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MY PEOPLE KNOW NOT THE JUDGMENT OF THE LORD  
“The old standard bearers knew what it was to wrestle with God in prayer, and to 

enjoy the outpouring of His Spirit. But these are passing off from the stage of action; and who 
are coming up to fill their places? How is it with the rising generation? Are they converted to God? 
Are we awake to the work that is going on in the heavenly sanctuary, or are we waiting for 
some compelling power to come upon the church before we shall arouse? Are we hoping to see 
the whole church revived? That time will never come.” Selected Messages, book 1, 121, 122. 

 
At that time, saith the Lord, they shall bring out the bones of the kings of Judah, and the 

bones of his princes, and the bones of the priests, and the bones of the prophets, and the bones of 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, out of their graves: And they shall spread them before the sun, and 
the moon, and all the host of heaven, whom they have loved, and whom they have served, and 
after whom they have walked, and whom they have sought, and whom they have worshipped: they 
shall not be gathered, nor be buried; they shall be for dung upon the face of the earth. And death 
shall be chosen rather than life by all the residue of them that remain of this evil family, which 
remain in all the places whither I have driven them, saith the Lord of hosts. 

Moreover thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the Lord; Shall they fall, and not arise? 
shall he turn away, and not return? Why then is this people of Jerusalem slidden back by a 
perpetual backsliding? they hold fast deceit, they refuse to return. I hearkened and heard, but they 
spake not aright: no man repented him of his wickedness, saying, What have I done? every one 
turned to his course, as the horse rusheth into the battle. Yea, the stork in the heaven knoweth her 
appointed times; and the turtle and the crane and the swallow observe the time of their coming; 
but my people know not the judgment of the Lord. How do ye say, We are wise, and the law 
of the Lord is with us? Lo, certainly in vain made he it; the pen of the scribes is in vain. Jeremiah 
8:1–8. 

 
Behold, the days come, saith the Lord God, that I will send a famine in the land, not a 

famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the Lord: And they shall wander 
from sea to sea, and from the north even to the east, they shall run to and fro to seek the word 
of the Lord, and shall not find it. In that day shall the fair virgins and young men faint for thirst. 
They that swear by the sin of Samaria, and say, Thy god, O Dan, liveth; and, The manner of 
Beersheba liveth; even they shall fall, and never rise up again. Amos 8:11–14. 

 
Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and seek in the 

broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be any that executeth judgment, that seeketh the 
truth; and I will pardon it. And though they say, The Lord liveth; surely they swear falsely. O Lord, 
are not thine eyes upon the truth? thou hast stricken them, but they have not grieved; thou hast 
consumed them, but they have refused to receive correction: they have made their faces harder 
than a rock; they have refused to return. Therefore I said, Surely these are poor; they are foolish: 
for they know not the way of the Lord, nor the judgment of their God.  Jeremiah 5:1–4. 
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Declare this in the house of Jacob, and publish it in Judah, saying, Hear now this, O 
foolish people, and without understanding; which have eyes, and see not; which have ears, and 
hear not: Fear ye not me? saith the Lordd: will ye not tremble at my presence, which have placed 
the sand for the bound of the sea by a perpetual decree, that it cannot pass it: and though the waves 
thereof toss themselves, yet can they not prevail; though they roar, yet can they not pass over 
it? But this people hath a revolting and a rebellious heart; they are revolted and gone. Neither say 
they in their heart, Let us now fear the Lord our God, that giveth rain, both the former and the 
latter, in his season: he reserveth unto us the appointed weeks of the harvest. Your iniquities have 
turned away these things, and your sins have withholden good things from you. For among my 
people are found wicked men: they lay wait, as he that setteth snares; they set a trap, they catch 
men. As a cage is full of birds, so are their houses full of deceit: therefore they are become great, 
and waxen rich. They are waxen fat, they shine: yea, they overpass the deeds of the wicked: they 
judge not the cause, the cause of the fatherless, yet they prosper; and the right of the needy do they 
not judge. Shall I not visit for these things? saith the Lord: shall not my soul be avenged on such 
a nation as this? A wonderful and horrible thing is committed in the land; The prophets prophesy 
falsely, and the priests bear rule by their means; and my people love to have it so: and what will 
ye do in the end thereof? Jeremiah 5:20–31. 

 
“As the message of Christ’s first advent announced the kingdom of His grace, so the 

message of His second advent announces the kingdom of His glory. And the second message, 
like the first, is based on the prophecies. The words of the angel to Daniel relating to the last days 
were to be understood in the time of the end. At that time, ‘many shall run to and fro, and 
knowledge shall be increased.’ ‘The wicked shall do wickedly: and none of the wicked shall 
understand; but the wise shall understand.’ Daniel 12:4, 10. The Saviour Himself has given signs 
of His coming, and He says, ‘When ye see these things come to pass, know ye that the kingdom 
of God is nigh at hand.’ ‘And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged 
with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares.’ 
‘Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things 
that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man.’ Luke 21:31, 34, 36. 

“We have reached the period foretold in these scriptures. The time of the end is come, the 
visions of the prophets are unsealed, and their solemn warnings point us to our Lord’s coming in 
glory as near at hand. 

“The Jews misinterpreted and misapplied the word of God, and they knew not the time 
of their visitation. The years of the ministry of Christ and His apostles,—the precious last years 
of grace to the chosen people,—they spent in plotting the destruction of the Lord’s messengers. 
Earthly ambitions absorbed them, and the offer of the spiritual kingdom came to them in vain. So 
today the kingdom of this world absorbs men’s thoughts, and they take no note of the rapidly 
fulfilling prophecies and the tokens of the swift-coming kingdom of God. 

“‘But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief. Ye are 
all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness.’ While 
we are not to know the hour of our Lord’s return, we may know when it is near. ‘Therefore let us 
not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober.’ 1 Thessalonians 5:4–6.” The Desire of Ages, 
234, 235. 
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“The Amorites were inhabitants of Canaan, and the Lord had promised the land of Canaan 
to the Israelites; but a long interval must pass before His people should possess the land. He stated 
the reason why this interval must pass. He told them that the iniquity of the Amorites was not yet 
full, and their expulsion and extermination could not be justified until they had filled up the cup 
of their iniquity. Idolatry and sin marked their course, but the measure of their guilt was not such 
that they could be devoted to destruction. In His love and pity God would let light shine upon them 
in more distinct rays; He would give them opportunity to behold the working of His wondrous 
power, that there might be no excuse for their course of evil. It is thus that God deals with the 
nations. Through a certain period of probation He exercises long-suffering toward nations, 
cities, and individuals. But when it is evident that they will not come unto Him that they 
might have life, judgments are visited upon them. The time came when judgment was inflicted 
upon the Amorites, and the time will come when all the transgressors of His law will know that 
God will by no means clear the guilty.” Review and Herald, May 2, 1893. 

 
“The Jews rejected light and truth, and the Son of God who died to save the worst sinners, 

who had said, ‘Him that cometh unto me I will in no wise cast out,’ declared that the blood of all 
the prophets which had been shed from the foundation of the world should be required of the 
Jewish nation. Great light had been given the Jews, but they would not heed it. To substantiate 
truth, evidence had been piled upon evidence; but as a nation, they rejected the counsel of God 
against themselves. When the judgment of God did fall upon the Jews, it was an evidence that they 
were finally impenitent, and set stubbornly against light and truth, against the messages and 
warnings of God. They pursued a course similar to that of their fathers, and had filled up the 
measure of their iniquity. They had worn out the divine patience by their repeated sins, and so 
great was their influence for evil upon the human family, that God made an example of them before 
the world. 

“Let us consider solemnly the dealings of God with nations and individuals, that we may 
avoid taking a course that will ruin us through transgression of the law of God. Let us treasure up 
every blessing, every heaven-sent ray of light, in warnings, in reproofs, in tokens of mercy given 
unto us. Let us not be among those who lightly regard God’s forbearance. The figures of their 
iniquity are traced with unerring accuracy in the records of heaven, and are rapidly accumulating 
to the full measure of their guilt. God is still sending his precious messages of truth; he is still 
revealing precious gems of truth that have been hidden beneath the rubbish of error. He is still 
making plain his overtures of mercy, his willingness to pardon transgression and sin. He is still 
offering the wedding garment woven in the loom of heaven, even the righteousness of Christ, that 
men may be clothed, and prepared to enter the marriage supper of the Lamb.” Review and Herald, 
May 2, 1893. 
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“There are lessons to be learned from the history of the past; and attention is called 
to these, that all may understand that God works on the same lines now that He ever has 
done. His hand is seen in His work and among the nations now, just the same as it has been ever 
since the gospel was first proclaimed to Adam in Eden. 

“There are periods which are turning points in the history of nations and of the church. 
In the providence of God, when these different crises arrive, the light for that time is given. If 
it is received, there is spiritual progress; if it is rejected, spiritual declension and shipwreck follow. 
The Lord in His word has opened up the aggressive work of the gospel as it has been carried 
on in the past, and will be in the future, even to the closing conflict, when Satanic agencies 
will make their last wonderful movement.” Bible Echo, August 26, 1895. 
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