chosen, all saw clearly that we had the truth, and they came out and endured the persecution with us." A Word to the Little Flock, 18-19. 

I want to go back through this and throw some added information into Sister White’s comments, information that comes directly out of our previous studies. 

“And if one believed, and kept the Sabbath, and received the blessing attending it, and then gave it up, and broke the holy commandment, [Bowing down to the sun, in fulfillment of Ezekiel 8:16.] they would shut the gates of the Holy City against themselves, as sure as there was a God that rules in heaven above.” We demonstrated that the shutting of a door is the close of probation.  

"I saw that God had children, [In Babylon.]Who do not see and keep the Sabbath. They had not rejected the light on it. And at the commencement of the time of trouble, [The little time of trouble. National apostasy is followed by National ruin] we were filled with the Holy Ghost [The Latter Rain.] as we went forth and proclaimed the Sabbath more fully. [The Loud Cry message] This enraged the church, and nominal Adventists, as they could not refute the Sabbath truth. And at this time, God's chosen, ['Who do not see and keep the Sabbath.' At this point] all saw clearly that we had the truth, and they came out [Of Babylon.] and endured the persecution with us." A Word to the Little Flock, 18-19.

This is the sequence of events clearly identified in the Spirit of Prophecy.

In Bible Training School, February 2, 1913, we have a passage that identifies this little time of trouble. The little time of trouble begins at the Sunday Law; the great time of trouble begins at the close of human probation when Michael stands up, when there’s no more intercession for man and the seven last plagues begin.

The Little Time of Trouble: 

"Roman Catholics acknowledge that the change in the Sabbath was made by their church, and they cite this very change as evidence of the supreme authority of the church. They declare that by observing the first day of the week as the Sabbath, Protestants are recognizing her power to legislate in divine things. The Roman church has not relinquished her claim to infallibility; and when the world and the Protestant churches accept a spurious Sabbath of her creating, while they reject the Sabbath of Jehovah, they virtually acknowledge this claim. They may cite the authority for this change, but the fallacy of their reasoning is easily discerned. The papist is sharp enough to see that Protestants are deceiving themselves, willingly closing their eyes to the facts in the case. As the Sunday institution gains favor, he rejoices, feeling assured that it will eventually bring the whole Protestant world under the banner of Rome. 

"The change of the Sabbath is the sign or mark of the authority of the Roman church-. Those who, understanding the claims of the fourth commandment, choose to observe the false -Sabbath in the place of the true, are thereby paying homage to that power by which alone it is commanded. The mark of the beast is the papal Sabbath, which has been accepted by the world in  the place of the day of God's appointment. 

"But the time to receive the mark of the beast, as designated in prophecy, has not yet come. The testing time has not yet come. There are true Christians In every church, not excepting the Roman Catholic communion. None are condemned until they have had the light and have seen the obligation of the fourth commandment. But when the decree shall go forth enforcing the counterfeit Sabbath, and when the loud cry of the third angel shall warn men against the worship of the beast and his image, the line will be clearly drawn between the false and the true. Then those who still continue in transgression will receive the mark of the beast in their foreheads or in their hands. 

"With rapid steps we are approaching this period. When Protestant churches shall unite with the secular power to sustain a false religion, for opposing which their ancestors endured the fiercest persecution, then will the papal Sabbath be enforced by the combined authority of church and state. There will be a national apostasy, which will end only in national ruin." Bible Training School, February 2, 1913.

National apostasy is followed by National ruin—this sequence of end time events, these waymarks—the marks along the way—the prophetic end time events are clearly identified in the Spirit of Prophecy.

The Great Time of Trouble is different than the little time of trouble. The Great Time of Trouble is when probation is closed. 

The Great Time of Trouble:
"' And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great Prince which standeth for the children of thy people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, everyone that shall be found written in the book.' When this time of trouble comes, every case is decided; there is no longer probation, no longer mercy for the impenitent. The seal of the living God is upon His people. This small remnant, unable to defend themselves in the deadly conflict with the powers of earth that are marshaled by the dragon host, make God their defense. The decree has been passed by the highest earthly authority that they shall worship the beast and receive his mark under pain of persecution and death. May God help His people now, for what can they then do in such a fearful conflict without His assistance!" Testimonies, vol. 5, 212-213.

There’s a distinction between the little time of trouble and the Great Time of Trouble, the Great Time of Trouble begins at the close of human probation. The little time of trouble begins at the Sunday Law. 

The Seven Last Plagues are one of the waymarks ahead of us. 

Life Sketches of Ellen G. White, Pg. 117,118. “I saw that the four angels would hold the four winds until Jesus' work was done in the sanctuary, and then will come the seven last plagues.”

When Jesus is done in the sanctuary is when Michael stands up—human probation closes and the plagues begin.  

    “I saw that the four angels would hold the four winds until Jesus' work was done in the sanctuary, and then will come the seven last plagues. These plagues enraged the wicked against the righteous; they thought that we had brought the judgments of God upon them, and that if they could rid the earth of us, the plagues would then be stayed. A decree went forth to slay the saints, which caused them to cry day and night for deliverance. This was the time of Jacob's trouble. Then all the saints cried out with anguish of spirit, and were delivered by the voice of God. The one hundred and forty-four thousand triumphed. Their faces were lighted up with the glory of God.

“Then I was shown a company who were howling in agony. On their garments was written in large characters. "Thou art weighed in the balance, and found wanting." I asked who this company were. The angel said, "These are they who have once kept the Sabbath, and have given it up." I heard them cry with a loud voice, "We have believed in Thy coming, and taught it with energy." And while they were speaking, their eyes would fall upon their garments and see the writing, and then they would wail aloud. I saw that they had drunk of the deep waters, and fouled the residue with their feet,--trodden the Sabbath underfoot,--and that was why they were weighed in the balance and found wanting.”

Solemn passage! We’re coming to a time when we either receive the Seal of God or Mark of the Beast, it is right upon us! If we are among those that receive the Mark of the Beast we may have the unfortunate privilege to live all the way to the end of the world, unto the return of the Lord knowing that we’re lost! What a tragic way to spend the last hours of life. Sister White is describing some people here that have went all the way from the Sunday Law into Jacob’s time of trouble which comes after the close of human probation. They live on and they know they’re lost. They knew the significance of the truth that was testing the world but they’re lost. What are we preparing for—The Seal of God or the Mark of the Beast? 

The Sunday Law is the focus of end time Bible prophecy. It’s the waymark that you build the other waymarks around. The economic collapse that forces the legislative bodies to pass the Sunday Law in the United States precedes the Sunday Law. The false religious revival precedes the Sunday Law. The setting up of the image of the Beast precedes the Sunday Law. There are events we know are going to take place—we know where they are in history. Amos 3:7 Surely the Lord GOD will do nothing, but he revealeth his secret unto his servants the prophets.–because we have the Sunday Law issue to line them up against. 

At the Sunday Law point in history, specific waymarks are going to take place; the church will be purified. Sister White says that the things connected with the close of probation have been clearly revealed. 

“The events [the different things that will take place] connected with the close of probation and the work of preparation for the time of trouble, are clearly presented.” Maranatha -PG- 263

These events that in this time line have been clearly presented; at the Sunday Law the church is purified. The events that Sister White is referring to here are also symbolized in many parables and prophecies in the Bible. At the Sunday Law, Laodecia is spewed out of the mouth of the Lord; those people that have the experience of a Laodecian are spewed out of the mouth of the Lord, leaving those people who have the experience of a Philadelphian. 

That is a troubling statement to some people—they’re going to say, “Philadelphia historically precedes Laodecia.” I’m talking about experience—the experience that is symbolized in the Philadelphian church is the experience of ones that will be sealed at the Sunday Law test.

The experience of those who are going to receive the Mark of the Beast  is the experience of a man that believes that he has great light and is in need of nothing and refuses the righteousness of Christ—refuses the eyesalve of Christ—refuses to enter into the experience of faith which purifies the soul and works by love, that Laodecian experience, is spewed out of the mouth of the Lord at the Sunday Law. 

The wheat and the tares grow together until the test and the angels separate the tares from the wheat. The wheat are those that have prepared for the Seal of God, the angels separate them through the Sunday Law test. The gold is separated from the dross—at the Sunday Law. The foolish virgins are separated from the wise virgins when the door is closed—at the Sunday Law test. Sister White says Laodecians are foolish virgins. Over and over again in the prophecies and parables of the Bible this purification of the church is identified and it takes place at the historical event of the Sunday Law. 
At that point the Seal of God another historical waymark is identified. When a person receives the Seal of God he then receives another historical waymark—the Latter Rain. The final manifestation of God’s character will be portrayed to the world because the Bride has made herself ready to receive the powerful indwelling of the Holy Spirit in this great crisis time. 

This historical event takes place at this waymark that we know as the Sunday Law. When we receive this power from the Holy Spirit, we proclaim the Loud Cry message, the fourth angel’s message—the message to come out of Babylon! This is a historical event and will be talked about in the papers. ‘These Seventh-day Adventists are bringing all these problems and are refusing to keep Sunday—not only that—they’re winning converts to their truth! people are making stands and leaving the other churches and standing with them.’ This isn’t something that happens in obscurity, this is the climax of the gospel! 

National apostasy is followed by national ruin—the floodgates of disaster are opened up on the United States, and the world, as every country follows the lead of the United States and as the Latter Rain is being poured out on God’s people at the Sunday Law. It is at the Sunday Law as the nation fully disconnects itself from righteousness and Satan begins his marvelous working that world confronted with the true power of God in the Latter Rain.

It all comes to conclusion and finally human probation closes. Satan’s miracles quit at the point the time of Jacob’s trouble begins. There is a world enraged at these people that were the point of controversy—but the world knows at this point that they are in a terrible mess—disaster after disaster has followed as we lead into the end of the world. 

This purification of God’s church identified in the Sunday Law, is the focus of end time Bible prophecy. It is the message that Seventh-day Adventists have built their name on. Our name identifies this issue. How could we not see that it was divinely given to us? How could we believe that we could come to the Sunday Law test in contrast with the name that we posses, Seventh-day Adventist, and not observe Sabbath, and still be a Seventh-day Adventist? This is the issue of end time events and it’s the focus of the events connected with the close of probation. 

Sister White talks about a great storm—this is Adventist apocrypha—it’s a dream that has been talked about in Adventism for years, but the White Estate has never recorded it as official, although there are many passages in the Spirit of Prophecy that you can pull together and see that this is accurate information. The way this testimony comes is so clear and so solemn that it’s worth looking at and it adds another dimension to these waymarks of end-time events. 

“A statement by E.G. White about the year 1908, Bro. Will Ross now deceased was a personal friend of mine for about 45 years. In our church fellowship we very often spent Sabbath afternoons discussing his experience in the message, and his conversations with Mrs. Ellen G. White.*/ /*About 1908, while living in Loma Linda near Sister White, he frequently accompanied her in her walks, and would discuss the message and future events. On one of these occasions, while waiting at the railroad depot, in company with Sister McInterfer and Elder D. E. Robinson, her granddaughter's husband, Sister White related to the three of them about the storm of persecution that was to come upon Seventh-day Adventists. Brother Will related it to me as follows:*/

"Sister White told us as we three stood there on the depot platform, that a terrible storm of persecution was coming like a windstorm that blew down every standing object. There was not a Seventh-day Adventist to be seen. They, like the disciples, forsook Christ and fled. All who had sought positions were never seen again. "After the storm there was a calm, then the Adventists arose like a great flock of sheep, but there were no shepherds. They all waited in earnest prayer for help and wisdom, and the Lord answered by helping them to choose leaders from among them who had never sought positions before. They prayed earnestly for the Holy Spirit which was poured out upon them making them fully ready for service. They then went forth 'fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an army with banners,' to give this message to the world. "I was astonished, and asked if that applied to Loma Linda, as we were looking in that direction. Sister White replied to my question by stating that it applied to the entire denominational world. It so stunned me that I did not ask any more questions."/*--- Will Ross, Boulder, Colorado*/

/*In the year 1943 when Elder D. E. Robinson was visiting the churches in Colorado, I was serving on the platform the Sabbath that Elder Robinson visited the Boulder Church, having with him the large Bible which Sister White held in her hand and leafing through during one of her visions.*/ 

/*At the close of the service Brother Ross spoke with Elder Robinson about when he, Sister McInterfer and Sister White were standing on the depot platform visiting together, and Sister White related to him about the terrible storm of persecution that was coming to Seventh-day Adventists. Elder Robinson replied, "Yes, Brother, Ross, I remember it."*/

/*So I documented this reply January 15, 1946, not wishing to forget this important narration related to me by Brother Ross. I frequently discussed it with him in later years, and his statement never varied. - [signed] Elmer M. Johnson*/

You can take other passages where Sister White talks about the great crisis, the great test, that’s coming to Adventism and you can see that what these three people heard verbally from Sister White on that train depot at Loma Linda in 1908 was a description symbolizing the terrible windstorm of the Sunday Law. The Sunday Law is going to devastate Adventism! Over and over again we’ve been warned that the greatest majority of us are going to go out at this time. We’re paralleling ancient Israel—and only two went into the promise land. We’re paralleling the days of Noah—only eight got on the ark. We’re paralleling the days of Lot—only he and his daughters escaped. 

This windstorm, is the Sunday Law, everything is flattened down, and this brings together a truth that we should understand in Adventism. There is much talk about the church structure—the church structure cannot go past the Sunday Law! Period! The church structure if it is righteous from head to toe, if every one in the church structure—the entire denominated church in the Seventh-day Adventist corporation in the United States—if they are all Moses—they don’t go beyond the Sunday Law as a structure! The Sunday Law is going to forbid a corporation to operate that observes Sabbath and doesn’t observe Sunday. If they were righteous they would refuse to do so and the laws of the land would shut that corporate structure down overnight! 

Even a righteous church doesn’t go through as a structure as we talk about it in Adventism today as a corporate entity, past the Sunday Law and an unrighteous one doesn’t either. An unrighteous one has not prepared to stand faithfully for the Lord and it will be fully disconnected from the Lord at the Sunday Law test. Seventh-day Adventists will be the first to go into total control of Satan as a corporate body. They have rejected the greatest light so they are tested first. If they are found in apostasy at that time then there’s probably a lot of variables that could happen to them—maybe as a a group they would come together and say “let’s just make ourselves the 1st day Adventist Church, let’s change our name”. I’m not suggesting that they’re going to do that, I’m just saying this, whether it’s righteous or it’s unrighteous, this corporation that has been developed by Adventists during our time of wandering in the wilderness, does not go beyond the Sunday Law. 

The Sunday Law is going to purify the church and it’s going to leave only those in the church that have been preparing their character for the Seal of God. You’ll find other references in the Spirit of Prophecy that agree to the principle in this little quote that we read. Those that will be raised up to lead out in the work at that time will be those that have never sought position before; The humble among us; that aren’t seeking to control; that aren’t developing characteristics of Kingly Power. Those are the ones that are destined to be used by the Holy Spirit during the Latter Rain. 

What kind of character are you and I developing today? Are we using our own power, our own influence to get our way with our wives and children? With the people we go to church with? That’s nothing more than an individual manifestation of the ‘Image of the Beast’! When secular, human power is used to enforce religious dogma; if we are bringing those characteristics into our lives we’re going to be swept away by the storm. We must be seeking the humility of Christ. We must be preparing our character for the seal of God.

This is the warning message for Seventh-day Adventists, The Sunday Law issue is the message that follows for the world but the warning for us is that we need to get ready NOW! Before the test comes, before the storm wipes out everything!

 "The time of test is just upon us, for the loud cry of the third angel has already begun in the revelation of the righteousness of Christ, the sin-pardoning Redeemer. This is the beginning of the light of the angel whose glory shall fill the whole earth. For it is the work of every one to whom the message of warning has come, to lift up Jesus, to present Him to the world as revealed in types, as shadowed in symbols, as manifested in the revelations of the prophets, as unveiled in the lessons given to His disciples and in the wonderful miracles wrought for the sons of men. Search the Scriptures; for they are they that testify of Him." Selected Messages, book 1, 363. 

 "The natural heart is not to bring its own tainted, corrupting principles into the work of God. There must be no concealing of the principles of our faith. The third angel's message is to be sounded by God's people. It is to swell to the loud cry. The Lord has a time appointed when He will bind off the work; but when is that time?-when the truth to be proclaimed for these last days shall go forth as a witness to all nations, then shall the end come. If the power of Satan can come into the very temple of God, and manipulate things as he pleases, the time of preparation will be prolonged." Manuscript Releases, volume 9, 212. 

"Those who exercise but little faith now, are in the greatest danger of falling under the power of satanic delusions and the decree to compel the conscience. And even if they endure the test they will be plunged into deeper distress and anguish in the time of trouble, because they have never made it a habit to trust in God. The lessons of faith which they have neglected they will be forced to learn under a terrible pressure of discouragement." Reflecting Christ, 120. 

"Said the angel, 'If thou hast run with the footmen and they have wearied thee, then how .canst thou contend with horses? and if in the land of peace wherein thou trustedst, they wearied thee, then how wilt thou do in the swelling of Jordan?' [Jeremiah 12:5]. The time of trouble is before us, and if there is lack of courage and ambition now, how will they pass the fearful scenes of that trying hour." Manuscript Releases, vol. 15,331. 

"The power which stirred the people so mightily in the 1844 movement will again be revealed. The third angel's message will go forth, not in whispered tones, but with a loud voice. During the loud cry, the church, aided by the providential interposition's of her exalted Lord, will diffuse the knowledge of salvation so abundantly that light will be communicated to every city and town. The earth will be filled with the knowledge of salvation. So abundantly will the renewing Spirit of God have crowned with success the intensely active agencies, that the light of present truth will be seen flashing everywhere." Evangelism, 693-694. 

"The angel who unites in the proclamation of the third message is to lighten the whole earth with his glory .A work of world-wide extent and unwonted power is here brought to view. The Advent movement of 1840-44 was a glorious manifestation of the power of God; the first message was carried to every missionary station in the world, and in this country there was the greatest religious interest which has been witnessed in any land since the Reformation of the sixteenth century; but these are to be far exceeded by the mighty movement under the loud cry of the third message. The work will be similar to that of the day of Pentecost. Servants of God, with their faces lighted up and shining with holy consecration, hasten from place to place to proclaim the warning from Heaven. By thousands of voices, all over the earth, the message will be given. Miracles are wrought, the sick are healed, and signs and wonders follow the believers. Satan also works with lying wonders, even bringing down fire from heaven in the sight of men. Thus the inhabitants of the earth are brought to take their stand. "The message will be carried, as was the midnight cry of 1844, not so much by argument as by the deep conviction of the Spirit of God. The arguments have been presented. The seed has been sown, and now it will spring up and bear fruit. The publications distributed by missionary workers have exerted their influence; yet many whose minds have been impressed have been prevented from fully comprehending the truth or from yielding obedience. Now the rays of light penetrate everywhere, the truth is seen in its clearness, and the honest children of God sever the bands which have held them. Family connections, church relations, are powerless to stay them now. Truth is more precious than all besides. Notwithstanding the agencies combined against the truth, a large number take their stand upon the Lord's side." Spirit of Prophecy, vol. 4,429-430. 

"There are diligent students of the word of prophecy in all parts of the world, who are obtaining light and still greater light from searching the Scriptures. This is true of all nations, of all tribes, and all peoples. These will come from the grossest error, and will take the places of those who have had opportunities and privileges and have not prized them. These have worked out their own salvation with fear and trembling lest they become deficient in doing the ways and will of God, while those who have great light, have, through perversity of their own natural hearts, turned away from Christ because displeased with the requirements. 

"But God will not be left without witness. The one-hour labourers will be brought in at the eleventh hour, and will consecrate ability and all their entrusted means to advance the work. These will receive the reward for their faithfulness, because they are true to principle and shun not their duty to declare the whole counsel of God. When those who have had abundance of light throw off the restraint which the Word of God imposes, and make void His law, others will come in to fill their place, and take their crown. ... 

"Great is the work of the Lord. Men are choosing sides. Even those supposed to be heathen will choose the side of Christ, while those who become offended, as did the disciples, will go away and walk no more with Him. And others will come in and occupy the place they have left vacant. The time is very near when man shall have reached the prescribed limits. ..The record of their works in the books of heaven is 'Weighed in the balances, and found wanting."' Testimonies to Southern Africa, 50-51. .. 

THE PURIFICATION OF GOD’S CHURCH  Part 6

The Process of Judgment

From a presentation by Jeff Pippenger

A theologian recently suggested that the blotting out of sin takes place at the close of judgment. I’ve heard other understandings of what the blotting out of sin does and when it takes place. In relation to the Sunday Law it is clear what the blotting out of sin does and when it takes place. When we understand what it is and when it happens, there’s a warning message connected with it that we need to understand. 
In our study today we’ll see the blotting out of sin illustrated in the judgment going on in the Most Holy Place. One of the ways that we’ll see it correctly is if we understand that the judgment is an ongoing process. The judgment doesn’t take place at one time by Christ; and the information we’re told about the judgment is not some kind of sand box illustration that the Lord wants us to believe even though it really doesn’t happen that way. 

The information that we have demonstrates that Christ goes in an orderly fashion in the judgment—He begins with the dead and there comes a point where He begins judging the living. The judgment begins at the house of God, and after the house of God, judgment will proceed out into the world. We need to see this process of the judgment as an ongoing thing that had a beginning point in 1844, and an ending point when Michael stands up and human probation closes. 
“It is possible to be a formal, partial believer, and yet be found wanting, and lose eternal life. It is possible to practice some of the Bible injunctions, and be regarded as a Christian, and yet perish because you are lacking in essential qualifications that constitute Christian character. The destroying angels have the commission from the Lord, ‘Begin at my sanctuary.’ And ‘they began at the ancient men which were before the house. ‘If the warnings which God has given are neglected or regarded with indifference, if you suffer sin to be cherished, you are sealing your soul’s destiny; you will be weighed in the balances and found wanting. Grace, peace, and pardon will be withdrawn forever; Jesus will have passed by, never again to come within the reach of your prayers and entreaties. While mercy still lingers, while Jesus is making intercession for us, let us make thorough work for eternity.” Review and Herald, January 11, 1887. 

Here Sister White says it begins at the sanctuary but there’s a point that if we’re not going to live up to the light that’s been given us, and it comes our time in the judgment, we’re going to be found wanting. After we are found wanting, the Lord will never listen to our prayers again. There is a time when living people will be judged and they will be lost—but they will continue to live for a certain amount of time but the Lord’s not going to hear their prayers. I would suggest this begins at the Sunday Law where the church is divided by that test and then it’s going to proceed out into the world.

“By the king’s examination of the guests at the feast is represented a work of judgment. The guests at the gospel feast are those who profess to serve God, those whose names are written in the book of life. But not all who profess to be Christians are true disciples. Before the final reward is given, it must be decided who are fitted to share the inheritance of the righteous. This decision must be made prior to the second coming of Christ in the clouds of heaven; for when He comes, His reward is with Him, ‘to give every man according as his work shall be. Revelation 22:12. Before His coming, then, the character of every man’s work will have been determined, and to every one of Christ’s followers the reward will have been apportioned according to his deeds.” Christ’s Object Lessons, 310. 

So we see that this judgment takes place before the second coming of Christ. I hope we all understand this but not all Seventh-day Adventists understand this. New Theology teaches that it’s at Christ’s Second Coming that this is all determined. 

“In 1844 our great High Priest entered the most holy place of the heavenly sanctuary, to begin the work of the investigative judgment. The cases of the righteous dead have been passing in review before God. When that work shall be completed, judgment is to be pronounced upon the living. How precious, how important are these solemn moments! Each of us has a case pending in the court of heaven. We are individually to be judged according to the deeds done in the body.” Selected Messages, book I, 125. 

She says the righteous dead are being judged, passing in review, one at a time the Lord is going through the righteous dead. The warning message to us is that very soon the work will begin with the living. Because we profess to be among God’s people, we will be there right at the beginning of the judgment of the living. We all have no reason, unless the Lord laid us to rest by some accident, why we shouldn’t all expect to be here when the Sunday Law arrives and the judgment of the living begins. Depending on our mental, spiritual state, we can listen to this material and be thinking about other things, or we can be listening to this material and noticing that all the way through Sister White and the Bible is emphasizing is we have to have our character ready when our name comes up in the judgment—sooner than we think.

“While the investigative judgment is going forward in heaven, while the sins of penitent believers are being removed from the sanctuary, there is to be a special work of purification, of putting away of sin, among God’s people upon earth. This work is more clearly presented in the messages of Revelation 14.” The Great Controversy, 425. 

Purification Typified: 

“God’s love for his church is infinite. His care over his heritage is unceasing. He suffers no affliction to come upon the church but such as is essential for her purification, her present and eternal good. He will purify his church even as he purified the temple at the beginning and close of his ministry on earth.” The Kress Collection, 114. 

Christ promised to purify this church twice—He purified it once at the Great Disappointment in 1844, where the amount of believers went from 50,000 down to 50 in 1 day! This happens again in the fourth angel’s, at the Sunday Law.  Sister White has abundant evidence that the greatest majority will go out from among us at that test, once again the numbers of the people will come down as Christ purifies His church.

“When Jesus began His public ministry, He cleansed the temple from its sacrilegious profanation. Among the last acts of His ministry was the second cleansing of the temple. So in the last work for the warning of the world, two distinct calls are made to the churches.” The Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, vol. 7, 985. 

It’s at the fourth angel’s message that this second cleansing of Adventism takes place. We’ve already demonstrated that the fourth angel’s message of Revelation 18 begins in earnest at the Sunday Law, when the church is purified—the Latter Rain is poured out—empowering God’s people to call those out of Babylon. 

The New Covenant Promise: 

The Great Controversy, 485 “Thus will be realized the complete fulfillment of the new-covenant promise:” 
I don’t think as Laodecians that we’ve really placed this promise on the proper level of priorities for the goals that we should set for ourselves as Adventist Christians at the end of the world—listen to it closely:
“Thus will be realized the complete fulfillment of the new-covenant promise: ‘I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.’ ‘In those days, and in that time, saith the Lord, the iniquity of Israel shall be sought for, and there shall be none; and the sins of Judah, and they shall not be found.’ Jeremiah 31:34; 50:20. ‘In that day shall the branch of the Lord be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the earth shall be excellent and comely for them that are escaped of Israel. And it shall come to pass, that he that is left in Zion, and he that remaineth in Jerusalem, shall be called holy, even everyone that is written among the living in Jerusalem.’ Isaiah 4:2-3. 

“‘The work of the investigative judgment and the blotting out of sins is to be accomplished before the second advent of the Lord. Since the dead are to be judged out of the things written in the books, it is impossible that the sins of men should be blotted out until after the judgment at which their cases are to be investigated. But the apostle Peter distinctly states that the sins of believers will be blotted out ‘when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord; and He shall send Jesus Christ.’ Acts 3:19-20.” The Great Controversy, 485. 

There is a time here identified when our sins will be blotted out, if we’ve done the advance work necessary for that to take place. This is one of the many promises of the Bible that at the end of the world there’s going to be a group of people illustrated by Isaiah as a glorious beautiful branch, and the Lord will forgive their sins and never remember them again. This is the purification of the church and this takes place when my judgment comes before the Lord, your judgment comes before the Lord if we’re faithful. Our sins are blotted out and He doesn’t remember them ever again! Quite a high holy calling for all of us—particularly when it’s connected with this Sunday issue and the Sunday Law is imminent. 

The Times of Refreshing: 

“The great work of the gospel is not to close with less manifestation of the power of God than marked its opening. The prophecies which were fulfilled in the outpouring of the former rain at the opening of the gospel are again to be fulfilled in the latter rain at its close. Here are ‘the times of refreshing’ to which the apostle Peter looked forward when he said: ‘Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord; and He shall send Jesus.’ Acts 3:19-20. 

“Servants of God, with their faces lighted up and shining with holy consecration, will hasten from place to place to proclaim the message from heaven. By thousands of voices, all over the earth, the warning will be given. Miracles will be wrought, the sick will be healed, and signs and wonders will follow the believers. Satan also works, with lying wonders, even bringing down fire from heaven in the sight of men. Revelation 13:13. Thus the inhabitants of the earth will be brought to take their stand.” The Great Controversy, 611-612. 

Sister White says this blotting out of sins and the presence of the Lord is the Latter Rain. If we’re going to receive the Latter Rain, if our sins are going to be blotted out and then the work that we’re going to do is go out and give the Pentecostal message at the end of the world, it means that probation is still open for some people in the world. Their sins have not yet been blotted out. They’re still under investigation so the blotting out of sin that the Bible speaks about takes place in conjunction with the judgment and the house of God will be the first to have their sins blotted out if they have prepared for it. 

Those who haven’t prepared for it will have a blotting as well—their names are blotted out of the Book of Life at that same time. That’s what we’re heading forward to right now, either our sins blotted out of the book of sins or our name blotted out of the Book of Life. The same test that brings that experience to us will move into the world. Everyone in the world will be confronted with that same test—the Law of God as represented in the Sunday Law.

“The words should come to us now with impelling earnestness, ‘Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord.’ Acts 3:19. 

“There are many among us who are deficient in spirituality, and who, unless they are wholly converted, will certainly be lost. Can you afford to run the risk? Pride and weakness of faith are depriving many of the rich blessings of God. There are many who, unless they humble their hearts before the Lord, will be surprised and disappointed when the cry is heard, ‘Behold, the Bridegroom cometh.’ Matthew 25:6. (remember, the parable of the ten virgins is a parable of the advent experience) They have the theory of the truth, but they have no oil in their vessels with their lamps. Our faith at this time must not stop with an assent to, or belief in, the theory of the third angel’s message. We must have the oil of the grace of Christ that will feed the lamp and cause the light of life to shine forth, showing the way to those who are in darkness.” Counsels on Health, 128-129. 

Normally I speak strictly on prophecy and this is a prophetic study but some of the criticism I receive is that the material I present does not call for revival, but if we’re going to be on the right side of the blotting out where our sins are blotted out, there’s a call that just keeps coming through; ‘Repent, be converted, Repent, be converted! That your sins go before hand to judgment’  

What does it mean to go before hand? They have to be dealt with before the blotting out takes place. We can’t wait for the Sunday Law and expect at that time that we can just somehow muster the genuine repentance necessary to be among God’s people at the end of the world. Our sins must go before hand to judgment—today—right now! This is part of the prophetic message, like it or not.

Our Only Safety:

“I have no specific time of which to speak when the outpouring of the Holy Spirit will take place—when the mighty angel will come down from heaven, and unite with the third angel in closing up the work for this world; my message is that our only safety is in being ready for the heavenly refreshing, having our lamps trimmed and burning. Christ has told us to watch; ‘for in such an hour as ye think not, the Son of man cometh.’ ‘Watch and pray’ is the charge that is given us by our Redeemer. Day by day we are to seek the enlightenment of the Spirit of God, that it may do its office work upon the soul and character. 0, how much time has been wasted through giving attention to trifling things. Repent and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord.” Selected Messages, book 1, 192. 

Some say, “you’ve been identifying when the Holy Spirit’s going to be poured out and Sister White says ‘I have no specific time of which to speak when it will be poured out’.” She doesn’t say we’ll never know when it’s going to be poured out. When you pull her writings together along with the Bible it’s pretty easy to see when the Latter Rain comes, it comes when the church is purified. But the message is, ‘repent and be converted NOW’. 

“Angels keep a faithful record of every man’s work, and as judgment passes upon the house of God, the sentence of each is recorded by his name, and the angel is commissioned to spare not the unfaithful servants, but to cut them down at the time of slaughter. And that which was committed to their trust is taken from them. Their earthly treasure is then swept away, and they have lost all. And the crowns they might have worn, had they been faithful, are put upon the heads of those saved by the faithful servants whose means was constantly in use for God.” Testimonies, vol. 1, 198. 

There are some faithful servants and some unfaithful servants. There comes a point where the unfaithful servants close their probation on the wrong side of God. They’re lost forever and the crowns they might have worn had they sent their sins beforehand into judgment, will be given to the people that are outside the two groups of unfaithful and faithful, the ones that have not at that point in time understood the issue for the hour. Sister White is upholding one of the main premises we’ve been making—that the Sunday Law purifies God’s church prior to the Loud Cry message when God’s other children in Babylon come out and stand with God’s people.

In this passage it says those other children that are in Babylon are going to wear the crowns of the Seventh-day Adventists that ended up being unfaithful servants and that will be wiped out in the plagues.

  Latter Rain/Refreshing: 

Sister White uses the phrase ‘time of trouble’ for both the time of trouble that begins when Michael stands up and human probation closes forever. She also uses ‘time of trouble’ to describe what takes place immediately after the Sunday Law where National apostasy is followed by national ruin. In Adventism, the time of trouble that begins after the Sunday Law we’ve understood as the ‘little time of trouble’. When human probation closes for good it’s the ‘great time of trouble’ and in this passage in ‘Early Writings’ she makes the distinction between the two.

 “On page 33 is given the following: ‘I saw that the holy Sabbath is, and will be, the separating wall between the true Israel of God and unbelievers; and that the Sabbath is the great question to unite the hearts of God’s dear, waiting saints. I saw that God had children who do not see and keep the Sabbath. They have not rejected the light upon it. And at the commencement of the time of trouble, we were filled with the Holy Ghost as we went forth and proclaimed the Sabbath more fully.” [She’s just quoting there what she’s going to comment on now.]  

“This view was given in 1847 when there were but very few of the Advent brethren observing the Sabbath, and of these but few supposed that its observance was of sufficient importance to draw a line between the people of God and unbelievers. Now the fulfillment of that view is beginning to be seen. ‘The commencement of that time of trouble,’ here mentioned does not refer to the time when the plagues shall begin to be poured out, but to a short period just before they are poured out, while Christ is in the sanctuary. At that time, while the work of salvation is closing, trouble will be coming on the earth, and the nations will be angry, yet held in check so as not to prevent the work of the third angel. At that time the ‘latter rain,’ or refreshing from the presence of the Lord, will come, to give power to the loud voice of the third angel, and prepare the saints to stand in the period when the seven last plagues shall be poured out.” Early Writings, 85-86. 

It’s clear she’s talking about the little time of trouble that begins at the Sunday Law, that salvation’s still open, and at that time the message of the third angel is finishing it’s work and the Latter Rain’s poured out. She directly ties the Latter Rain with this refreshing from the presence of the Lord that in Acts we’re told comes from the blotting out of sin. The blotting out of sin is the final work that Christ will do on His faithful followers. The blotting out of the names in the Book of Life is the final work that He does on the unfaithful.

“The third angel’s message is swelling into a loud cry, and you must not feel at liberty to neglect the present duty, and still entertain the idea that at some future time you will be the recipients of great blessing, when without any effort on your part a wonderful revival will take place. Today you are to give yourselves to God, that He may make of you vessels unto honor, and meet for His service. Today you are to give yourself to God that you may be emptied of self, emptied of envy, jealousy, evil surmising, strife, everything that shall be dishonoring to God. Today you are to have your vessel purified that it may be ready for the heavenly dew, ready for the showers of the latter rain; for the latter rain will come, and the blessing of God will fill every soul that IS purified from every defilement. It IS our work today to yield our souls to Christ, that we may be fitted for the time of refreshing from the presence of the Lord-fitted for the baptism of the Holy Spirit.” Selected Messages, book I, 190-191. 

This ‘presence of the Lord’ is the Latter Rain, the baptism of the Holy Spirit. It takes place in connection with the blotting out of our sins in the judgment and the great gospel promise that Sister White mentioned in Great Controversy, is at that time period God will remember our sins no more. We stand at the end, I’m not suggesting that before human probation closes, some of the people receiving the Latter Rain … I don’t know of evidence that martyrdom does not take place before human probation closes, but those people’s sins are blotted out and it takes place during the Sunday Law crisis. They remain righteous forever, whether they have to be resurrected or they live until the Lord returns. 

That brings the question to us, are we ready for that today? This Sunday Law issue and the things connected with it come as an overwhelming surprise. They come suddenly and unexpectedly and all the virgins slept but there is a message that’s designed by God to arouse those sleeping virgins and this message is that probation is about to close. 

It is always in the context that the virgins have so many distractions going on around them, whether it’s their work, or whether it’s the valiant struggle they’re going after for the Lord with theology, or whether it’s a crisis in their family, or an illness—there’s so many things at this time period that the virgins are being distracted with, that this message has to be internalized. 
We have to hear what God is saying to us through the prophecies with what’s going on in the world today, demonstrating the prophecies are fulfilling. Hopefully, we will be drawn to an experience where we’ll bring the Holy Spirit close enough to us that He can awaken us that we’re truly here. It’s wake-up time; it’s time to send our sins before hand into judgment that when the times of refreshing come our sins will be blotted out.  

 “I heard those clothed with the armor speak forth the truth with great power. It had effect.  Many had been bound; some wives by their husbands, and some children by their parents. The honest who had been prevented from hearing the truth now eagerly laid hold upon it. All fear of their relatives was gone, and the truth alone was exalted to them. They had been hungering and thirsting for truth; it was dearer and more precious than life. I asked what had made this great change. An angel answered, ‘It is the latter rain, the refreshing from the presence of the Lord, the loud cry of the third angel.” Early Writings, 271. 

“The work of the Holy Spirit is to convince the world of sin, of righteousness and of judgment. The world can only be warned by seeing those who believe the truth sanctified through the truth, acting upon high and holy principles, showing in a high, elevated sense, the line of demarcation between those who keep the commandments of God, and those who trample them under their feet. The sanctification of the Spirit signalizes the difference between those who have the seal of God, and those who keep a spurious rest-day. When the test comes, it will be clearly shown what the mark of the beast is. It is the keeping of Sunday. Those who after having heard the truth, continue to regard this day as holy, bear the signature of the man of sin, who thought to change times and laws.” Bible Training School, December 1, 1903. 

The only way that those people who haven’t previously understood the Sunday Law issue are going to understand it, is when they see people that aren’t simply proclaiming the truth—they are experiencing the truth. It’s worse than a dead message to give a truth filled message if it is not in agreement with your life. Christ said that He was the Truth. He said, “the words that I speak unto you are truth”, and they said about Him that never a man spoke like this before. 
They said that is the words that He said were truth definitely, but they agreed 100% with His lifestyle, He was the truth. At the purification of the church the faithful will be those that have entered into this sanctified experience they’re going to be proclaiming the truth but they’re also going to be living it and when that happens, there’s a power that goes with it that changes lives. That can happen today, for every one of us if we repent and be converted and send our sins before hand into the judgment. If we wait to do that until the Sunday Law then we’re foolish virgins and we’re going to be lost.

The Living Testimony: 

“I was pointed down to the time when the third angel’s message was closing. The power of God had rested upon His people; they had accomplished their work and were prepared for the trying hour before them. They had received the latter rain, or refreshing from the presence of the Lord, and the living testimony had been revived. The last great warning had sounded everywhere, and it had stirred up and enraged the inhabitants of the earth who would not receive the message. Early Writings, 279. 

She says the living testimony had been revived, and there are people in Adventism that say that when we went into apostasy in 1888 by rejecting the message, the Lord gave us a period of grace but finally He laid the prophet to rest but there comes a time at the end of the world where He’s going to raise a prophet up again and the living testimony will be revived again and we’re going to have a prophet again. If you go into the CD-ROM and look at what Sister White understands the living testimony is, it’s not the prophetic ministry, it’s the testimony that you and I give if we really have a genuine Christian experience and the Holy Spirit is abiding in our hearts. That’s the living testimony. 

We’re sharing our experience in the Lord with others. We’re seeing ourselves being used as tools for the Lord. That’s available to us now,
Jesus endured the cross for the goal that was set before Him. It is a truth about human beings that we were created in the image of God—we are goal motivated people. In everything we do we have a goal, even if we don’t recognize it as a goal. I’m sitting on the couch and I need a drink of water, I have to recognize I need that drink of water before I get up and get it. That’s how we operate in our life, whether it’s getting a drink of water or deciding you’re going to build a mansion. Jesus was goal motivated too and if we don’t believe that we can have a living testimony, if that isn’t our goal today, then we’re going to put it off until we’re spewed out of the mouth of the Lord as foolish virgins at the Sunday Law. We have to believe and accept these things as promises in the context that time is running out. 

Review and Sabbath, July 13, 1897. “The time has come for the true light to shine amid moral darkness. The third angel’s message has been sent forth to the world, warning men against receiving the mark of the beast or of his image in their foreheads or in their hands. To receive this mark means to come to the same decision as the beast has done, and to advocate the same ideas, in direct opposition to the word of God. Of all who receive this mark, God says, ‘The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb.’“
To receive this mark means to come to the same decision as the Beast power. He accomplishes things through a hierarchy. He accomplishes things through human power. If I in my dealings with my wife use human strength to control her—I’m bearing the signature of the Antichrist. When threatened, if I form some kind of human league with friends, to resist the threat, outside of the grace of the Lord, that’s ecumenism. That’s the signature of Antichrist. The more deeply we look at the character of the Beast, the more we can bring it home into our own experience and see if that’s the kind of faith we’re developing.

Sister White had a vision where God’s people were going up the mountainside and the path got narrower and narrower. Everything was thrown off along the way until they’re just hanging on the rope to swing over the chasm. Part of what gets thrown off, if we’re faithful, is dependence on human power whether a group, or our own human power because that’s nothing more than the character of the beast. 

“If the light of truth has been presented to you, revealing the Sabbath of the fourth commandment, and showing that there is no foundation in the word of God for Sunday observance, and yet you still cling to the false Sabbath, refusing to keep holy the Sabbath which God calls ‘My holy day,’ you receive the mark of the beast. When does this take place?—When you obey the decree that commands you to cease from labor on Sunday and worship God, while you know that there is not a word in the Bible showing Sunday to be other than a common working-day, you consent to receive the mark of the beast, and refuse the seal of God. If we I receive this mark in our foreheads or in our hands, the judgments pronounced against the disobedient must fall upon us. But the seal of the living God is placed upon those who conscientiously keep the Sabbath of the Lord. 

“‘And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every; imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. ...The earth also was corrupt, before God, and the earth was filled with violence. ...And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is filled with violence through them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth.’ They were to be cut off because they had polluted the earth which God created to be enjoyed by a righteous people. 

“‘As it was in the days of Noah,’ declared Christ, ‘so shall it be also in the days of the Son of Man.’ And is it not so? Anyone who will look into the daily papers may see a long list of crimes-drunkenness, theft, robbery, embezzlement, murder. Sometimes whole families are murdered, that man’s desires to possess money or goods that do not belong to him may be gratified. The world is indeed becoming as it was in the days of Noah, because men openly disregard God’s commands. 

“Sunday is a child of the papacy. It has been nourished and cradled by the Protestant world as a genuine requirement of Jehovah, but it has no foundation in the word of God. The Christian world is tested by their relation to this matter.” 

We will be the first tested because we understand the issues, But the whole world is going to be tested by their relation to Sabbath and Sunday. The Sunday test is where everybody in the world is blotted out of the book of life or their sins are blotted out. Although some of them never made their commitment to have their name in the Book of Life, it all takes place under the Sunday Law.  “The Christian world is tested by their relation to this matter.”
“God moves upon men to search the Scriptures for evidence to sustain Sunday. Those who search with a desire for truth will see that in the past they have been relying on tradition, and have accepted an institution of the papacy. Those who, with contrite hearts, search the word of God for truth, will receive a blessing from God. Their characters are formed after the divine similitude. The mind is in a state of continual advancement. By beholding they become changed into the divine likeness. ... “This subject opens before the earnest seeker after truth. It becomes more and more clear to him that God has not changed or altered the thing that has gone out of his lips. He sees the sanctity and blessing placed upon the seventh day, and the necessity for its observance. The more earnestly he investigates this subject, the more convinced he becomes of the truth of God’s word, as seen in the law of the Ten Commandments. His interest in truth is tested, his love for God proved, as he advances. If he submits his will to God’s will, all will be well. If he chooses obedience to God’s commandments at any cost, his peace and happiness will increase.”
She’s speaking here about people who are confronted with the Sunday issue and haven’t known it before. The promise is that if they submit to God’s will, everything’s going to be happiness and peace. That’s our promise today if we recognize our sins and send them beforehand, in the judgment, all will be happiness and peace.

 “Many excuse themselves for keeping Sunday by saying, ‘My father and grandfather were good Christians, and they died keeping Sunday. They will be saved, and I am willing to run the risk of doing as they did. The whole world keeps Sunday; and I am as well off as the rest of the members of my church.’ But will these excuses be accepted in the Judgment?—No, no. Had their fathers had the light and the messages of warning which God has sent to his people in these last days, they would, if they were candid, God-fearing men, have obeyed the commandments of God. Our fathers are not accountable for the light they never received, or for the message of warning they never beard; and shall their habits and customs be thought worthy of respect merely because they have been handed down from generation to generation? ‘If I had not Come and spoken unto them,’ said Christ, referring to the Jews, ‘they had not had sin: but now they have no cloak for their sin. ...If I had not done among them the works which none other did, they had not had sin: but now have they both seen and hated both me and my Father. , 

“Special truths have been adapted to the conditions of the nations as they have existed. The present truth, which is a test to the people of this generation, was not a test to the people of generations far back. If the light which now shines upon us in regard to the Sabbath of the fourth commandment, had been given to the generations of the past, God would have held them accountable for that light. We are accountable only for the light that shines upon us. The commandments of God and the faith of Jesus are testing us. If we are faithful and obedient, God will delight in us, and bless us as his own chosen, peculiar people. When perfect faith and perfect love and obedience abound, working in the hearts of those who are Christ’s followers, they will have a powerful influence. Light will emanate from them, dispelling the darkness around them, refining and elevating all who come within a sphere of their influence, and bringing to a knowledge of the truth all who are willing to be enlightened, and to follow in the humble path of obedience. 

“Great blessings are promised to those who keep holy God’s Sabbath. ‘If thou turn away thy foot from the Sabbath,’ God says, ‘from doing thy pleasure on my holy day; and call the Sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord, honorable; and shalt honor him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words; then shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord; and I will cause thee to ride upon the high places of the earth, and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy father: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.’” Review and Sabbath, July 13,1897. 

My wife and I came into contact with elderly Seventh-day Adventists, and they confronted us with Sabbath. We were getting ready to join a Sunday church. They gave us enough information that I spent the night before we were going to join that Sunday church way into the night studying because I could see the Bible upheld Sabbath. Finally I didn’t know what to do and I prayed to the Lord and said ‘you’ve got to help me on this one’, because this happened really fast for us and it was a long sincere prayer. I opened the Bible at random as you sometimes do, and I knew that this was three chapters He was giving me. It was Isaiah 56, 57 and 58. This same promise that she just closed with, and we never went back to that Sunday church and later on we joined the Adventist church. 

The Sabbath, Sunday issue is what’s going to be the test for the world in our day. We’re the first tested by it because we’re Seventh-day Adventists and we have no excuse if we don’t understand it. We’re judged by the light we could have had if we applied ourselves. There are special truths given for each generation, and three hundred years ago, Sabbath-Sunday was not a special truth. The Sunday Law that’s coming ahead is a special truth for this generation, for those people outside of Adventism, but it’s not the special truth for us. The special truth for us is that if we’re going to be among those who our sins are blotted out, we have to send our sins beforehand to judgment; that’s our special truth. Our special truth is that we’re Laodecians and that we’ve been counseled that we’re dead in our sins, that our greatest need is for a revival and Sister White is clear that a revival means a returning to life, so if our greatest need is for a revival, it means that we’re spiritually dead. 

One of the biggest deceptions for us here at the end of the world for Seventh-day Adventists is that it’s easy for us to look around at all the other Seventh-day Adventists illustrated in Ezekiel that are causing the faithful to sigh and cry, it’s easy to look at those that are getting ready to bow down to the Sunday Law and think that we’re OK. But how do we act in our home with our spouse and our children? How do we act with the brethren that we work with? It’s in a crisis that character is demonstrated not developed, we have a great crisis coming with the Sunday Law, but we have crises everyday. When these crises hit us, moment by moment throughout the day are we satisfied that we have the character that will stand the test ahead?

We are in such a time of deception that we have to begin to really look close and hard about what’s going on in our individual experience and not be concerned about those in Adventism that are taking the course of New Theology or kingly power. I’m not suggesting that we don’t sigh and cry but that can be a deception. Our time is running out! We have to secure this living testimony, this living experience today. That’s our special test for this generation! It’s our special test in the sense that we are the ones that have been ordained to clarify the issue of Sabbath and Sunday—that’s the special test for the rest of this generation. The people that have their sins blotted out are the first to receive the Latter Rain and proclaim the Loud Cry message. They’re not going to be intellectually struggling about the Sabbath-Sunday issue when it hits. They’ll be totally settled in their mind. Their test is now, are they going to be prepared before that hits? 

“Joshua is represented as pleading with the Angel. Are we engaged in the same work? Are our supplications ascending to God in living faith? Are we opening the door of the heart to Jesus, and closing every means of entrance to Satan? Are we daily obtaining clearer light and greater strength, that we may stand in Christ’s righteousness? Are we emptying our hearts of all selfishness, and cleansing them, preparatory to receiving the latter rain from heaven? 

“Now is the time when we are to confess and forsake our sins that they may go beforehand to judgment and be blotted out. Now is the time to ‘cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.’ It is dangerous to delay this work. Satan is even now seeking by disasters upon sea and land to seal the fate of as many as possible. What is the defense of the people of God at this time? It is a living connection with heaven. If we would dwell in safety from the noisome pestilence, if we would be preserved from dangers seen and unseen, we must hide in God; we must secure the protecting care of Jesus and holy angels. In these days of peril, the Lord would have us walk before him in humility. 

“Instead of trying to cover our sins, he would have us confess them, as Joshua confessed the sins of ancient Israel. We profess to be the depositaries of God’s law. We profess to be building up ‘the old waste places,’ and to be raising up ‘the foundations of many generations.’ If this great and solemn work has indeed been committed to us, how important that we depart from all iniquity! “We may be followed with testimony after testimony of reproof; but if we do not; overcome the disposition in us to do evil, if we do not respond to the light, we shall be in a state of condemnation before God. If, on the other hand, we live up to all the light that shines upon us, that light will continue to increase, and we shall have a clean record in heaven. The third angel’ s message is to lighten the earth with its glory; but only those who have withstood temptation in the strength of the Mighty One will be permitted to act a part in proclaiming it when it shall have swelled into the loud cry. As the intercession of Joshua was accepted, the command was given to those that stood by, ‘Take away the filthy garments from him.’ And unto Joshua the Angel said, ‘Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and I will clothe thee with change of I raiment.’ ‘So they set a fair mitre upon his head, and clothed him with garments.’ Even so will all I those who come to Jesus in penitence and faith receive the robe of Christ’s righteousness. 

“As we approach the perils of the last days, the temptations of the enemy become stronger and more determined. Satan has come down in great power, knowing that his time is short; and he is working ‘with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish. ‘The warning comes to us through God’s word, that, if it were possible, he would deceive the very elect. 

“Wonderful events are soon to open before the world. The end of all things is at hand. The time of trouble is about to come upon the people of God. Then it is that the decree will go forth forbidding those who keep the Sabbath of the Lord to buy or sell, and threatening them with punishment, and even death, if they do not observe the first day of the week as the Sabbath.” Historical Sketches of the Foreign Missions of the Seventh-day Adventists, 155-156. 

The prophetic message for the end of the world brings you to the Sunday Law test and that study brings you to the fact that we are sleeping Laodecians. Satan has so many distractions for us to prevent us from seeing that, and it’s not even worth listing them all. The call for us today is for us to recognize by faith that this is so, and by faith through His spirit analyze where we are individually. Do we really have a living testimony? Do we really have a regular daily living testimony? If we don’t, that’s a warning sign that there’s more work for us to do. There’s something that still needs to be sent beforehand into judgment. Judgment is about to close, it corresponds with the Sunday Law test. Sister White’s warned that the movement for Sunday Law legislation is going on in darkness! We don’t have to see it to know that it’s coming. All the other signs are there. Get ready! Get Ready! Get Ready!

THE PURIFICATION OF GOD’S CHURCH -7

THE SCATTERING AND THE GATHERING

From a presentation by Jeff Pippenger

The Sunday Law is the focus of end time prophecy and is illustrated throughout the prophecies of the Old Testament as well as the Spirit of Prophecy. We want to show a couple places where it’s identified in the Old Testament. Isaiah 10 touches on a prophetic waymark. A mark along the way is the best definition of a waymark. It’s an identifying road sign on the time line that demonstrates end time events. 

There’s certain waymarks that we as Adventists recognize are still ahead. We’re told in the Great Controversy that the people of the United States are going to push their legislators to pass a Sunday Law in order that they might return to temporal prosperity so we know that before the Sunday Law there’s going to be an economic collapse of some kind that’s going to cause the people of the United States to want to return to temporal prosperity. So that’s a waymark; we can expect some kind of economic problem preceding the Sunday Law. The Sunday Law’s a waymark; Sister White is clear at the Sunday Law we either receive the Seal of God or the Mark of the Beast. Those are two waymarks. Those that receive the Seal of God are going to receive the Latter Rain, that’s a waymark. 

There is a waymark in prophecy that we may not have paid much attention to before. ‘The Scattering and the Gathering’ are waymarks of Bible prophecy and as students of prophecy, and we are all called to be students of prophecy, we need to understand what the scattering and the gathering are all about. 

This is from Early Writings, 74; remember we’re looking at the scattering and the gathering. 

“September 23, the Lord showed me that He had stretched out His hand the second time to recover the remnant of His people, and that efforts must be redoubled in this gathering time. In the scattering, Israel was smitten and torn, but now in the gathering time God will heal and bind up His people. In the scattering, efforts made to spread the truth had but little effect, accomplished but little or nothing; but in the gathering, when God has set His hand to gather His people, efforts to spread the truth will have their designed effect. All should be united and zealous in the work. I saw that it was wrong for any to refer to the scattering for examples to govern us now in the gathering; for if God should do no more for us now than He did then, Israel would never be gathered.” 

Now if you don’t have some idea of what is meant in the scriptures or Spirit of Prophecy by scattering or gathering, that paragraph is going to be hard to figure out. The scattering and gathering is a theme that’s found in the Old Testament prophecies especially in the book of Isaiah. I want to point out some of the gatherings in the Bible. There’s the Gathering of those who sigh and cry and those are the ones in Ezekiel that ultimately will be sealed. Ezekiel 11:14-21, those that have been sighing and crying are going to receive the Seal of God during our time, some of us in this room no doubt are those. We have been scattered; and this is clear in Ezekiel’s passages. 

“Again the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, Son of man, thy brethren, even thy brethren, the men of thy kindred, and all the house of Israel wholly, are they unto whom the inhabitants of Jerusalem have said, Get you far from the Lord: unto us is this land given in possession. 

“Therefore say, Thus saith the Lord God; Although I have cast them far off among the heathen, and although I have scattered them among the countries, yet will I be to them as a little sanctuary in the countries where they shall come. Therefore say, Thus saith the Lord God; I will even gather you from the people, and assemble you out of the countries where ye have been scattered, and I will give you the land of Israel. 

“And they shall come thither, and they shall take away all the detestable things thereof and all the abominations thereof from thence. And I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within you; and I will take the stony heart out of their flesh, and will give them an heart of flesh: That they may walk in my statutes, and keep mine ordinances, and do them: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God. 

“But as for them whose heart walketh after the heart of their detestable things and their abominations, I will recompense their way upon their own heads, saith the Lord God”. Ezekiel 11:14-21. 

There are two groups of people here mentioned, the ones that are going to follow on after the detestable things are the people of Ezekiel 8 that end up bowing down to the sun and receive the Mark of the Beast. The Lord says, ‘I’m going to recompense them. Both these groups are in Jerusalem, according to Testimonies Volume 5, Jerusalem is God’s church. But here these people that are going to be sealed with the Seal of God have been scattered to the countries. 
One of the most important principles, if not the most important principle in Bible prophecy is a rule about how to define where to apply Bible prophecy. The rule is this, ‘a prophecy that is applied before the time of the cross is understood in a literal application, a prophecy that’s applied after the time period of the cross is understood in a spiritual application. The easy way to understand this is—we know the New Testament spent a great deal of time telling us that those that were children of Abraham by faith were modern Israel. At the cross there was a change between literal Israel that had existed before the cross and spiritual Israel. Paul illustrates this and also identified in the New Testament that before the cross, when prophecies were speaking about Jerusalem they were talking of the literal city of Jerusalem but the New Testament teaches us that Jerusalem now, after the cross, is Jerusalem above. 

When we use this rule here in Ezekiel, we find that those that are going to receive the new heart, those that will be sealed in this passage of Ezekiel, have been scattered to the countries, not to the literal countries, they’ve been scattered to different areas. The different areas are different spiritual areas and if you look around at God’s church today, you can find people that are celebrating, you can find people that are calling the church Babylon, you can find people that are lifting up the feast days as a way to figure out end time events, you can find a whole variety of places that God’s church has wandered off to. These are the ‘countries’ that are being symbolized here spiritually by this literal passage. And the promise is that those that are sighing and crying are going to be brought back into Jerusalem, they’re going to be brought back into unity. That’s what receiving this one heart and one mind is all about. 

The gathering which is to be accomplished before the decree
 Now, that’s one of the gatherings for those that sigh and cry that takes place at the end of the world. Perhaps the most important one.

“Gather yourselves together, yea, gather together, O nation not desired; Before the decree bring forth, before the day pass as the chaff, before the fierce anger of the Lord come upon you, before the day of the Lord’s anger come upon you. Seek ye the Lord, all ye meek of the earth, which have wrought his judgment; seek righteousness, seek meekness: it may be ye shall be hid in the day of the Lord’s anger.” Zephaniah 2:1-3. 

Sister White clearly identified this decree that is discussed by Zephaniah as the Sunday Law decree. This is consistent with what we’ve been saying that those that are going to be prepared for the Sunday Law have to seek the Lord, they have to come into unity, they have to come into oneness of heart, mind and soul with the Lord before the Sunday Law if they’re going to be prepared for the Sunday Law. 

A Gathering against God’s People:

 Another gathering that takes place here at the end of the world, is the gathering of the wicked in order to pass the Sunday Law.  Part of this is exactly what’s going on with this religious freedom amendment that’s being pushed through right now, even if it doesn’t succeed.

The wicked in the world may not know what they’re doing, but they are getting ready to pass an evil law. In Ps. 94, you will see David complaining about how the wicked prosper and they continue to prosper. Sister White tells us the ancient prophets spoke more for our day than the days in which they lived, so by faith we take the passages of the Old Testament prophets and we bring them home to our day. When we look at verse 20, we see the Sunday Law being illustrated and it says this: “Shall the throne of iniquity have fellowship with thee, which frameth mischief by a law? They gather themselves together against the soul of the righteous, and condemn the innocent blood”. Psalms 94:20. 

The throne of iniquity here are the forces that are framing mischief by a law; they’re going to pass a Sunday Law. They gather themselves beforehand and right now in our world today, there’s a gathering of the evil forces going on.

The gathering of Adventists who accept the Mark of the Beast:

We’re looking at different gatherings that take place prophetically and if we’re going to understand them, we need to know by the context of the passage which gathering or scattering is being referred to. Another gathering that takes place is the gathering of those Adventists who are destined to receive the Mark of the Beast and this you can see many places. Ezekiel 22:18-22 says: [remember that Sister White tells us that Jerusalem is God’s church.] 

“Son of man, the house of Israel is to me become dross: all they are brass, and tin, and iron, and lead, in the midst of the furnace; they are even the dross of silver.”
Silver symbolizes a specific thing in Bible prophecy—obedience. And these people that are being discussed here are not the silver; they’re the dross of the silver. In other words they’re the disobedient.

“Therefore thus saith the Lord God; Because ye are all become dross, behold, therefore I will gather you into the midst of Jerusalem. As they gather silver, and brass, and iron, and lead, and tin, into the midst of the furnace, to blow the fire upon it, to melt it; so will I gather you in mine anger and in my fury, and I will leave you there, and melt you. Yea, I will gather you, and blow upon you in the fire of my wrath, and ye shall be melted in the midst thereof. As silver is melted in the midst of the furnace, so shall ye be melted in the midst thereof; and ye shall know that I the Lord have poured out my fury upon you.” Ezekiel 22:18-22. 

In the midst of Jerusalem, the dross, the disobedient, are going to be gathered together at the time when the Lord’s going to purify His church. There’s going to be a group that comes out of that furnace fire of affliction that will be the silver, they will be the obedient, they will be those that give the Loud Cry. 

These are different gatherings the Bible refers to that take place at the end of the world. It’s important to know the difference in them, you can’t just pick and choose randomly, you have to pick the right one if you’re going to come to the right conclusion. 

The gathering of the Gentiles in Babylon:

God’s people are going to be gathered but there is a gathering afterwards of those other children that are in Babylon and you can see this in several places. One good place to see the distinction between both is Isaiah 56:8.
“The Lord God which gathereth the outcasts of Israel saith, Yet will I gather others to him, beside those that are gathered unto him”. 

So the Lord’s going to gather His people from Jerusalem, but after that He’s going to gather others. The ones that Christ said ‘Other sheep have I that are not of this fold but they will hear my voice and they will follow’. 

Another gathering in the Bible is punishment time for the wicked.
The gathering of the wicked, to the day of God’s wrath: 
 And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty. Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame. And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon. Revelation 16:13-16. 

Another gathering; distinctly different from the other ones. 

The gathering of all the redeemed at the end of the world: 

And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. Matthew 24:31. 

Then there’s:

The Final Gathering of the Wicked: 

And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the sea. And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them. Revelation 20:8-9. 

This isn’t all the gatherings that take place at the end of the world, this is some and I hope I sparked your curiosity. Remember where we started in the quote from Early Writings where Sister White is talking about the scattering and the gathering, we shouldn’t look for examples of how the Lord worked for us in the scattering to know how He’s going to work with us in the gathering. If we don’t understand by the context of the passage which gathering is being addressed, the prophecy is going to be meaningless to us. 

We’re going to look at Isaiah 10, at the place where the Sunday Law is illustrated in prophecy, but the scattering and gathering is also in this passage. In order to come to grips with this passage in Isaiah 10 we had to at least awaken our eyes to what this concept is about the scattering and gathering. 

The Unrighteous Decree: 

“Woe unto them that decree unrighteous decrees, and that write grievousness which they have prescribed; to turn aside the needy from judgment, and to take away the right from the poor of my people, that widows may be their prey, and that they may rob the fatherless!” Isaiah 10:1-2. 

We’re going to look at a little bit of Isaiah 10 and see that Isaiah himself is dealing with issues associated with the Sunday Law. 

Manuscript Releases, vol. 14, 91-92. “All who will exalt and worship the idol sabbath, a day that God has not blessed, help the devil and his angels with all the power of their God-given ability, which they have perverted to a wrong use. Inspired by another spirit which blinds their discernment, they cannot see that the exaltation of Sunday observance is entirely the institution of the Catholic church. 

“A corrupt union has been formed to tear down God’s memorial of creation—the seventh day, which He hallowed and blessed and gave to man to be a sign between God and His people, to be observed throughout their generations forever. A period is coming when everyone will take sides between the Sabbath of the fourth commandment, which the Lord has sanctified and blessed, and the spurious sabbath instituted by the man of sin. 

“An idol sabbath has been set up, as the golden image was set up in the plains of Dura. And as Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, issued a decree that all who would not bow down and worship this image should be killed, so a proclamation will be made that all who will not reverence the Sunday institution will be punished with imprisonment and death. Thus the Sabbath of the Lord is trampled underfoot. But the Lord has declared, ‘Woe unto them that decree unrighteous decrees, and write grievousness which they have prescribed’ Isaiah 10:1.”
Sister White here clearly identifies Isaiah 10 as the Sunday Law but she continues on and quotes more of the Bible:
“The great day of the Lord is near, it is near, and hasteth greatly, even the voice of the day of the Lord: the mighty man shall cry there bitterly. That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of wasteness and desolation, a day of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness, A day of the trumpet and alarm against the fenced cities, and against the high towers. 

“And I will bring distress upon men, that they shall walk like blind men, because they have sinned against the Lord: and their blood shall be poured out as dust, and their flesh as the dung. Neither their silver nor their gold shall be able to deliver them in the day of the Lord’s wrath; but the whole land shall be devoured by the fire of his jealousy: for he shall make even a speedy riddance of all them that dwell in the land. Gather yourselves together, yea, gather together, O nation not desired; Before the decree bring forth, before the day pass as the chaff, before the fierce anger of the Lord come upon you, before the day of the Lord’s anger come upon you. Seek ye the Lord, all ye meek of the earth, which have wrought his judgment; seek righteousness, seek meekness: it may be ye shall be hid in the day of the Lord’s anger.” Zepheniah 1:14-18; 2:1-3. 

“The Lord of heaven permits the world to choose whom they will have as ruler. Let all read carefully the thirteenth chapter of Revelation, for it concerns every human agent, great and small. Every human being must take sides, either for the true and living God, who has given to the world the memorial of creation in the seventh-day Sabbath, or for a false sabbath, instituted by men who have exalted themselves above all that is called God or that is worshipped, who have taken upon themselves the attributes of Satan in oppressing the loyal and true who keep the commandments of God. This persecuting power will compel the worship of the beast by insisting on the observance of the sabbath he has instituted. Thus he [The Assyrian, Isaiah 10:5-6, 12-14, 20-22, 24.] blasphemes God, ‘sitting in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God’ [2 Thessalonians 2:4].” Manuscript Releases, vol. 14,91-92. 

The decree of Isaiah 10 and of Zephaniah 2 is the Sunday Law decree. The warning for us is that we need to be prepared for that event beforehand. Let’s look at Isaiah 10 now to see if this information is addressing the Sunday Law issue and I would suggest to you that it is. The one here that Sister White refers to in the very end of this quote that sits in the temple of God showing himself that he is God, the one that has instituted the false Sabbath, is none other that the one that is associated with this unrighteous decree in Isaiah 10:1 and in Isaiah 10:5-6, we see this person identified more clearly- 

The Assyrian: 

“0 Assyrian”; and if you go back into the Hebrew, this ‘O’ in the King James, could be better translated as ‘woe’. Isaiah starts this chapter with a ‘woe’ connected with the Sunday Law but also this Assyrian deserves a ‘woe’ as well. 

“0 Assyrian, the rod of mine anger, and the staff in their hand is mine indignation. I will send him against an hypocritical nation, and against the people of my wrath will I give him a charge, to take the spoil, and to take the prey, and to tread them down like the mire of the streets. Isaiah 10:5-6. 

This Assyrian is the one under discussion in Isaiah 10 through 12. He’s the one that’s behind this unrighteous decree and one of his characteristics is that he’s going to tread these people down. The treading down of people is a characteristic of the Papacy. See Danie17:19; 8:10; Revelation 11:2-3. The Papacy is the power that treads down God’s people. Now this isn’t the only evidence that this is the Papacy but this is just one of the clues along the way.

Let’s look at a little bit more information about the Assyrian in verses 16 and 17

“Therefore shall the Lord, the Lord of hosts, send among his fat ones leanness; and under his glory he shall kindle a burning like the burning of a fire. And the light of Israel shall be for afire, and his Holy One for aflame: and it shall burn and devour his thorns and his briers in one day.” Isaiah 10:16-17. 

Now we know that Revelation 18 says that the judgment of the Papacy is going to come in one day. I want you to see that Isaiah is portraying this Assyrian and his association with the Sunday Law by drawing information from another source in the Old Testament, the story of Gideon. Gideon’s battle against the wicked forces was illustrated by the torch that was under the pot that was broken. This flame is in agreement with the story of Gideon, and there’s more information about the Assyrian that ties in with the story of Gideon in the next passage. 

“And the LORD of hosts shall stir up a scourge for him according to the slaughter of Midian at the rock of Oreb: and as his rod was upon the sea, so shall he lift it up after the manner of Egypt.” Isaiah 10:26. 

This is telling about how the Assyrian is going to be destroyed. He’s going to be destroyed like as the slaughter of Midian at the rock of Oreb: and the slaughter of Midian that took place at the rock of Oreb is found in the story of Gideon. It’s only found in the story of Gideon and here and one other place in the Word of God. Gideon gives the type of that destruction and then Isaiah 10 says the Papacy is going to come to this same kind of destruction as was illustrated in the story of Gideon. And the other place this destruction at the rock of Oreb is found is in Psalms 83. 
We haven’t the time to look closely at Revelation 17, but it tells the story of the relationship between the 10 king confederacy and the Papacy at the end of the world. In Psalms 83, if you read down through this whole chapter, you’ll see a confederacy described that is going to consult against God’s people. Let’s look at verse 2: 

“For lo, thine enemies make a tumult and they that hate thee have lifted up their head; they have taken crafty counsel against thy people and consulted against thine hidden ones. They have said come and let us cut them off from being a nation, that the name of Israel may be no more in remembrance. For they have consulted together with one consent they are confederate against thee.”
This ‘one consent’ is the same illustration that John the Revelator uses when he’s talking about these ten kings, ‘they’ll be of one mind’. They’re coming into a confederacy. Then after verse 5, you’ll notice that there are ten nations listed, and when we get down to verse 11 we see the call for the Lord to destroy them. “Make their nobles like Oreb and like Zeeb, and all their princes as Zeeba and Zalmuna” Now ‘Oreb and Zeeb’ are the ones that were destroyed at the rock of Oreb. There is only three places this destruction is mentioned in the Word of God; here in connection with these ten kings, that are going to take crafty counsel and form a confederacy to destroy God’s people at the end of the world, and the other place it’s mentioned is the Assyrian of Isaiah 10, which is the Papacy. 

Revelation 17 when talking about this ten-fold confederacy and the Papacy, says they are going to rule together for one hour. They’re going to come together at the end to persecute God’s people. So we see another piece of information about how this Assyrian in Isaiah 10 can be identified as the Papacy and his work during the Sunday Law.

Let’s look at Isaiah 11:13, and this vision just continues on in chapter 11, it’s the same narrative talking about the same issue, the same characters.

“The envy also of Ephraim shall depart, and the adversaries of Judah shall be cut off: Ephraim shall not envy Judah, and Judah shall not vex Ephraim.” Isaiah 11:13. 

Now if you go back into the story of Gideon, you’ll remember that when Gideon was giving a call to arms, ‘Let all of Israel come and fight the battle of the Lord’, that Ephraim was jealous. Why didn’t you call us first? Why weren’t we at the forefront of the battle? And this envying that was going on between Gideon and Ephraim is part of the story of Gideon. Sister White speaks about what’s being illustrated here in Isaiah 11-

“The view that the Lord ‘had stretched out His hand the second time to recover the remnant of His people,’ on page 74, refers only to the union and strength once existing among those looking for Christ, and to the fact that He had begun to unite and to raise up His people again.” Early Writings, Supplement, 86. 

This stretching out of his hand the second time, in Isaiah 11, when the envy of Ephraim and Judah was to be dissolved, Sister White says, is talking about a unity that will come into God’s people at the end of the world and there isn’t going to be any envy between brother and brother. This Sunday Law issue is going to purify the church and those that remain are no longer going to be striving for position. This is part of the promise and in Isaiah 10 this is part of the information that’s conveyed from the story of Gideon.

Let’s look more closely at the Assyrian in Isaiah 10:12-14.

“Wherefore it shall come to pass, that when the Lord hath performed his whole work upon mount Zion and on Jerusalem, I will punish the fruit of the stout heart of the king of Assyria, and the glory of his high looks. For he saith, By the strength of my hand I have done it, and by my wisdom; for I am prudent: and I have removed the bounds of the people, and have robbed their treasures, and I have put down the inhabitants like a valiant man: And my hand hath found as a nest the riches of the people: and as one gathereth eggs that are left, have I gathered all the earth; and there was none that moved the wing, or opened the mouth, or peeped.” Isaiah 10:12-14. 

We see this haughty Assyrian here bragging that he’s gathered all the earth. And all the earth is going to get gathered by him through the Sunday Law issue. We’re all going to take sides—we’re either going to take the side on the Sunday Law issue or stand for the Sabbath. You’ll notice the use of ‘his hand’; when you study the passages in the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy that concern the role the Papacy plays, this ‘hand’ symbolizes him bringing people under control. When Sister White speaks about the ‘hand of the Papacy’ she says ‘the Protestants of the United States will be foremost in stretching their hand across the gulf to clasp the hands of the Roman power.’ This ‘hand’ is a symbol of how the papacy brings the whole world into its control under the passage of the Sunday Law. 

This passage we just read tells us when the Papacy will be destroyed. It says he’s going to punish the fruit of the stout heart of the king of Assyria (the Papacy) after the Lord has finished all His work on Mount Zion and Jerusalem. And what is the work that’s going on in Mount Zion and Jerusalem? Judgment’s going on, and when probation finally closes, when the last person takes his stand for the Lord, the work on Mount Zion is finished, God has prepared His jewels, and then we can expect to see the haughty Assyrian punished. 

This is consistent with what we understand in the rest of the Spirit of Prophecy but what I want you to notice here in this narrative about this haughty Assyrian is bragging about what he did, he not only brags about he’s gathered all the world together with him but he says he has removed the bounds of the people. But what do ‘the bounds’ mean? Boundaries, the concordance will tell you it means boundaries, it also means landmarks. Now there is a specific landmark that’s under issue, it’s the focus of this passage and the issue that he’s saying he removed. There’s a boundary that he’s torn down. And to focus in on this boundary let’s look at a passage from Manuscript Releases, vol. 13,69 and we’re going to see what the bounds, boundary and landmark is that he’s claiming to have removed.

The Bounds: landmark, boundary: 

“The Sabbath is God’s memorial to His creative work, and it is a sign that is to be kept before the world. There is to be no compromise with those who are worshiping an idol sabbath. We are not to spend our time in controversy with those who know the truth, and upon whom the light of truth has been shining, when they turn away their ear from the truth to turn to fables. I was told that men will employ every policy to make less prominent the difference between the faith of Seventh-day Adventists and those who observe the first day of the week. In this controversy the whole world will be engaged, and the time is short. This is no time to haul down our colors. 

“A company was presented before me under the name of Seventh-day Adventists, who were advising that the banner or sign which makes us a distinctive people should not be held out so strikingly; for they claimed it was not the best policy in securing success to our institutions. This distinctive banner is to be borne through the world to the close of probation. In describing the remnant people of God, John says, ‘Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus’ Revelation 14:12. This is the law and the gospel. The world and the churches are uniting in harmony in transgressing the law of God, in tearing away God’ s memorial, and in exalting a sabbath that bears the signature of the man of sin. But the Sabbath of the Lord thy God is to be a sign to show the difference between the obedient and the disobedient. I saw some reaching out their hands to remove the banner, and to obscure its significance.” Manuscript Releases, vol. 13, 69. 

Now I’m not trying to say anything about those of us in Adventism that have the philosophy let’s meet the people where they’re at and not say so much about what we stand for; that’s part of this passage but that’s not the focus that I’m trying to gather out here. The sign, the banner, our colors, the flag, is what Sister White calls the ‘banner of the third angel’s message’. It’s the law and the gospel and ‘the bound’ that the Papacy claims to remove is the part of that banner that is most important in the end time controversy, the Sabbath. The Papacy’s going to claim to have changed the Sabbath to Sunday and that’s the ‘bounds’ that the ‘haughty Assyrian’ has removed in this passage. 

Now here’s the passage where we’re going to start focusing into a gathering in this chapter 10 and 11 of Isaiah. 

“And it shall come to pass in that day, that the remnant of Israel, and such as are escaped of the house of Jacob, shall no more again stay upon him that smote them; but shall stay upon the Lord, the Holy One of Israel, in truth. The remnant shall return, even the remnant of Jacob, unto the mighty God. For though thy people Israel be as the sand of the sea, yet a remnant of them shall return: the consumption decreed shall overflow with righteousness.” Isaiah 10:20-22. 

Now this ‘returning’ I would suggest to you is a gathering and I’ll show you what I mean here in Isaiah 11:10-12:
“And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious. And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall set his hand again the second time to recover the remnant of his people, which shall be left, from Assyria, and from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and from Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the islands of the sea. And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth.” Isaiah 11:10-12. 

The Lord is promising here that at the very time when the Sunday Law issue is going on, that the Lord is going to gather a group back together, Israel, and there’s going to be something used to draw them back in unity and it’s this ensign. The ensign will be the issue that we rally around and God’s children in Babylon rally around. It is the ensign of the Sabbath. It’s the very ‘bounds’ that the haughty Assyrian claims to have removed. 

This ‘ensign’ that’s lifted up to which the gentiles are going to seek, let’s see how Sister White uses this phrase ‘ensign’ in her writings: Signs of the Times November24, 1898. 

“The world estimates a man by the amount of money he has, by the value of his residence and its furniture, or by the number of acres in his estate. Christ places a different estimate upon His people. He calls those who obey His commandments His jewels. ‘Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another; and the Lord hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared the Lord, and that thought upon ills name. And they shall be Mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when I make up My jewels; and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him.  

“‘For Zion’s sake will I not hold My peace, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until the righteousness thereof go forth as brightness, and the salvation thereof as a lamp that burneth.  (Here’s reference to Gideon again) And the Gentiles shall see thy righteousness, and all kings thy glory; and thou shalt be called by a new name, which the mouth of the Lord shall name. Thou shalt also be a crown of glory in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God; And the Lord their God shall save them in that day as the flock of ills people; for they shall be as the stones of a crown, lifted up as an ensign upon His land.”
God’s people are this ‘ensign’ they are the jewels, they’re the flock, but they’ll be lifted up in the respect that they’re going to uphold the Sabbath. She continues on: 

“Those here represented have found Christ, the gift of God, for whom the world should be surrendered. Those who seek for peace and rest will be unsuccessful unless they find Him, the One of whom John said, ‘Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.’ But the soul that finds Jesus feels that all his wants are satisfied. In Him the words are fulfilled,  A new heart also will I give you, and anew spirit will I put within you. ‘ This is the reward of obedience.” Signs of the Times November24, 1898. 

Now, where’s this new heart and new spirit come from?  One place it comes from is right out of the story of Ezekiel 11, those that were sighing and crying. That’s the promise; they get this new heart. They’ve been scattered and this new heart brings them back into obedience. God’s people are going to be the ensign that the gentiles seek to. An ensign, by the way, is a sign or banner, or a waymark.

General Conference Daily Bulletin, Apri1 13, 1891. “There is the highest reason for us to prize the true Sabbath and stand in its defense, for it is the sign which distinguishes the people of God from the world. The commandment that the world makes void is the one to which, for this very reason, God’ s people will give greater honor . It is when the unbelieving cast contempt upon the word of God that the faithful Calebs are called for. It is then that they will stand firm at the post of duty, without parade, and without swerving because of reproach. The unbelieving spies stood ready to destroy Caleb. He saw the stones in the hands of those who had brought a false report, but this did not deter him; he had a message, and he would bear it. The same spirit will be manifested today by those who are true to God. The psalmist says, (and here is another place where Sister White takes a passage from the Old Testament and says it applies to the Sunday Law.) ‘They have made void thy law. Therefore I love thy commandments above gold; yea, above fine gold.’ When men press close to the side of Jesus, when Christ is abiding in their hearts by faith, their love for the commandments of God grows stronger in proportion to the contempt which the world heaps upon his holy precepts. It is at this time that the true Sabbath must be brought before the people by both pen and voice. As the fourth commandment and those who observe it are ignored and despised, the faithful feel that it is the time not to hide their faith but to exalt the law of Jehovah by unfurling the banner on which is inscribed the message of the third angel, the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus.” General Conference Daily Bulletin, Apri1 13, 1891. 

There are two ensigns at the end of the world, the ensign that’s lifted up that draws the gentiles that are going to follow the Lord into that final group that stands for the Lord at the end of the world, is none other than the Sabbath. It’s the whole broad application of the Sabbath; it’s the people that are symbolizing the experience of the Sabbath in their life. And the Sabbath, we know, is not only a seal between God and His people but it’s a sign of sanctification, it’s a sign of victory over sin. This is the ensign that’s lifted up in this passage of Isaiah 10-12, and it’s also the ‘bounds’ that the king of the North or the ‘haughty Assyrian’, or the Pope, or all the different phrases that the Bible prophets use to describe the Papacy, it’s the ‘bounds’ that they profess to have removed. 

There is an opposing ensign at the same time in the world and when you see the contrast to the true ensign you’ll get another angle to identify the Sabbath as the true ensign. This is from Special Testimony to Battle Creek Church, 10-11. 

“God’s commandment-keeping people stand under the broad shield of Omnipotence; the commandment-breakers, under the ensign of the man of sin, who thought to change times and laws. But he could not do this; he only claimed to do it, opening his mouth ‘in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven.”‘ Special Testimony to Battle Creek Church, 10-11. 

“At our camp-meetings the standard is to be raised, the ensign of our faith and practice, inscribed, ‘Here are they that keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus.”‘ Camp-Meetings, Their Object, and How to Conduct Them, 44. 

Now what are we saying here? We’re saying that Isaiah 10, the unrighteous decree that there’s a ‘woe’ pronounced against, is the Sunday Law, and in this passage of Isaiah the information is telling about the Sunday Law from the perspective of what the Pope of Rome has to do with the Sunday Law and the Pope of Rome is symbolized by Isaiah in this passage as the Haughty Assyrian. And this Haughty Assyrian is claiming to be the one that has changed God’s law in Isaiah, and this very issue, Sabbath and Sunday is illustrated there.

All we did in this passage is skim the surface of this vision of Isaiah and our purpose was this, in our study of the purification of God’s church, we’ve said that the Sunday Law is the means by which God does that work, and in connection with that, the prophecies of the Bible are identifying this issue. When we as students of prophecy begin to go into the prophecies of the Old Testament and correctly analyze the symbols and line them up with end time events, we’ll see over and over again that the Sunday Law issue is illustrated and the promise is when we bring from different parts of the Bible this information, and bring it together with other parts of the Bible, that our understanding of these events will grow. 

We’ve been warned that what we could have done in easy times we’re going to have to do in hard times. We’ve been told that we are Laodecians, that we’re asleep. We’re told that we’re supposed to be students of prophecy and it’s obvious that by where we are that we haven’t been being students of prophecy. God promises to lead His people through these end time events through prophecy; He says that when we understand the books of Daniel and Revelation as we should, there’ll be seen among us a great revival.

 Prophecy isn’t simply to bring the revival; prophecy is the road map that allows us to successfully walk through these end time events. The sooner that we begin individually to pull the information contained therein out of the Word of God that is broadening the information base of what these end time events involve, the more safety we’re going to have. Only those that are fortifying their minds daily with the Word of God will be prepared to stand, according to Sister White, and that’s not a magical, hypnotic action that we go through like counting rosary beads, the promise is, is if we’re studying the Word of God there’s information that we must understand that we will only get if we’re studying it. The reason that we need it is if we don’t have it, we’re going to have problems managing this test or that test. What we want to emphasize as we bring this study on the purification of the church to a close is that the Sunday Law is one of the keys that allows us to go into the Old Testament prophecies and line things up correctly and begin then to strengthen and solidify our understanding of God’s people.

Now we’ll close with one quote about the ensign:
“Of the poor in spirit Jesus says, ‘Theirs is the kingdom of heaven. ‘ This kingdom is not, as Christ’s hearers had hoped, a temporal and earthly dominion. Christ was opening to men the spiritual kingdom of His love, His grace, His righteousness. The ensign of the Messiah’s reign is distinguished by the likeness of the Son of man. His subjects are the poor in spirit, the meek, the persecuted for righteousness’ sake. The kingdom of heaven is theirs. Though not yet fully accomplished, the work is begun in them which will make them ‘meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light.’ Colossians 1:12.” Thoughts from the Mount of Blessing, 8. 

This is the call that we started with in our first presentation to the foolish virgins, we’ve suggested that the Sunday Law is a crisis, and Sister White when speaking about the parable of the ten virgins, say that some unlooked for crisis is going to demonstrate our character and that our character is not formed in crisis, it’s only demonstrated. Before the decree, according to Zephaniah, before the Sunday Law we must seek this character which is the ensign of the Messiah’s kingdom, so that when the decree arrives, the character that we demonstrate is one that can receive the Seal of God and the Latter Rain. The final movements are rapid ones and it comes as an overwhelming surprise. I hope that we’re remembering all this information in that context. Because United States is on the verge of speaking as a dragon and at that point our characters have to be prepared for this event. There’s so much in the word of God that we as God’s people haven’t pulled out yet, we need to catch an inspiration anew and go back and begin devouring it as never before, before the time to do so has run out. 

THE PURIFICATION OF GOD’S CHURCH -8

THE SECOND, SECOND GATHERING

From a presentation by Jeff Pippenger
“And it shall come to pass, when all these things are come upon thee, the blessing and the curse, which I have set before thee, and among all the nations, whither the Lord thy God hath driven thee, thou shalt call them to mind And shalt return unto the Lord thy God, and shalt obey his voice according to all that I command thee this day, thou and thy children, with all thine heart, and with all thy soul; That then the Lord thy God will turn thy captivity, and have compassion upon thee, and will return and gather thee from all the nations, whither the Lord thy God hath scattered thee.  If any of thine be driven out unto the outmost parts of heaven, from thence will the Lord thy God gather thee, and from thence will he fetch thee: And the Lord thy God will bring thee into the land which thy fathers possessed, and thou shalt possess it; and he will do thee good, and multiply thee above thy fathers. And the Lord thy God will circumcise thine heart, and the heart of thy seed, to love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, that thou mayest live.” Deuteronomy 30:1-6. 

We’re talking about the scattering and gathering here and we see here a promise that if we have been scattered either literally in the times of ancient Israel, or spiritually in the times of modern Israel that the Lord will gather us. He will gather us by circumcising our heart. Circumcision was an outward sign in literal Israel’s time of the covenant they had agreed to with the Lord and it identifies the chosen people, the ones that were selected by the Lord to stand as His representatives before the world. Only twice did the Lord choose a people that He would enter into covenant with and give His name. The first of course was ancient Israel and that covenant began at Mount Sinai, and then in 1844, once again for a second time, the Lord chose a people. 

Sister White says the reasons why we are God’s denominated people should be repeated and repeated. There’s very few of us who have ever heard a sermon in their entire Adventist experience about why we are God’s denominated people. But that is a broad, deep and important study. It has implications for our personal experience, it has implications about our prophetic understanding, and it has implications about what the church is today at the end of the world when it’s hard to be sure what’s going on in this denomination. The truth is that only two groups of people does Ellen White ever identify as God’s denominated people; ancient Israel and Seventh-day Adventists. 

The Christian Church that existed from AD 34 to 1844, when ancient Israel was divorced from God; Sister White never calls God’s denominated people. There is a specification connected with being God’s denominated people that excludes Christianity during that time period. 

 The Denominated People: 

“‘And Moses came and called for the elders of the people, and laid before their faces all these words which the Lord commanded him. And all the people answered together, and said, All that the Lord hath spoken we will do. “This is the pledge that God’s people are to make in these last days. Their acceptance with God depends on a faithful fulfillment of the terms of their agreement with him. God includes in his covenant all who will obey him. To all who will do justice and judgment, keeping their hand from doing any evil, the promise is, ‘Even unto them will I give in mine house and within my walls a place and a name better than of sons and daughters: I will give them an everlasting name, that shall not be cut off, “‘The Lord God which gathereth the outcasts of Israel saith, Yet will I gather others to him, besides those that are gathered unto him.  “‘Seek ye out of the book of the law, and read.’ ‘In that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious. And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall set his hand again the second time to recover the remnant of his people, which shall be left, from Assyria, and from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and from Shinar , and from Hamath, and from the islands of the sea. And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth.’” Review and Herald, June 23, 1904. 

The Lord took ancient Israel and He gave them a name and He took modern Israel and He gave them a name. To be God’s denominated people, denominated means to be named. The promise in the Bible is that that the Lord at the end of the world would once again gather a people unto Himself that He would give a name to that He would denominate. They would hold the law and the great truths of end time prophecy up before the world to finish this final controversy on this earth. The promise was that He would gather this group of people but He would gather others to Him and the others that He would gather to Him are what we would understand today as God’s children that are in Babylon.

As we study the scattering and the gathering this understanding of the denominated people is very important to bring these gatherings and scatterings into focus. 

The gathering taking place in the end of the world, in 1844, when the Lord for a second time brought a group of people together that He gave His name to, was a historical event, sustained on the prophecies of the book of Daniel. Commenting on that statement out of Isaiah that we just read from Sister White says this:
“The view that the Lord ‘had stretched out His hand the second time to recover the remnant of His people,’ on page 74, refers only to the union and strength once existing among those looking for Christ, and to the fact that He had begun to unite and to raise up His people again.” Early Writings, Supplement, 86.  

Sister White says this stretching out the hand a second time by the Lord not only is identifying a unity that took place during the pioneer movement but the fact that He had begun to raise up his people. His people that had existed before that time, was ancient Israel. He was raising up a people again, another denominated people, that we understand to be the Seventh-day Adventist church. 

Sister White is very clear that we are a denominated people:
“We are to invite everyone—the high and the low, the rich and the poor, all sects and classes—to share the benefits of our medical institutions. We receive into our institutions people of all denominations. But as for ourselves we are strictly denominational; we are sacredly denominated by God and are under His theocracy. But we are not unwisely to press upon anyone the peculiar points of our faith. 

“In order that men might not forget the true God, Jehovah gave them a memorial of His love and power-the Sabbath. He says: ‘Verily My Sabbaths ye shall keep: for it is a sign between Me and you.’ Exodus 31:13. Concerning Israel, the Lord declared: ‘The people shall dwell alone, and shall not be reckoned among the nations.’ Numbers 23:9. To us as well as to ancient Israel these words apply. God’s people are to stand alone. The observance of the seventh-day Sabbath is to be a sign between them and God, showing that they are to be a peculiar people, separate from the world in habit and practice. Through them God will work to gather from all nationalities a people for Himself.” Testimonies vol. 7, 109. 

Over and over again when you study God’s denominated people you see ancient Israel as the Bible illustration that Sister White uses to describe Seventh-day Adventists as denominated people. Perhaps the most important truth about this is that last sentence: Through them God will work to gather from all nationalities a people for Himself. And this is in agreement with Isaiah when he says the Lord God which gathereth the outcasts of Israel says yet will I gather others to him. God purposed that there would be a group of people, His denominated people, Seventh-day Adventists at the end of the world that would uphold the law and uphold the complete truth of the Bible, amidst the controversy that was denying the Bible and that controversy would provide a place of reference for those in Babylon that would make their choice during this great crisis. 

The Dirt Brush Man:

Early Writings pg. 48,49:
“Dear Brethren: The Lord gave me a view, January 26, 1850, which I will relate. I saw that some of the people of God are stupid and dormant and but half awake; they do not realize the time we are now living in, and that the man with the ‘dirt brush’ has entered, and that some are in danger of being swept away. I begged of Jesus to save them, to spare them a little longer, and let them see their awful danger, that they might get ready before it should be forever too late. The angel said, ‘Destruction is coming like a mighty whirlwind.’ I begged of the angel to pity and to save those who loved this world, who were attached to their possessions and were not willing to cut loose from them and sacrifice to speed the messengers on their way to feed the hungry sheep who were perishing for want of spiritual food. 

“As I viewed poor souls dying for want of the present truth, and some who professed to believe the truth were letting them die by withholding the necessary means to carry forward the work of God, the sight was too painful, and I begged of the angel to remove it from me. I saw that when the cause of God called for some of their property, like the young man who came to Jesus, Matthew 19:16-22, they went away sorrowful, and that soon the overflowing scourge would pass over and sweep their possessions all away, and then it would be too late to sacrifice earthly goods, and lay up a treasure in heaven.” Early Writings, 48-49. 

There are two things to consider here, the man with the dirt brush has entered she says and we need to identify who this man was that is sweeping some away. And also she speaks of the overflowing scourge that’s going to come and sweep everything away. In Testimonies, vol. 5, 81-83 Sister White is clear that this overflowing scourge is the Sunday test, the Sunday Law. 

The Overflowing Scourge: 

“The time is not far distant when the test will come to every soul. The mark of the beast will be urged upon us. Those who have step by step yielded to worldly demands and conformed to worldly customs will not find it a hard matter to yield to the powers that be, rather than subject themselves to derision, insult, threatened imprisonment, and death. The contest is between the commandments of God and the commandments of men. In this time the gold will be separated from the dross in the church. True godliness will be clearly distinguished from the appearance and tinsel of it. Many a star that we have admired for its brilliancy will then go out in darkness. Chaff like a cloud will be borne away on the wind, even from places where we see only floors of rich wheat. All who assume the ornaments of the sanctuary, but are not clothed with Christ’s righteousness, will appear in the shame of their own nakedness. 

“When trees without fruit are cut down as cumberers of the ground, when multitudes of false brethren are distinguished from the true, then the hidden ones will be revealed to view, and with hosannas range under the banner of Christ. Those who have been timid and self-distrustful will declare themselves openly for Christ and His truth. The most weak and hesitating in the church will be as David, willing to do and dare. The deeper the night for God’s people, the more brilliant the stars. Satan will sorely harass the faithful; but, in the name of Jesus, they will come off more than conquerors. Then will the church of Christ appear ‘fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an army with banners. 

“The seeds of truth that are being sown by missionary efforts will then spring up and blossom and bear fruit. Souls will receive the truth who will endure tribulation and praise God that they may suffer for Jesus. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world. ‘When the overflowing scourge shall pass through the earth, when the fan is purging Jehovah’s floor, God will be the help of His people. The trophies of Satan may be exalted on high, but the faith of the pure and holy will not be daunted. 

“Elijah took Elisha from the plow and threw upon him his mantle of consecration. The call to this great and solemn work was presented to men of learning and position; had these been little in their own eyes and trusted fully in the Lord, He would have honored them with bearing His standard in triumph to the victory. But they separated from God, yielded to the influence of the world, and the Lord rejected them. 

“God will work a work in our day that but few anticipate. He will raise up and exalt among us those who are taught rather by the unction of His Spirit than by the outward training of scientific institutions. These facilities are not to be despised or condemned; they are ordained of God, but they can furnish only the exterior qualifications. God will manifest that He is not dependent on learned, self-important mortals.” Testimonies, vol. 5, 81-83. 

Speaking of the purification of the church here when the gold is separated from the dross and specifically speaking of the time period when the Mark of the Beast is being urged upon us, Sister White identifies this as when the overflowing scourge is passing through the earth and it’s also the time when Jehovah’s fan is in His hand purging His floor, and we see in this previous quote from Early Writings during this time when the overflowing scourge is going through the world, that this man with the dirt brush is sweeping the floor and he’s cleaning out the trash that has accumulated.

In part 5 of this series we looked at a dream Sister White shared on the train depot in Loma Linda in 1908 that has never been ratified with the seal of approval with the White Estate but if you review that and hear the content of that brief message, you’ll see that it’s almost identical to what we just read here in Testimonies volume 5. It’s the Sunday issue that’s going to purify the church but during this time when the overflowing scourge, which is just another way of saying the Sunday Law, is sweeping through the world, we see that the fan is in Christ’s hand purging His floor. Matthew 3:12 or Luke 3:17, “Whose fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire”. 

Here we’re seeing wheat and chaff being used to describe the purification of the church and the last quote used the symbols of the gold separated from the dross or the trees that are cut down. In the Bible, trees symbolize men, either righteous man or an unrighteous man depending on how it is portrayed. When we see the Lord portrayed with His fan cleaning His floor, we see the wheat and the chaff mentioned in Matthew 13:30 it says, “Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest (and we’re told that the harvest is at the end of the world)  I will say to the reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn”. 

So here we see the separation of the wheat and tares and we know that the angels will do this separating and in Selected Messages, book 3, pg, 385 we’re given information on how the angels will do this separating, and remember we’re speaking about wheat and tares; “The great issue near at hand will weed out those whom God has not appointed and He I will have a pure, true, sanctified ministry prepared for the latter rain.” 

The way the angels do the separating is by this great issue, the Sunday test, the overflowing scourge, this is the time period where we see the dirt brush man cleaning Jehovah’s floor; sweeping the floor out during the time period when the overflowing scourge is portrayed going through the world. 

Now I’m sure we’re all familiar with William Miller’s dream, we’re going to look at William Miller’s dream, because this is where the dirt brush man is portrayed.

William Miller’s Dream: 

“I dreamed that God, by an unseen hand, sent me a curiously wrought casket about ten inches long by six square, made of ebony and pearls curiously inlaid. To the casket there was a key attached. I immediately took the key and opened the casket, when, to my wonder and surprise, I found it filled with all sorts and sizes of jewels, diamonds, precious stones, and gold and silver coin of every dimension and value, beautifully arranged in their several places in the casket; and thus arranged they reflected a light and glory equaled only to the sun. 

“I thought it was not my duty to enjoy this wonderful sight alone, although my heart was overjoyed at the brilliancy, beauty, and value of its contents. I therefore placed it on a center table in my room and gave out word that all who had a desire might come and see the most glorious and brilliant sight ever seen by man in this life. 

“The people began to come in, at first few in number, but increasing to a crowd. When they first looked into the casket, they would wonder and shout for joy. But when the spectators increased, everyone would begin to trouble the jewels, taking them out of the casket and scattering them on the table. I began to think that the owner would require the casket and the jewels again at my hand; and if I suffered them to be scattered, I could never place them in their places in the casket again as before; and felt I should never be able to meet the accountability, for it would be immense. I then began to plead with the people not to handle them, nor to take them out of the casket; but the more I pleaded, the more they scattered; and now they seemed to scatter them allover the room, on the floor and on every piece of furniture in the room. 

“I then saw that among the genuine jewels and coin they had scattered an innumerable quantity of spurious jewels and counterfeit coin. I was highly incensed at their base conduct and ingratitude, and reproved and reproached them for it; but the more I reproved, the more they scattered the spurious jewels and false coin among the genuine. 

“I then became vexed in my physical soul and began to use physical force to push them out of the room; but while I was pushing out one, three more would enter and bring in dirt and shavings and sand and all manner of rubbish, until they covered every one of the true jewels, diamonds, and coins, which were all excluded from sight. They also tore in pieces my casket and scattered it among the rubbish. I thought no man regarded my sorrow or my anger. I became wholly discouraged and disheartened, and sat down and wept. 

“While I was thus weeping and mourning for my great loss and accountability, I remembered God, and earnestly prayed that He would send me help. Immediately the door opened, and a man entered the room, when the people all left it; and he, having a dirt brush in his hand, opened the windows, and began to brush the dirt and rubbish from the room. 

“I cried to him to forbear, for there were some precious jewels scattered among the rubbish. 

“He told me to ‘fear not,’ for he would ‘take care of them.’ “Then, while he brushed the dirt and rubbish, false jewels and counterfeit coin, all rose and went out of the window like a cloud, and the wind carried them away. In the bustle I closed my eyes for a moment; when I opened them, the rubbish was all gone. The precious jewels, the diamonds, the gold and silver coins, lay scattered in profusion all over the room. 

“He then placed on the table a casket, much larger and more beautiful than the former, and gathered up the jewels, the diamonds, the coins, by the handful, and cast them into the casket, till not one was left, although some of the diamonds were not bigger than the point of a pm. 

“He then called upon me to ‘come and see.’ “I looked into the casket, but my eyes were dazzled with the sight. They shone with ten times their former glory. I thought they had been scoured in the sand by the feet of those wicked persons who had scattered and trod them in the dust. They were arranged in beautiful order in the casket, every one in its place, without any visible pains of the man who cast them in. I shouted with very joy, and that shout awoke me.” Early Writings, 81-83. 

In the Present Truth article where this dream was published, by James White the publisher, there’s a commentary on what the symbols of this dream represent, it’s very interesting and if you look at, I assume James White is the one that gives the dialogue on what is symbolized by this dream. He says the casket was the truths which William Miller came to understand in his studies and the key that was attached to the casket was his use of prophetic principles, that was the key that unlocked these truths and of course the jewels and the precious coins were the people that were brought into the Advent message.  And he continues in his description of this to very specifically describe this dream about the history associated with the Advent movement during the Midnight Cry. 

He speaks about the movements that William Miller was involved in 1840 to 1844, and then he speaks about the confusion that comes in after the great disappointment and he specifies that it was the former brethren that had once been united with Miller that had begun to bring in false teachings, reapplying the time prophecies calling the movement of the midnight cry hypnotism and other errors and then he gets to the end of the dream and begins to identify that there was going to be present truth that’s brought to bear that’s going to sweep out this rubbish and once again the truth that is encompassed in the casket of William Miller would be seen in it’s purity and the jewels and the diamonds and the coins would be the people, the 144,000 that were brought to unity from this experience.

The study of the denominated people teaches that the second time God gathers a people that He gives His name to was the Adventist body that was brought together by God in 1844, that’s the denominated people, modern Israel, the people with God’s name here at the end of the world. But the confusion that came in, in 1844 is addressed by James White in commenting on William Miller’s dream, as a scattering time. Now we’ll look at some of these statements that Sister White makes about this and this first one is in Early Writings, 74. We looked at this last time just to show that there is an importance to the term scattering and gathering in Bible prophecy. 

“September 23, the Lord showed me that He had stretched out His hand the second time to recover the remnant of His people, and that efforts must be redoubled in this gathering time. In the scattering, Israel was smitten and torn, but now in the gathering time God will heal and bind up His people. In the scattering, efforts made to spread the truth had but little effect, accomplished but little or nothing; but in the gathering, when God has set His hand to gather His people, efforts to spread the truth will have their designed effect. All should be united and zealous in the work. I saw that it was wrong for any to refer to the scattering for examples to govern us now in the gathering; for if God should do no more for us now than He did then, Israel would never be gathered.” Early Writings, 74,

Now one way we can understand this passage correctly is that Sister White’s talking about when God brought together a denominated people for the second time in 1844 and she’s saying that God’s people from the stoning of Stephen until 1844 had been scattered and they certainly had. This is one of the testimonies of what goes on in the 1260 years of Papal rule we’re told from prophecy that during this time the power of God’s people would be scattered and also during this time that God’s Holy city and His people would be trodden down and compare this with William Millers dream and we see the wicked trodding them down. But Sister White says that now God was bringing a people here together in 1844 and the ways that God had worked for His people during this time period of being trodden down and being scattered is not where to look for as an example.

Sister White is very specific that the example of God’s denominated people is encapsulated in the story of ancient Israel. Ancient Israel became God’s denominated people at Sinai. They are giving an illustration of the role of God’s denominated people in that story that’s described from Sinai to entering the Promised Land. The forty years of wandering in the wilderness before they entered the Promised Land is part of the testimony of God’s denominated people. They set forth an example for those of us who live at the end of the world. Once God stretched out His hand again, to bring a denominated people together for a second time in 1844 that there would be a wilderness time, a wandering time.

When Sister White was giving information on these important truths during the early parts of this movement, she was speaking in the present tense but her messages pertaining to these things have a secondary application as we look at how we have been wandering in the wilderness since 1844. Some would say we’ve been wandering in the wilderness since 1888, since we rejected the Holy Spirit. But the testimony is that had God’s people followed on in the faith and unity that they had during the 1843 time period, they would have been in heaven before 1888. So something that went wrong and Sister White and James White speak about that when they’re talking about William Miller’s dream. There were false coins that brought rubbish in and began to scatter the jewels which were God’s people and ultimately it says, took the casket which was symbolic of the truths of William Miller and destroyed it. The great truths, the very foundation of this message would be torn up. But it was going to be brought back in to its proper perspective. 

Now this passage that we read out of Early Writings, 74, there’s a very similar almost word for word passage in Spalding and Magan, 1, but there’s a sentence that gives just a little different angle on it:
Raise His People Again: 

“I saw that God had stretched out His hand the second time to recover the remnant of His people. They are these who have been covered up in the ‘rubbish’ since 1844. I saw that efforts to spread the truth should now be put forth, such as in 1843 and 1844. In the scattering, efforts to spread the truth had but little effect-accomplished but little or nothing-but now in the gathering time, when God has set His hand to gather His People, efforts to spread the truth will have their designed effect; and all should be zealous and united in the work. I saw that a paper was needed, and all should feel interested in it.” Spalding and Magan, 1.

We looked at a passage where Sister White says that the gathering, when the Lord stretched out His hand the second time to recover the remnant of His people, [Early Writings, supplement pg. 86] refers to the fact that He had began to unite and raise up His people again. This stretching out His hand the second time in one sense is speaking about when God brings about a denominated people in 1844. Those that had been scattered prior to 1844, from the time of Stephen until the denominated people were raised up. 
That’s not what she said about those that are being gathered in this last passage in Spalding “I saw that God had stretched out His hand the second time to recover the remnant of His people. They are these who have been covered up in the ‘rubbish’ since 1844.”
 The truths that William Miller brought to the world, brought about the disappointment of 1844, also brought about the establishment of God’s denominated people, were covered up in rubbish and the people that had believed these truths were covered up. Sister White here when she was writing to Spalding, was saying it’s time to work to remove this rubbish. We know that that work never took place. She says that our greatest need is for revival and reformation. This work of removing the rubbish still exists in our day. We have paralleled the wandering in the wilderness of ancient Israel. We have reached the time where Ezekiel chapters 8-12 say it’s about time for the overflowing scourge, the Sunday Law to sweep through the earth. Therefore it’s also about time for the man with the dirt brush to come in and clean up this garbage to allow the true jewels to once again be recognized.

Could the Curtain be Rolled Back:

“Could the curtain be rolled back, could you discern the purposes of God and the judgments that are about to fall upon a doomed world, could you see your own attitude, you would fear and tremble for your own souls and for the souls of your fellow men. Earnest prayers of heart-rending anguish would go up to heaven. You would weep between the porch and the altar, confessing your spiritual blindness and backsliding. 

“‘Blow the trumpet in Zion, sanctify a fast, call a solemn assembly: gather the people, sanctify the congregation, assemble the elders, gather the children: ...let the bridegroom go forth of his chamber, and the bride out of her closet. Let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep between the porch and the altar , and let them say, Spare Thy people, O Lord, and give not Thine heritage to reproach.’ Joel 2:15-17. 

“‘Turn ye even to Me with all your heart, and with fasting, and with weeping, and with mourning: and rend your heart, and not your garments, and turn unto the Lord your God: for He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repenteth Him of the evil. Who knoweth if He will return and repent, and leave a blessing behind Him?’ Verses 12-14. 

“After Israel’s apostasy and bitter retribution, God’s message of grace for the repentant people was: ‘Behold, I will allure her, and bring her into the wilderness, and speak comfortably unto her. And I will give her her vineyards from thence, and the valley of Achor [troubled] for a door of hope: and she shall sing there, as in the days of her youth, and as in the day when she came up out of the land of Egypt. ‘ Hosea 2: 14-15. 

“‘And it shall be at that day, saith the Lord, that thou shalt call Me my husband; and shalt call Me no more my lord. ...And I will betroth thee unto Me forever; yea, I will betroth thee unto Me in righteousness, and in judgment, and in loving-kindness, and in mercies. I will even betroth thee unto Me in faithfulness: and thou shalt know the Lord.’ Verses 16-20, margin. 

“‘And ye shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I am the Lord your God, and none else: and My people shall never be ashamed.’ Joel 2:27. 

“Warning, admonition, promise, all are for us, upon whom the ends of the world are come. ‘Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober.’ I Thessalonians 5:6. ‘Take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares.’ Luke 21 :34. 

“‘Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter into temptation.’ Mark 14:38.  “Watch against the stealthy approach of the enemy, watch against old habits and natural inclinations, lest they assert themselves; force them back, and watch. Watch the thoughts, watch the plans, lest they become self-centered. Watch over the souls whom Christ has purchased with His own blood. Watch for opportunities to do them good. Watch, ‘lest coming suddenly He find you sleeping.’ Mark 13:36.” Testimonies, volume 6, 408-410.

Could the curtain be rolled back, we would see that we’re in the time period when the Lord intends to gather Seventh-day Adventists a second time. He gathered them together in 1844 and for only the second time in history He began a denominated people. He raised up a people that He would use to bring all other peoples of the world to Himself. But after that time, people came in and brought false doctrines and confusion and destroyed the truths that William Miller brought. Jehovah’s floor, which He promises to purge with His fan—the Man with the dirt brush—is going to clean this floor. This rubbish has built up, but at the end of the world He calls to us and He says could the curtain be rolled back and we could see what’s about to happen, that we would gather together. That’s what we talked about last time that the call from Zephaniah is that we gather together before the decree, before the overflowing scourge pass through the earth.

The promise is at the end of the world, in order to get us to gather together, that the Lord, in the valley of Achor, in a troublous time is going to woo us to come back to Him. What He is promising to do is to marry us. Sister White says the parable of the ten virgins is the illustration of the Advent experience. The parable of the ten virgins was fulfilled in the 1843-1844 time period to the very letter. Yet Sister White says it will be fulfilled again to the very letter. 

We are called to the marriage, the Lord is wooing us to come to Him, gather together before the decree, before the overflowing scourge. If we could remove the curtain, shake off this Laodecian condition, and see what is about to happen in the world, we would have a completely different experience. We would enter into the type of agreement with the Lord that ancient Israel at least illustrated entering into, at mount Sinai. Only this time the Lords promise is that He will give them a new heart and a new mind. This is the covenant promise here at the end and this is in agreement with all the prophecies of the Bible.

The gathering which is to be accomplished before the decree:

Testimonies, vol. 5, 99-100,
“‘And it shall come to pass at that time, that I will search Jerusalem with candles, and punish the men that are settled on their lees: that say in their heart, The Lord will not do good, neither will He do evil.  

“‘Gather yourselves together, yea, gather together, O nation not desired; before the decree bring forth, before the day pass as the chaff, before the fierce anger of the Lord come upon you, before the day of the Lord’s anger come upon you. Seek ye the Lord, all ye meek of the earth, which have wrought His judgment; seek righteousness, seek meekness: it may be ye shall be hid in the day of the Lord’s anger.’ 

“We are near the close of time. I have been shown that the retributive judgments of God are already in the land. The Lord has given us warning of the events about to take place. Light is shining from His word; yet darkness covers the earth, and gross darkness the people. ‘When they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them; ...and they shall not escape. 

“It is our duty to inquire the cause of this terrible darkness, that we may shun the course by which men have brought upon themselves so great delusion. God has given the world an opportunity to learn and to obey His will. He has given them, in His word, the light of truth; He has sent them warning, counsel, and admonition; but few will obey His voice. Like the Jewish nation, the majority, even of professed Christians, pride themselves on their superior advantages, but make no returns to God for these great blessings. In infinite mercy a last warning message has been sent to the world, announcing that Christ is at the door and calling attention to God’s broken law. But as the antediluvians rejected with scorn the warning of Noah, so will the pleasure lovers of today reject the message of God’s faithful servants. The world pursues its unvarying round, absorbed as ever in its business and its pleasures, while the wrath of God is about to be visited on the transgressors of His law.” Testimonies, vol. 5, 99-100.

The second, second gathering is when God once again establishes this covenant with the remnant of the denominated people that were raised up in 1844. God raised a people up in 1844 and gave them His name, an everlasting name. He entered into a covenant with them; He entered into a marriage with them. They went into wilderness wandering just as ancient Israel did, and at the end of this wilderness time they are about to go into the promise land.

If you look at that testimony of ancient Israel in Bible time, you’ll find that just before they went into the promise land they rehearsed once again the law. They gave an example that at the end of the wilderness wandering time, God’s people would once again enter into this marriage relationship, the parable of the ten virgins will again be fulfilled to the very letter. They’ll enter into the covenant. They will once again be a people who have the name of the Lord in their experience. Through them God will bring the gentiles to Himself, who are going to come and stand at the end.

William Miller’s dream is describing this as well because during this time period when William Miller saw this time period and the truths were beautiful and he had to share them; he went out a shared them, and the people came and they heard and this movement was established but then the rubbish comes in and Sisters and Brothers the rubbish is in Adventism today. It’s time for the man with the dirt brush to begin sweeping the floor. Just as certainly as it’s time for the overflowing scourge to go through the earth.

The Sunday Law is imminent, as imminent as this final purification of God’s church and you and I are going to be involved either way, but if  you and I are going to be on the right side of this issue of the purification of God’s church then the Biblical call is that we must gather together before the overflowing scourge arrives.

Jeremiah 4:1-6 says this:

“If thou wilt return, O Israel, saith the Lord, return unto me: and if thou wilt put away thine abominations out of my sight, then shalt thou not remove. And thou shalt swear, The Lord liveth, in truth, in judgment, and in righteousness; and the nations shall bless themselves in him, and in him shall they glory. For thus saith the Lord to the men of Judah and Jerusalem, Break up your fallow ground, and sow not among thorns. Circumcise yourselves to the Lord, and take away the foreskins of your heart, ye men of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem: lest my fury come forth like fire, and burn that none can quench it, because of the evil of your doings. Declare ye in Judah, and publish in Jerusalem; and say, Blow ye the trumpet in the land: cry, gather together, and say, Assemble yourselves, and let us go into the defenced cities. Set up the standard toward Zion: retire, stay not: for I will bring evil from the north, and a great destruction.” Jeremiah 4:1-6.

This series of the purification of God’s church, is blowing a trumpet and saying it is time to gather together. It’s time to put away sin. It’s time to set aside these things that have built confusion in Adventism and obscured the great truths and created an environment that stands opposed to holy living, that stands opposed to the call for holy living. The evidence that it’s time for that gathering is illustrated by the approach of the Sunday Law, is illustrated by the events which are taking place in the world that come right out of the last chapters of the Great Controversy.

Are the Protestants and Catholics of the United States coming together? Certainly! Is crime that Sister White has warned us about prevalent in this world today? Certainly! Are the courts of this land giving righteous judgment or compromised and confused judgment? They’re no longer giving the straight judgment. They have lost their bearings; this is recorded in the Great Controversy. Are the disasters in the world today showing us that the judgment of God is in the land as illustrated in Matt. 24, the Great Controversy? Certainly! These signs, these indications tell us that the Sunday Law is imminent and it’s time to gather together, come together in unity. Now we go back to one of the first quotes in this presentation, Early Writings, Supplement, 86, it says:

“The view that the Lord ‘had stretched out His hand the second time to recover the remnant of His people,’ on page 74, refers only to the union and strength once existing among those looking for Christ, and to the fact that He had begun to unite and to raise up His people again.” Early Writings, Supplement, 86.  

This is speaking specifically about God raising up His people again in 1844 but this second gathering of these people—when the Lord brings them together at the end of the wilderness wandering time—will have the same characteristics. There’s going to be a union and strength among the people that enter into this experience. They will be united, the information about the scattering is that they’ve been scattered throughout the nations. 

The people that are going to come together in this group at the end of the world are not going to physically come together. This isn’t literal Israel, they’re not going to all move to the literal city of Jerusalem. They’re going to come together spiritually. It’s going to be a spiritual unity and this kind of unity comes from an intense study of the Word of God accompanied with a willingness to do everything that the Word of God reveals to us.

It’s always been time, but now more than ever, it’s time that God’s people open the Word of God anew, the Spirit of Prophecy, and make a covenant between themselves and the Lord, that whatever He speaks to them through the Word, though the Spirit of Prophecy, they will do in His power, in His strength. This will bring about a unity with you and me, even if we’re ten thousand miles apart. This is the unity that’s being spoken of when God sets His hand again to gather a people, and others He intends to gather after these people are gathered together. 

I want to look at just a few points out of the ‘Present Truth’ which was printed in 1850 with James White as a publisher and some of his comments on what William Miller’s dream was symbolizing. In one point he says this:

“*The casket, represents the advent truth that Bro. Miller published to the world, as is marked out by the parable of the ten virgins.  Matt. xxv, 1-11.  First the time, 1843, second, the tarrying time, third the midnight cry, at the seventh month, 1844, and fourth, the shut door.”
You’ll notice here James White is saying that this ‘casket’, this truth that William Miller was bringing to the world, was also experienced by those brethren back then, and James White is very clear about a four step process. The time that was set: 1843; and then the tarrying time when they realized they had miscalculated; and then the Midnight Cry, when the Holy Spirit came into the movement and in the very Words of Scripture, Sister White says they went out and proclaimed ‘Behold the Bridegroom Cometh’; and then the shut door. 

Sister White says that this parable will be fulfilled again to the very letter. This ‘casket’ that James White’s talking about, appears at the beginning of William Miller’s dream, but at the end it appears once again bigger and more prominent, part of the very specific identification of this casket is this four step process which ends with the shut door. Part of the understanding that we are to have about this casket that encompasses the truths of William Miller that will be repeated at the end of the world is that probation is about to close. Probation in a general sense for the whole world is about to close. 

With the light that Seventh-day Adventists have they know that the close of probation  corresponds with the judgment as the Lord goes through the names, it’s progressive; it begins with the dead and then it starts with the living. The first judged in the judgment of the living is God’s house. Probation closes for God’s house before it closes to those others that he is going to gather to Him besides the ‘Israel’ that’s gathered. The door of our probation is about to close and this is part of the truth that will become more prominent at the end of the world. 

Commenting more about this dream, James White says this, I assume this is James White, he’s the publisher, there is not a signature to who gives these comments on William Miler’s dream: 

“+ The man with the “dirt-brush” represents the clear light of present truth, as brought to view by the third angel’s message, [Rev.xiv,9-12,] which is now purging the errors away from the remnant.  The cause of present truth began to revive in the spring of 1848, and has been rising and gaining strength from that time to the present.  The “dirt-brush” has been moving, and the errors have been passing away before the clear light of truth, and some of the precious jewels, who but a short time since were covered up and excluded from sight by darkness and error, now stand in the clear light of present truth.”  

The man with the dirt brush, the pioneer’s understood as present truth that was going to clean the house and in 1848 they thought, they believed, they hoped in faith, they wished that it was beginning to serve its purpose, but we’re in 1998 (that’s when this sermon was preached) 150 years after they thought this light of present truth had begun it’s work. And if there’s anything that Adventism needs here today it’s Present Truth! And the Present Truth that was specified that was going to clean away this rubbish, Was the three angel’s messages of Revelation 14.

That is Present Truth! The three angel’s messages are a presentation of the gospel, but it’s not simply a presentation of the gospel; it’s a presentation of the gospel in the context of the judgment hour. And it’s not simply in the context of the judgment hour; for the third angel’s message says ‘if any man receive the Mark of the Beast’. The three angel’s messages—the Present Truth designed to clear the rubbish out—is a message of salvation. If you will enter into a covenant with the Lord, He will honor it and He will give you power to live obediently for Him in the time of the judgment when probation closes. He will give you the character and experience that you can stand at the end of the world without an intercessor in the time of trouble. That is the Present Truth that will sweep away the rubbish. 

Whether for the world at large, or whether that message is first presented to Adventism—the warning message is that our probation closes first—and it’s about to close at the Sunday Law. We must finish the work of character preparation for that testing time before the test comes. That’s the Present Truth that the pioneers believed would clean away the rubbish of error that had clouded the diamonds and the jewels and the coins.

Can we receive that present truth today? Are we ready to understand that there’s no more time for sin? That all our darling sins have to be put on the altar and removed forever? Are we ready to believe that this ‘sin and confession’, ‘sin and confession’ habit that Laodecians have developed is unacceptable in this hour? That’s the Present Truth that Adventism needs to hear and it needs to hear it soon; because these final events come suddenly, unexpectedly and as an overwhelming surprise. 

Sister White is clear and the Bible is clear that if we will enter into this covenant, the power is available. It’s the time when the man with the dirt brush, the Present Truth is going to begin sweeping away the rubbish. We’ll close with this from Testimonies, vol. 4, 89. 

“I was pointed to the providence of God among His people and was shown that every trial made by the refining, purifying process upon professed Christians proves some to be dross. The fine gold does not always appear. In every religious crisis some fall under temptation. The shaking of God blows away multitudes like dry leaves. Prosperity multiplies a mass of professors. Adversity purges them out of the church. As a class, their spirits are not steadfast with God. They go out from us because they are not of us; for when tribulation or persecution arises because of the word, many are offended.” Testimonies, vol. 4, 89. 

The man with the dirt brush, brushes the rubbish out and they leave on the wind. Here we’re told that this shaking is what sends away the dry leaves. It’s time for the shaking to accomplish its purpose. It’s time in our individual experience that the rubbish and error is removed so we might come to the Lord and gather with Him and His other faithful people, no matter where they are, in unity of truth. It’s the time period now when God intends to bring those others, those other sheep in Babylon unto Himself, that this controversy can be finished and we can go home. The call to us today is to arise and shine, for the light has come that will allow us, empower us to have this experience. 
THE PURIFICATION OF GOD’S CHURCH 
A SUMMARY
From Presentations by Jeff Pippenger

 (Note—although these messages are from a series—each message can also stand alone.)

We want to review some of these principles, some of these themes that we find in Bible prophecy that demonstrate that God intends to purge His church through the Sunday Law crisis. 

16MR Pg. 270: “A similar work will be accomplished when that other angel, represented in Revelation 18, gives his message. The first, second, and third angels’ messages will need to be repeated. The call will be given to the church, “Come out of her, My people, that ye be not partakers of her sins.” “Babylon, the great, is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird. For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, and the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth are waxed rich through the abundance of her delicacies. . . . Come out of her, My people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues: for her sins have reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities” [Rev. 18:2-5]. 

 “Take each verse of this chapter, and read it carefully, especially the last two: “And the light of a candle shall shine no more at all in thee; and the voice of the bridegroom and of the bride shall be heard no more at all in thee: for thy merchants were the great men of the earth; for by thy sorceries were all nations deceived. And in her was found the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of all that were slain upon the earth.”
 “The parable of the ten virgins was given by Christ Himself, and every specification should be carefully studied. A time will come when the door will be shut. We are represented either by the wise or the foolish virgins. We cannot now distinguish, nor have we authority to say, who are wise and who foolish. There are those who hold the truth in unrighteousness, and these appear outwardly like the wise.”
Sister White emphasizes that the story of the Ten Virgins includes the close of probation. Looking at the parable of the 10 virgins—we see, whether we like it or not, that we are found either among the wise or foolish virgins. The truth found in those verses of Revelation 18—especially the last two; a ‘candle being no more found in thee’, illustrates the close of probation; there’s no more light—the light has been removed. 

Part of the message that has to come to God’s people and then to the world, is that Probation is about to close. And this message is designed to arouse the virgins to their need of finishing this work of character perfection in the power and strength of the Lord. This message IS the message for the hour. Sister White says that when the books of Daniel and the Revelation are better understood, there will be seen among us a great revival. 
The ‘Present Truth’ message in Daniel and Revelation for the hour is the Papacy is about to take the world captive and bring it under its control through the passage of a Sunday Law. At that Sunday Law, you either receive the ‘Mark of the Beast’ or the ‘Seal of God’. That’s the message of Daniel and Revelation that when we understand, will revive us—or harden us where we are lost forever. We have one of two choices; the books of Daniel and Revelation are being fulfilled today in front of our very eyes. Probation is about to close; a Sunday Law is imminent; as virgins, the door of our probation is about to close. 

In the book of Ezekiel 8-12, we see two groups of people in the church—Jerusalem being the church; one that ultimately end up bowing down to the sun and receiving  the ‘Mark of the Beast’, and the others that are sealed.

Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel Workers Pg. 445: “This sealing of the servants of God is the same that was shown to Ezekiel in vision. John also had been a witness of this most startling revelation. He saw the sea and the waves roaring, and men’s hearts failing them for fear. He beheld the earth moved, and the mountains carried into the midst of the sea (which is literally taking place), the water thereof roaring and troubled, and the mountains shaking with the swelling thereof. He was shown plagues, pestilence, famine, and death performing their terrible mission.”
The sealing is symbolized in Ezekiel by those that are having deep soul anguish, about what? —About the condition of God’s church. But none the less, they’re still portrayed as ‘in Jerusalem’. They’re still part of God’s denominated people. Ancient Israel was God’s denominated people from Sinai until the stoning of Stephen, and that denominated people committed some horrendous abominations. But not until God said they were divorced were they divorced. 

The promise is, this denominated people, this ‘church’ may appear about to fall, but it does not fall. It goes through a terrible ordeal, but it stands while the sinners are purged out. In Ezekiel 8-12, we see these people—portrayed as bowing down to the sun—meeting their Divine judgment on the borders of Jerusalem. They’re the ones that are removed from the ‘church’. 

Those of us today that are being tempted with leaving Adventism or the theology of calling the Seventh-day Adventist church ‘Babylon’, cannot find agreement for that philosophy in the Bible or the Spirit of Prophecy. The testimony of the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy is that it’s going to be terrible, spiritually, in God’s church just before He purifies it. Those that go through that process and receive the Seal of God are going to have sensitivity to these abominations like no other. They’re going to be sighing and crying. But they’re NOT going to be packing up their bags and leaving. 

This is the testimony of scripture, and this truth needs to be emphasized in Adventism, because if we do not understand that this is the testimony of prophecy, then we are set up to receive these false understandings of the church being ‘Babylon’, and that we need to start a ‘new organization’ that upholds the truth more fully. 

Only twice does God raise up a ‘denominated’ people; ancient Israel, and modern Israel. There’s no third denominated people illustrated in prophecy. 

Manuscript Releases Volume Thirteen, Pg. 71: “When the law of God is being made void, when His name is dishonored, when it is considered disloyal to the laws of the land to keep the seventh day as the Sabbath, when wolves in sheep’s clothing, through blindness of mind and hardness of heart, are seeking to compel the conscience, shall we give up our loyalty to God? No, no. The wrongdoer is filled with a Satanic hatred against those who are loyal to the commandments of God, but the value of God’s law as a rule of conduct must be made manifest. The zeal of those who obey the Lord will be increased as the world and the church unite in making void the law. They will say with the Psalmist, “I love thy commandments above gold; yea above fine gold” [Ps. 119:127]. This is what will be sure to occur when the law of God is made void by a national act. When Sunday is exalted and sustained by law, then the principle that actuates the people of God will be made manifest, as the principle of the three Hebrews was made manifest when Nebuchadnezzar commanded them to worship the golden image in the plain of Dura. We can see what our duty is when the truth is overborne by falsehood.”
Throughout scripture the Sunday Law is it’s illustrated as part of the end time scenario. The ancient prophets spoke more for our day than then day in which they lived. In Daniel 3, we see illustrated the Sunday Law and this testimony tells us that the issues, the message connected with the Sunday Law test is going to go to the whole world. It also confirms and reaffirms other truths connected with the Sunday Law about the experience of God’s people. 

Shadrack, Meshack and Abednego were not the only Hebrews on the plain of Dura. They’re simply the only three Hebrews who prepared for the test, that any of them could have seen coming. The Sunday Law today is making its way in darkness, but on the plains of Dura, that image had to be constructed, it had to be set up; and those Hebrews that were there saw it. They had no reason not to understand the implications, and yet only three prepared for that event. 

The building of that image on Dura—the setting up prior to the test, is also illustrated in end time prophecy through the symbolism of the ‘Image of the Beast’. Sister White gives no other definition of the ‘Image of the Beast’ than the combination of church and state, when secular power is used to sustain religious institutions and support their dogmas. This combination of church and State is symbolized in prophecy as the image of the Beast. 

The Hebrews on the plain of Dura saw the image getting built and they didn’t prepare. Today we see Church and State coming together In the United States. You can go to the secular presses that watch what goes on in Congress and in the Supreme Court, there’s rulings and laws today, already passed, and being passed, that are being pushed through and those commentators watching these things—who are not even Seventh-day Adventists—are clearly telling the world that the wall of separation of Church and State in the Constitution of the United Sates is about to be removed. 

This image on the plain of Dura in our day is being constructed.  It’s about to be set up. When it’s set up, and the command to worship it comes, there’ll be a Sunday Law. If we’re not seeing these things, then we won’t be prepared for the test. Are you seeing these things? Are you watching these things? Sister White says we should study the events taking place around us and compare them with the testimony of God’s Word—so we know the times in which we live. We need to know—we’re required to know. 

Testimonies for the Church Volume Five, Pg. 525: “The duty of old and young must be set forth in simple, positive language because our lot is cast in perilous times when it seems that truth must be overborne by falsehood and satanic delusions. In the time of testing and trial the shield of Omnipotence will be spread over those whom God has made the depositaries of His law. When legislators shall abjure the principles of Protestantism, so as to give countenance and the right hand of fellowship to Romanism, then God will interpose in a special manner in behalf of His own honor and the salvation of His people. 

 “The principles necessary for our youth to cultivate must be kept before them in their daily education, that when the decree shall go forth requiring all to worship the beast and his image, they may make the right decisions, and have strength to declare, without wavering, their confidence in the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus, even at the very time when the law of God is made void by the religious world. Those who waver now and are tempted to follow in the wake of apostates who have departed from the faith, “giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils,” will surely be found on the side of those who make void the law of God, unless they repent and plant their feet firmly upon the faith once delivered to the saints.”
Are we wavering today? Some will say, “well—when the Sunday Law test comes, certainly Adventism’s probation doesn’t close, because God’s character isn’t like that, He’d give some of those who are less mature in these spiritual things time to consider these events.” That is not the testimony of the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy. This passage we just read was speaking about the youth; the children. It says when this event comes the children must already have been trained to stand correctly. If the Lord requires the youth to be faithful during that test—He requires everyone. 

If we’re wavering, we need to turn to the Word of God and fortify our minds. Sister White says that only those that fortify their mind daily will be prepared to stand in the last great crisis. 

Selected Messages Book 2, Pg. 368: “When the law of God is made void the church will be sifted by fiery trials, and a larger proportion than we now anticipate, will give heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils.”
One of the truths seen as we look at the different waymarks associated with the Sunday Law, and how all these End Time Events have a direct relationship to the Sunday Law; is that those Laodecians that are spewed out of the mouth of the Lord—those foolish virgins who have the door closed against them—the dross that is burned off in the furnace fire—the chaff that’s blown away in the wind, separated from the wheat; all these different symbols illustrate those of us that don’t prepare for this test. When this test comes, if unprepared, we’re going to go fully on the side of Satan—giving heed to seducing spirits and the doctrines of devils. 

Brothers and sisters, that’s quite a solemn thought! We’re not only on the verge of a Sunday Law, we’re on the verge of either being totally committed to the Lord or being totally under the control of Satan. 

Testimonies for the Church Volume Six, Pg. 400: “As trials thicken around us, both separation and unity will be seen in our ranks. Some who are now ready to take up weapons of warfare will in times of real peril make it manifest that they have not built upon the solid rock; they will yield to temptation. Those who have had great light and precious privileges, but have not improved them, will, under one pretext or another, go out from us. Not having received the love of the truth, they will be taken in the delusions of the enemy; they will give heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils, and will depart from the faith. But, on the other hand, when the storm of persecution really breaks upon us, the true sheep will hear the true Shepherd’s voice. Self-denying efforts will be put forth to save the lost, and many who have strayed from the fold will come back to follow the great Shepherd. The people of God will draw together and present to the enemy a united front. In view of the common peril, strife for supremacy will cease; there will be no disputing as to who shall be accounted greatest. No one of the true believers will say: “I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas.” The testimony of one and all will be: “I cleave unto Christ; I rejoice in Him as my personal Saviour.”
She says that when the storm of persecution hits, those who haven’t prepared for that test of the Sunday Law, will give heed to the doctrines of devils, and seducing spirits. On the other hand, those who are faithful will stand faithful, and she says those that have previously left—that still have a sensitive conscience—some of them will return and stand.  
That’s what’s illustrated in the scattering, many that have come into Adventism today have been scattered hither and yon by different false doctrines or have become discouraged with the condition of the church—but they still have that sensitive heart and a mind open to receive the impressions of the Holy Spirit. This is the time in which we’re living and we need to be open to be used by the Holy Spirit to reach out and touch some of those around us who may not seem to be upholding Adventism any longer. There are still faithful ones there and at the time of the test they’re going to be brought to view.

The Signs of the Times, 11-16-91:  “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you; and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” “And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.” “Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, men and brethren, what shall we do? Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized, every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.” The glorious promise is unto us who live in the last days: “Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord; and he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you; whom the heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began.”
This is our promise—to receive the greatest manifestation of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit of all time. This is the promise to us if we will but send our sins beforehand to judgment, if we will gather together before the decree. 

Advent Review and Sabbath Herald, 09-25-00: “The Laodicean message must be proclaimed with power; for now it is especially applicable. Now, more than ever before, are seen pride, worldly ambition, self-exaltation, double-dealing, hypocrisy, and deception. Many are speaking great swelling words of vanity, saying, “I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing.” Yet they are miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked.

 “There are those who sincerely desire to see God, and who, in true penitence, seek the Lord, that they may find him, and by his power reach the high and holy ideal set before them. With unfeigned lips they pray, “Wilt thou not revive us again: that thy people may rejoice in thee?” “Return, we beseech thee, O God of hosts: look down from heaven, and behold, and visit this vine.” “O Lord, revive thy work in the midst of the years, and in the midst of the years make known; in wrath remember mercy.” 

 “But there are also those who go on frowardly in their own way. The Lord says to them, “Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord.” Let those who name the name of God search their hearts to see whether they be in the faith. Let them search the Word carefully, reviewing the experience of God’s ancient people.”
The Laodecian message is the call to gather together before the decree. It’s the call for the Lord to revive once again this work in a people that has been wandering in the wilderness of Laodecia. Those of us that hear this call to awaken need to send our sins beforehand to judgment, that we may be among those that receive this refreshing. 

This message that she says we must proclaim with power; this blotting out experience that comes from the presence of the Holy Spirit in the latter rain in this last passage was in the context of Laodecia. But in Review and Herald, 08-19-90: “The state of the Church represented by the foolish virgins, is also spoken of as the Laodicean state.” The message to the Laodecians, is the message to the foolish virgins; when the Laodecians get spewed out of the mouth of the Lord, it’s the foolish virgins that are getting spewed out, it’s the foolish virgins that are having the door of their probation shut. 

The Laodecian condition has been described many ways, one good description is T 8, pg. 249: “The heavenly Teacher inquired: “What stronger delusion can beguile the mind than the pretense that you are building on the right foundation and that God accepts your works, when in reality you are working out many things according to worldly policy and are sinning against Jehovah? Oh, it is a great deception, a fascinating delusion, that takes possession of minds when men who have once known the truth, mistake the form of godliness for the spirit and power thereof; when they suppose that they are rich and increased with goods and in need of nothing, while in reality they are in need of everything.” 

 “God has not changed toward His faithful servants who are keeping their garments spotless. But many are crying, “Peace and safety,” while sudden destruction is coming upon them. Unless there is thorough repentance, unless men humble their hearts by confession and receive the truth as it is in Jesus, they will never enter heaven. When purification shall take place in our ranks, we shall no longer rest at ease, boasting of being rich and increased with goods, in need of nothing.”
The delusion that has taken Laodecia is that we’re doing a work for the Lord, but we’re doing our own thing, in our own strength, our own way, and using our own principles to carry it out. We think everything is fine. It isn’t fine! The Lord hasn’t changed; ‘Not by power, not by strength but by my Spirit’ saith the Lord. We have to walk by faith in the power of the Spirit no matter what work we are undertaking and we must lay aside human devisings that we so incorrectly think are the power of God. It’s nothing more than Laodecian darkness. 

This work of purification, this outpouring of the Holy Spirit, blotting out of sin, is on a continuum that corresponds to the work going on in the Most Holy Place. Sermons and Talks Volume 1, Pg. 59: “Well, suppose you are walking in the light, what then? Why, your testimonies will be light. You will talk light, and all this evil surmising and evil speaking will be put away. You will talk and we will not be thinking of ourselves and what others are doing, but what God and Jesus are doing. Well, what are they doing? They are cleansing the sanctuary. Well, we should be with Him in this work and be cleansing the sanctuary of our souls of all unrighteousness, that our names may written in the Lamb’s book of life, that our sins may be blotted out when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord. It is the most solemn work that was ever given to mortals.”
Maranatha, Pg. 249: “From the Holy of Holies, there goes on the grand work of instruction. The angels of God are communicating to men. Christ officiates in the sanctuary. We do not follow Him into the sanctuary as we should. Christ and angels work in the hearts of the children of men. The church above united with the church below is warring the good warfare upon the earth. There must be a purifying of the soul here upon the earth, in harmony with Christ’s cleansing of the sanctuary in heaven.”
This purifying begins with us individually but it goes on a continuum. His church will be purified at the Sunday Law, and the work of purification continues on to those of His children that are in Babylon. The call to us is that we must finish this work of purification before the door is shut. 

The ‘overflowing scourge’, is nothing more than the Sunday Law.  Country Living, Pg. 12: “Before the overflowing scourge shall come upon the dwellers of the earth, the Lord calls upon all who are Israelites indeed to prepare for that event. To parents He sends the warning cry, Gather your children into your own houses; gather them away from those who are disregarding the commandments of God, who are teaching and practicing evil. Get out of the large cities as fast as possible. Establish church schools. Give your children the Word of God as the foundation of all their education.” Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 195.

Before the Sunday Law arrives we need to get out in the country, we need to gather together, we need to prepare for this event before it hits. 

The Publishing Ministry, Pg. 170: “The Lord will work to purify His church. I tell you in truth, the Lord is about to turn and overturn in the institutions called by His name. Just how soon this refining process will begin I cannot say, but it will not be long deferred. He whose fan is in His hand will cleanse His temple of its moral defilement. He will thoroughly purge His floor”. Lt 4, 1895.

Based on the prophetic word, the Lord is about to purify His church and the institutions that go to make up this corporate structure are going to be overturned. They can’t go beyond the Sunday Law.  If they’re faithful they’ll be shut down by the laws of the land—if they’re unfaithful they’re going to be swept out by the ‘man with the dirt brush’. 

This structure that we identify as the corporate body of the Seventh-day Adventist church—is destined, righteous or unrighteous, to very soon be eliminated. At that point the Lord is going to take the work into His own hands. The testimony of the Spirit of Prophecy is that a unity is going to come into the work, but the Lord will raise up those that will be spiritual leaders who have never sought position before. The work will be directed by the Holy Spirit. It’s not going to be in the devising of humans. It’s not going to be a gigantic, world-wide outreach program. It’s going to be people, empowered by the Holy Spirit, that are going door to door sharing this message of mercy. It’s going to be people that are going to be brought before the courts of the land, and they’re going to give a testimony that’s going to be published in the presses of the land explaining why they uphold Sabbath. 

We’re at the very point in time where this controversy is going to be sounded around the world in a way that we do not now understand. But it’s not going to be handled through structures of human devising. Those are going to be removed. That’s the promise of scripture. 

Manuscript Releases Volume Twenty-one, Pg. 437: “All the messages given from 1840-1844 are to be made forcible now, for there are many people who have lost their bearings. The messages are to go to all the churches.  Christ said, “Blessed are your eyes, for they see; and your ears, for they hear. For verily I say unto you, That many prophets and righteous men have desired to see those things which ye see, and have not seen them; and to hear those things which ye hear, and have not heard them” [Matt. 13:16, 17]. Blessed are the eyes which saw the things that were seen in 1843 and 1844. 

 “The message was given. And there should be no delay in repeating the message, for the signs of the times are fulfilling; the closing work must be done. A great work will be done in a short time. A message will soon be given by God’s appointment that will swell into a loud cry. Then Daniel will stand in his lot, to give his testimony. 

 “The attention of our churches must be aroused. We are standing upon the borders of the greatest event in the world’s history, and Satan must not have power over the people of God, causing them to sleep on. The papacy will appear in its power. All must now arouse and search the Scriptures, for God will make known to His faithful ones what shall be in the last time. The word of the Lord is to come to His people in power.

  “The signs of the end are fast fulfilling. The time of trouble is very near us now. We are to be brought into strait places in a way in which we have not been brought heretofore. The time of trouble is near, and we are to awake to a realization of this. We are to be sure that our feet are in the narrow path. We need an experience that we have not yet had, that we may have the assurance that the God of all grace is a very present help in time of need. The time of trouble--trouble such as was not since there was a nation--is right upon us, and we are like the sleeping virgins. We are to awake and ask the Lord Jesus to place underneath us His everlasting arms, and carry us through the time of trial before us.

  “Let us turn our attention away from unimportant things, and give ourselves to God. We scarcely dream of the destroying angels that already are permitted to bring disaster and destruction in their path. Shall my life be spared to act a part in the closing scenes of this earth’s history? 

  “How little we know of what is going on in heaven! What fearful indifference those on this earth show to eternal realities. Souls are unprepared for what is about to take place in our world; the warning must be given, The end of all things is at hand. 

  “Again I say to my ministering brethren in Battle Creek, Preach the Word. The last message of mercy is to be given to prepare a people to stand in these last days. Everything is to be shaken that can be shaken, that those things that cannot be shaken may remain. 

 “This is what has been presented to me--that we are asleep, and do not know the time of our visitation. But if we humble ourselves before God, and seek Him with the whole heart, He will be found of us.” Letter 54, 1906.

‘The attention of the churches must be aroused’—what does it need to be aroused to? —To the fact that the time of trouble is approaching. Our probation is about to close. The greatest crisis of all time is here. We must arouse. We must shake off this Laodecian lethargy before it takes us unawares. 

The purification of God’s church is present truth; God is about to purify His church and before that time, in total agreement with His character, He is seeking to forewarn us so we can—by grace—be prepared for that process. Many themes in scripture point to this purification process, point to the Sunday Law, as the providential way that the Lord brings this process about. 

The Sunday Law test is the very heart of the third angel’s message. It’s the message that Adventism was raised up to proclaim. The Sunday Law issue is directly connected with the very name that God gave us, Seventh-day Adventists. This is the message that encompasses what Adventism is about. God raised up a people in the pioneer movement that were destined to finish this work, but as the first denominated people of scripture—ancient Israel—did, they went sojourning. We went sojourning in the wilderness of Laodecia. But we’re now at the point in history where it’s time to go into the Promised Land and the Lord once again wants to repeat this process of entering into the marriage.

Review and Herald 1-11-1887, Our Present Duty and the Coming Crisis. 

“‘And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold.’ The very atmosphere is polluted with sin. Soon God’s people will be tested by fiery trials, and the great proportion of those who now appear to be genuine and true will prove to be base metal. Instead of being strengthened and confirmed by opposition, threats, and abuse, they will cowardly take the side of the opposers. The promise is, ‘Them that honor me I will honor.’ Shall we be less firmly attached to God’s law because the world at large have attempted to make it void? 

“Already the judgments of God are abroad in the land, as seen in storms, in floods, in tempests, in earthquakes, in perils by land and by sea. The great I am is speaking to those who make void his law. When God’s wrath is poured out upon the earth, who will then be able to stand? Now is the time for God’s people to show themselves true to principle. When the religion of Christ is most held in contempt, when his law is most despised, then should our zeal be the warmest and our courage the most unflinching. To stand in defense of truth and righteousness when the majority forsake us, to fight the battles of the Lord when champions are few ,-this will be our test. At this time we must gather warmth from the coldness of others, courage from their cowardice, and loyalty from their treason. The nation will be on the side of the great rebel leader. 

“The days of purification of the church are hastening on space. God will have a people pure and true. In the mighty sifting soon to take place, we shall be better able to measure the strength of Israel. The signs reveal that the time is near when the Lord will manifest that his fan is in his hand, and that he soon will thoroughly purge his floor. 

“The days are fast approaching when there will be great perplexity and confusion. Satan, clothed in angel robes, will deceive, if possible, the very elect. There will be gods many and lords many. Every wind of doctrine will be blowing. 

“With unerring accuracy, the Infinite One keeps an account with all nations. While his mercy is tendered with calls to repentance, this account will remain open; but when a certain limit which God has fixed is reached, the ministry of his wrath commences. The account is closed. Divine patience ceases. There is no more pleading for mercy in their behalf. 

“The prophet, looking down the ages, had this time presented before his vision. The nations of this age have been the recipients of unprecedented mercies. The choicest of Heaven’s blessings have been given them; but increased pride, covetousness, idolatry, contempt of God, and base ingratitude, are written against them. They are fast closing up their account with God. 

“But that which causes me to tremble, is the fact that those who have had the greatest light and privileges have become contaminated by the prevailing iniquity. Influenced by the unrighteous around them, many, even of those who profess the truth, have grown cold, and are borne down by the strong current of evil. The universal scorn thrown upon true piety and holiness, leads those who do not connect closely with God to lose their reverence for his law. If they were following the light, and obeying the truth from the heart, this holy law would seem even more precious to them when despised and set aside. As the disrespect for God’s law becomes more manifest, the line of demarcation between its observers and the world becomes more distinct. Love for the divine precepts increases with one class, according as contempt for them increases with the other class. 

“The crisis is fast approaching. The rapidly swelling figures show that the time for God’s visitations has nearly come. Although loath to punish, nevertheless he will punish, and that speedily. Those who walk in the light will see signs of the approaching peril; but they are not to sit in quiet, unconcerned expectancy of the ruin, comforting themselves with the belief that God will shelter his people in the day of visitation; Far from it. They should realize that it is their duty to labor diligently to save others, looking with strong faith to God for help.

 “The command is, ‘Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be done in the midst thereof. ‘ These sighing, crying ones had been holding forth the words of life; they had reproved, counseled, and entreated. Some who had been dishonoring God repented and humbled their hearts before him. But the glory of the Lord had departed from Israel. Although many still continued the forms of religion, its power and presence were lacking. 

“In the time when his wrath shall go forth in judgments, the humble, devoted followers of Christ will be distinguished from the rest of the world by their soul anguish, which will be expressed in lamentation and weeping, reproofs and warnings. While others try to throw a cloak over the existing evil, and excuse the great wickedness everywhere prevalent, those who have a zeal for God’s honor and a love for souls will not hold their peace to obtain favor of any. Their righteous souls will be vexed day by day with the unholy works and conversation of the unrighteous. They will be powerless to stop the rushing torrent of iniquity, and hence they will be filled with grief and alarm. They will mourn before God to see religion despised in the very homes of those who have had great light. They will lament and afflict their souls because pride, avarice, selfishness, and deception of almost every kind are in the church. 

“The class who do not feel grieved over their own spiritual declension, nor mourn over the sins of others, will be left without the seal of God. The Lord commissions his messengers, the men with slaughtering weapons in their hands: ‘Go ye after him through the city, and smite: let not your eye spare, neither have ye pity: slay utterly old and young, both maids, and little children, and women: but come not near any man upon whom is the mark; and begin at my sanctuary. Then they began at the ancient men which were before the house. , 

“Here we see that the church-the Lord’s sanctuary-was the first to feel the stroke of the wrath of God. The ancient men, those to whom God had given great light, and who had stood as guardians of the spiritual interests of the people, had betrayed their trust. This shows us that we must not look to men for example. We need to stay our faith upon God; for there is just before us a time that will try men’s souls. Christ upon the Mount of Olives rehearsed the fearful judgments that were to precede his second coming: ‘Ye shall hear of wars and rumors of wars.’ ‘Nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. All these are the beginning of sorrows.’ While these prophecies received a partial fulfillment at the destruction of Jerusalem, they have a more direct application in the last days. 

“John also was a witness of the terrible scenes that will take place as signs of Christ’s coming. He saw armies mustering for battle, and men’s hearts failing them for fear. He saw the earth moved out of its place, the mountains carried into the midst of the sea, the waves thereof roaring and troubled, and the mountains shaking with the swelling thereof. He saw the vials of God’s wrath opened, and pestilence, famine, and death come upon the inhabitants of the earth. 

“Already the restraining Spirit of God is being withdrawn from the earth. Hurricanes, storms, tempests, fire and flood, disasters by sea and land, follow each other in quick succession. Science seeks to explain all these. The signs thickening around us, telling of the near approach of the Son of God, are attributed to any other than the true cause. Men cannot discern the sentinel angels restraining the four winds that they may not blow until the servants of God are sealed; but when God shall bid his angels loose the winds, there will be such a scene of his avenging wrath as no pen can picture. 

“We are standing on the threshold of great and solemn events. Prophecy is fast fulfilling. The Lord is at the door. There is soon to open before us a period of overwhelming interest to all living. The controversies of the past are to be revived. New controversies will arise. The scenes to be enacted in our world are not even dreamed of. Satan is at work through human agencies. Those who are making so great efforts to change the Constitution and secure a law enforcing the first day of the week little realize what will be the result. A crisis is just upon us. 

“But God’s servants are not to trust to themselves in this great emergency. In the visions given to Isaiah, to Ezekiel, and to John, we see how closely heaven is connected with the events transpiring upon the earth. We see the care of God for those who are loyal to him. The program of coming events is in the hands of the Lord; the world is not without a ruler. The Majesty of heaven has the destiny of nations, as well as the concerns of his church, in his own hands. 

“Brethren, it is no time now for mourning and despair, no time to yield to doubt and unbelief. Christ is to us not a Saviour in Joseph’s new tomb, closed with a great stone, and sealed with the Roman seal. We have a risen Saviour. He is the King, the Lord of hosts; he sitteth between the cherubim, and amid the strife and tumult of nations he guards his people still. He who rules in the heavens is our Saviour. He measures every trial. He watches the furnace fire that must test every soul. When the strongholds of kings shall be overthrown, when the arrows of God’s wrath shall strike through the hearts of his enemies, his people have the assurance that they are safe in his hands. In patience they are to possess their souls. 

“Those whom God employs as his messengers are not to feel that his work is dependent upon them. Finite men are not left to carry this burden of responsibility. In Ezekiel’s vision, God had his hand beneath the wings of the cherubim. This is to teach his servants that it is divine power that gives them success. He will work with them if they will put away iniquity, and become pure in heart and life. The heavenly messengers seen by Ezekiel, like a bright light going among the living creatures with the swiftness of lightning, represent the speed with which this work will finally go forward to completion. He who slumbers not, who is continually at work for the accomplishment of His designs, can carry forward His great work harmoniously. That which appears to finite minds entangled and complicated, the Lord’s hand can keep in perfect order. He can devise ways and means to thwart the purposes of wicked counselors, and those who plot out mischief. 

“Those who are called to responsible positions in the work of God often feel that they are carrying heavy burdens, when they may have the satisfaction of knowing that Jesus carries them all. We permit ourselves to feel altogether too much care, trouble, and perplexity in the Lord’s work. We need to trust him, believe in him, and go forward. The tireless vigilance of the heavenly messengers, their unceasing employment in their ministry in connection with the beings of earth, show us how God’s hand is guiding the wheel within a wheel. The divine Instructor is saying to every actor in his work, as he said to Cyrus of old, I girded thee, though thou hast not known me.  

“Men are not to take credit to themselves for the success of their labors. The clear, sharp thought, the wisdom to plan and execute, are of the ability that God giveth. God is the Master-worker; men are only the instruments in his hand. It is his mind that is working through all who yield themselves to his control. While we are to act our part by improving to the utmost every talent committed to us, we have nothing which we have not received of God, and we should give him all the glory. 

“The important future is before us. To meet its trials and temptations, and to perform its duties, will require great faith, energy” and perseverance. But we may triumph gloriously; for not one watching, praying, believing soul will be ensnared by the devices of the enemy. All heaven is interested in our welfare, and waits our demand upon its wisdom and strength. Neither wicked men nor evil spirits can hinder the work of God or shut out his presence from his people, if they will, with subdued, contrite hearts, confess and put away their sins, and in faith claim his promises. Every opposing influence, whether open or secret, may be successfully resisted, ‘not by might, not by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.’ If the Lord had a company of workers who would rely wholly upon him, he would accomplish a great work through them. One could chase a thousand, and two put ten thousand to flight. God is just as willing now as anciently to work through human efforts, and to accomplish great things through weak instrumentalities. We shall not gain the victory through numbers, but through full surrender of the soul to Jesus. We are to go forward in his strength, trusting in the mighty God of Israel. 

“In the time of trial just before us, God’s pledge of security will be placed upon those that have kept the word of his patience. If you have complied with the conditions of God’s word, Christ will be to you a refuge from the storm. He will say to his faithful ones, ‘Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about thee; hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until the indignation be overpast’. ‘The Lion of Judah’, whose wrath will be so terrible to the rejecters of his grace, will be the Lamb of God to the obedient and faithful. The pillar of cloud will speak terror and wrath to the transgressor of God’s law, but light and mercy and deliverance to those who have kept his commandments. The Arm strong to smite the rebellious, will be strong to deliver the loyal. Every faithful one will surely be gathered. ‘He shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.  

“Brethren you to whom the truths of God’s word have been opened, what part will you act in this momentous time of the closing scenes of earth’s history? Are you awake to these solemn realities? Do you realize the grand work of preparation that is going on in heaven and earth? Let all who have received the light, who have had the opportunity of reading and hearing the prophecy, take heed to keep those things that are written therein; ‘for the time is at hand.’ Let none now venture to tamper with sin, or remain in a state of lethargy and stupid indifference. Let not the destiny of your soul hang upon an uncertainty. Know for yourselves that you are fully on the Lord’s side. Let the inquiry go forth form sincere hearts and trembling lips, Who shall be able to stand? Have you, in the precious hours of probation mercifully granted you, been putting the very best material into you character-building? Have you been purifying your souls from every stain? Have you followed the light? Have your works corresponded with your profession of faith? 

“It is possible to be a formal, partial believer, and yet be found wanting, and lose eternal life. It is possible to practice some of the Bible injunctions, and be regarded as a Christian, and yet perish because you are lacking in essential qualifications that constitute Christian character. The destroying angels have the commission from the Lord, ‘Begin at my sanctuary .’ And ‘they began at the ancient men which were before the house. ‘If the warnings which God has given are neglected or regarded with indifference, if you suffer sin to be cherished, you are sealing your soul’s destiny; you will be weighed in the balances and found wanting. Grace, peace, and pardon will be withdrawn forever; Jesus will have passed by, never again to come within the reach of your prayers and entreaties, While mercy still lingers, while Jesus is making intercession for us, let us make thorough work for eternity.” Review and Herald, January 11, 1887. 
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