
55AD— 
It is not expedient for me doubtless to glory. I will come to visions and revelations of the 

Lord. I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, I cannot tell; or 
whether out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one caught up to the third heaven. 
And I knew such a man, (whether in the body, or out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) 
How that he was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawful 
for a man to utter. 2 Corinthians 12:1–4. 

 
“It is a universal principle that whenever one refuses to use his God-given powers, these 

powers decay and perish. Truth that is not lived, that is not imparted, loses its life-giving power, 
its healing virtue. Hence the apostle’s fear that he might fail of presenting every man perfect in 
Christ. Paul’s hope of heaven grew dim when he contemplated any failure on his part that would 
result in giving the church the mold of the human instead of the divine. His knowledge, his 
eloquence, his miracles, his view of eternal scenes when caught up to the third heaven—all 
would be unavailing if through unfaithfulness in his work those for whom he labored should fail 
of the grace of God. And so, by word of mouth and by letter, he pleaded with those who had 
accepted Christ, to pursue a course that would enable them to be ‘blameless and harmless, the sons 
of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, ... as lights in the world, 
holding forth the word of life.’ Philippians 2:15, 16.” Acts of the Apostles, 206. 

 
“In the visions given to Isaiah, to Ezekiel, and to John we see how closely heaven is 

connected with the events taking place upon the earth and how great is the care of God for those 
who are loyal to Him.” Testimonies, volume 5, 753. 

 
“Each of the ancient prophets spoke less for their own time than for ours, so that their 

prophesying is in force for us. ‘Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they 
are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come.’ 1 Corinthians 10:11. 
‘Not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, which are now reported unto you 
by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; 
which things the angels desire to look into.’ 1 Peter 1:12. . . .  

“The Bible has accumulated and bound up together its treasures for this last generation. All 
the great events and solemn transactions of Old Testament history have been, and are, repeating 
themselves in the church in these last days.” Selected Messages, book 3, 338, 339. 

 
“Humility is inseparable from holiness of heart. The nearer the soul comes to God, the 

more completely is it humbled and subdued. When Job heard the voice of the Lord out of the 
whirlwind, he exclaimed, ‘I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes.’ It was when Isaiah saw 
the glory of the Lord, and heard the cherubim crying, ‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts,’ 
that he cried out, ‘Woe is me, for I am undone!’ Daniel, when visited by the holy messenger, says, 
‘My comeliness was turned in me to corruption.’ Paul, after he had been caught up into the third 
Heaven, and heard things that it was not lawful for a man to utter, spoke of himself as ‘less than 
the least of all saints.’ It was the beloved John, that leaned on Jesus’s breast, and beheld his glory, 
who fell before the angels as one dead. The more closely and continuously we behold our Savior 
the less we shall see to approve in ourselves.” Signs of the Times, April 7, 1887. 

 



“As they [the angels] see the future, when the whole earth shall be filled with His glory, 
the triumphant song of praise is echoed from one to another in melodious chant, ‘Holy, holy, holy, 
is the Lord of Hosts.’ They are fully satisfied to glorify God; and in His presence, beneath His 
smile of approbation, they wish for nothing more. In bearing His image, in doing His service and 
worshiping Him, their highest ambition is fully reached.” Review and Herald, December 22, 1896. 

 
“The angel who unites in the proclamation of the third angel’s message is to lighten the 

whole earth with his glory. A work of world-wide extent and unwonted power is here foretold. 
The advent movement of 1840–44 was a glorious manifestation of the power of God; the first 
angel’s message was carried to every missionary station in the world, and in some countries there 
was the greatest religious interest which has been witnessed in any land since the Reformation of 
the sixteenth century; but these are to be exceeded by the mighty movement under the last warning 
of the third angel. 

“The work will be similar to that of the Day of Pentecost. As the ‘former rain’ was given, 
in the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at the opening of the gospel, to cause the upspringing of the 
precious seed, so the ‘latter rain’ will be given at its close for the ripening of the harvest.” The 
Great Controversy, 611. 

 
“We must not wait for the latter rain. It is coming upon all who will recognize and 

appropriate the dew and showers of grace that fall upon us. When we gather up the fragments of 
light, when we appreciate the sure mercies of God, who loves to have us trust Him, then every 
promise will be fulfilled. [Isaiah 61:11 quoted.] The whole earth is to be filled with the glory of 
God.” The Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, volume 7, 984. 

 
For as the earth bringeth forth her bud, and as the garden causeth the things that are sown 

in it to spring forth; so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring forth before all 
the nations. Isaiah 61:11. 

 
RECOGNIZE: 1. To recollect or recover the knowledge of, either with an avowal of that 
knowledge or not. We recognize a person at a distance, when we recollect that we have seen him 
before, or that we have formerly known him. We recognize his features or his voice. Webster’s 
1828 Dictionary. 
 

“Unless those who can help in—are aroused to a sense of their duty, they will not 
recognize the work of God when the loud cry of the third angel shall be heard. When light 
goes forth to lighten the earth, instead of coming up to the help of the Lord, they will want to bind 
about His work to meet their narrow ideas. Let me tell you that the Lord will work in this last work 
in a manner very much out of the common order of things, and in a way that will be contrary to 
any human planning. There will be those among us who will always want to control the work of 
God, to dictate even what movements shall be made when the work goes forward under the 
direction of the angel who joins the third angel in the message to be given to the world. God will 
use ways and means by which it will be seen that He is taking the reins in His own hands. The 
workers will be surprised by the simple means that He will use to bring about and perfect His work 
of righteousness.” Testimonies to Minsters, 300. 

 
100AD— 



And I saw another mighty angel come down from heaven, clothed with a cloud: and a 
rainbow was upon his head, and his face was as it were the sun, and his feet as pillars of fire: And 
he had in his hand a little book open: and he set his right foot upon the sea, and his left foot on the 
earth, And cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roareth: and when he had cried, seven thunders 
uttered their voices. And when the seven thunders had uttered their voices, I was about to write: 
and I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Seal up those things which the seven thunders 
uttered, and write them not. And the angel which I saw stand upon the sea and upon the earth lifted 
up his hand to heaven, And sware by him that liveth for ever and ever, who created heaven, and 
the things that therein are, and the earth, and the things that therein are, and the sea, and the things 
which are therein, that there should be time no longer: But in the days of the voice of the seventh 
angel, when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God should be finished, as he hath declared to 
his servants the prophets. And the voice which I heard from heaven spake unto me again, and said, 
Go and take the little book which is open in the hand of the angel which standeth upon the sea and 
upon the earth. And I went unto the angel, and said unto him, Give me the little book. And he said 
unto me, Take it, and eat it up; and it shall make thy belly bitter, but it shall be in thy mouth sweet 
as honey. And I took the little book out of the angel's hand, and ate it up; and it was in my mouth 
sweet as honey: and as soon as I had eaten it, my belly was bitter. And he said unto me, Thou must 
prophesy again before many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings. Revelation 10:1–11. 

 
“The special light given to John which was expressed in the seven thunders was a 

delineation of events which would transpire under the first and second angels’ messages.” 
“After these seven thunders uttered their voices, the injunction comes to John as to 

Daniel in regard to the little book: ‘Seal up those things which the seven thunders uttered.’ 
These relate to future events which will be disclosed in their order.” The Seventh-day 
Adventist Bible Commentary, volume 7, 971. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


