A COUNTERFEIT

“Notwithstanding the widespread declension of faith and piety, there are true followers of
Christ in these churches. Before the final visitation of God’s judgments upon the earth there will
be among the people of the Lord such a revival of primitive godliness as has not been witnessed
since apostolic times. The Spirit and power of God will be poured out upon His children. At
that time many will separate themselves from those churches in which the love of this world has
supplanted love for God and His word. Many, both of ministers and people, will gladly accept
those great truths which God has caused to be proclaimed at this time to prepare a people for the
Lord’s second coming. The enemy of souls desires to hinder this work; and before the time for
such a movement shall come, he will endeavor to prevent it by introducing a counterfeit. In
those churches which he can bring under his deceptive power he will make it appear that God’s
special blessing is poured out; there will be manifest what is thought to be great religious interest.
Multitudes will exult that God is working marvelously for them, when the work is that of another
spirit. Under a religious guise, Satan will seek to extend his influence over the Christian world.”
The Great Controversy, 464.

“Fearful sights of a supernatural character will soon be revealed in the heavens, in
token of the power of miracle-working demons. The spirits of devils will go forth to the kings
of the earth and to the whole world, to fasten them in deception, and urge them on to unite with
Satan in his last struggle against the government of heaven. By these agencies, rulers and
subjects will be alike deceived. Persons will arise pretending to be Christ Himself, and claiming
the title and worship which belong to the world’s Redeemer. They will perform wonderful miracles
of healing and will profess to have revelations from heaven contradicting the testimony of the
Scriptures.

“As the crowning act in the great drama of deception, Satan himself will personate
Christ. The church has long professed to look to the Saviour’s advent as the consummation of her
hopes. Now the great deceiver will make it appear that Christ has come. In different parts of
the earth, Satan will manifest himself among men as a majestic being of dazzling brightness,
resembling the description of the Son of God given by John in the Revelation. Revelation 1:13-15.
The glory that surrounds him is unsurpassed by anything that mortal eyes have yet beheld. The
shout of triumph rings out upon the air: ‘Christ has come! Christ has come!” The people prostrate
themselves in adoration before him, while he lifts up his hands and pronounces a blessing upon
them, as Christ blessed His disciples when He was upon the earth. His voice is soft and subdued,
yet full of melody. In gentle, compassionate tones he presents some of the same gracious, heavenly
truths which the Saviour uttered; he heals the diseases of the people, and then, in his assumed
character of Christ, he claims to have changed the Sabbath to Sunday, and commands all to hallow
the day which he has blessed. He declares that those who persist in keeping holy the seventh day
are blaspheming his name by refusing to listen to his angels sent to them with light and truth. This
is the strong, almost overmastering delusion. Like the Samaritans who were deceived by Simon
Magus, the multitudes, from the least to the greatest, give heed to these sorceries, saying: This is
‘the great power of God.” Acts 8:10.” The Great Controversy, 624.



THEN

“By the decree enforcing the institution of the Papacy in violation of the law of God, our
nation will disconnect herself fully from righteousness. When Protestantism shall stretch her
hand across the gulf to grasp the hand of the Roman power, when she shall reach over the abyss
to clasp hands with Spiritualism, when, under the influence of this threefold union, our country
shall repudiate every principle of its Constitution as a Protestant and republican government, and
shall make provision for the propagation of papal falsehoods and delusions, then we may know
that the time has come for the marvelous working of Satan and that the end is near.”
Testimonies, volume 5, 451.

“The time is coming when Satan will work miracles right in your sight, claiming that
he is Christ; and if your feet are not firmly established upon the truth of God, then you will be led
away from your foundation. The only safety for you is to search for truth as for hid treasures. Dig
for the truth as you would for treasures in the earth, and present the word of God, the Bible, before
your Heavenly Father and say, Enlighten me; teach me what is truth. . . . You should store the
mind with the word of God; for you may be separated, and placed where you will not have the
privilege of meeting with the children of God.” The Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary,
volume 7, 911.

THE GLORIOUS LAND

“The unrivaled mercies and blessings of God have been showered upon our nation, it has
been a land of liberty, and the glory of the whole earth. But instead of returning gratitude to God,
instead of honoring God and his law, the professed Christians of America have become leavened
with pride, covetousness, and self-sufficiency. The love of money, which is the root of all evil, has
had a large place in their hearts. Many whose names are upon the church records have oppressed
the poor, and grasped every possible advantage over those who were under them. They have lived
to gratify appetite, to make extravagant display; and pride is fast making a Sodom of our world.
But God is keeping his reckoning. The treatment of the poor, the robbery of the widow and the
fatherless by those who are lifted up against the weak and helpless, is all written in the book of
heaven. The cries of those who are oppressed have reached the ears of him who judgeth
righteously.

“The time has come when judgment is fallen in the streets, and equity cannot enter, and
he that departeth from evil maketh himself a prey. But the Lord’s arm is not shortened that it cannot
save, and his ear is not heavy that it cannot hear. The people of the United States have been a
favored people; but when they restrict religious liberty, surrender Protestantism, and give
countenance to popery, the measure of their guilt will be full, and ‘national apostasy’ will be
registered in the books of heaven. The result of this apostasy will be national ruin.

“The voices of those under the altar who have been slain for the word of God and the
testimony of Jesus, are still saying, ‘It is time for thee, O Lord, to work: for they have made void
thy law.”” Review and Herald, May 2, 1893.



“A time is coming when the law of God is, in a special sense, to be made void in our land.
The rulers of our nation will, by legislative enactments, enforce the Sunday law, and thus God’s
people be brought into great peril. When our nation, in its legislative councils, shall enact laws to
bind the consciences of men in regard to their religious privileges, enforcing Sunday observance,
and bringing oppressive power to bear against those who keep the seventh-day Sabbath, the law
of God will, to all intents and purposes, be made void in our land; and national apostasy will be
followed by national ruin. We see that those who are now keeping the commandments of God need
to bestir themselves, that they may obtain the special help which God alone can give them. They
should work more earnestly to delay as long as possible the threatened calamity. If, in our land of
boasted freedom, a Protestant government should sacrifice every principle which enters into its
Constitution, and propagate papal falsehood and delusion, well may we plead, ‘It is time for thee,
Lord, to work, for they have made void thy law.” Some may think that because it has been
revealed in prophecy that our nation shall restrict the consciences of men, it must surely come; and
that if we make an effort to preserve our liberty, we shall be acting the part of unfaithful servants,
and thus come under the condemnation of God.” Review and Herald, December 18, 1888.

“When the fifth seal was opened, John the Revelator in vision saw beneath the altar the
company that were slain for the Word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ. After this came
the scenes described in the eighteenth of Revelation, when those who are faithful and true are
called out from Babylon. [Revelation 18:1-5, quoted.]” Manuscript Releases, volume 20, 14.

And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that were
slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held: And they cried with a loud voice,
saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that
dwell on the earth? And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them,
that they should rest yet for a little season, until their fellowservants also and their brethren, that
should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled. Revelation 6:9-11.

“And here was a favorable opportunity to humble the pride of the Jews and bring upon
them a calamity which should discourage them in their ambition to have a separate government,
and become the glory of the whole earth, as they had proudly boasted. Herod issued a
proclamation to a large body of solders, whose hearts were hardened by crime, war, and bloodshed,
to go throughout Bethlehem and all the coasts thereof and massacre all the children from two years
old and under. Herod designed in this cruel act to accomplish a double purpose: first, to exercise,
by his bold act, his power and authority over the Jews; and, second, to silence their proud boastings
in regard to their king, and also make his own kingdom secure, by murdering the infant Prince
whom he envied and feared. This cruel work was accomplished. The sword of unfeeling soldiers
carried destruction everywhere. The horror and distress of parents were beyond description. The
wailing cries of bereaved mothers, as they clasped their expiring infants to their breasts, rose above
the coarse jests and imprecations of the soldiers, while they cried to Heaven for vengeance on the
tyrant king.



“All this terrible calamity was suffered of God, to humble the pride of the Jewish nation.
Their crimes and wickedness had been so great that the Lord permitted the wicked Herod
to thus punish them. Had they been less boastful and ambitious, their lives pure, their habits
simple and sincere, God would have preserved them from being thus humiliated and afflicted by
their enemies. God would, in a signal manner, have made the wrath of the king harmless to his
people, had they been faithful and perfect before him. But he could not especially work for them,
for their works were abhorred by him.

“The Jews had excited the envy and hatred of Herod against Christ, through their false
interpretation of the prophets. They taught that Christ was to reign over an earthly empire,
in unsurpassed glory. Their proud boasting presented the Saviour of the world, and his mission
to the earth, altogether in a false light. Their lofty ideas and their proud boasting did not result as
Satan had at first purposed they should, in the destruction of the infant Saviour, but rebounded
back upon themselves, filling their homes with mourning. Jeremiah, in prophetic vision, says: ‘In
Rama was there a voice heard, lamentation and weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping for
her children, and would not be comforted, because they are not.” But Herod did not long survive
his cruel work. He died a fearful death. He was compelled to yield to a power he could not turn
aside or overcome.” Review and Herald, December 24, 1872.

King Herod the Great, was neither fully Jewish nor Roman by ethnicity. He was born
around 73 BCE to an Idumean (Edomite) father, Antipater, and a Nabatean mother, Cypros. His
father’s lineage was Idumean, a group that had been forcibly converted to Judaism by the
Hasmonean king John Hyrcanus in the 2nd century BCE, thus making Herod Jewish by religion
but not by pure ethnic descent. However, he was not Roman by origin but was appointed by the
Roman Senate as “King of the Jews,” which indicates a political allegiance to Rome rather than
an ethnic or cultural Roman identity.

Herod’s reign was characterized by his efforts to blend and balance Jewish customs with
Roman influence, aiming to please both his Jewish subjects and his Roman superiors. He married
into the Hasmonean family to solidify his claim to the Jewish throne, and he undertook significant
building projects like the expansion of the Second Temple in Jerusalem, which were intended to
appease the Jewish population.

The Idumean lineage is descended from Esau. Esau, also known as Edom, was the
progenitor of the Edomites. Over time, the Edomites migrated into the region south of Judea, which
became known as Idumea (Greek for Edom). The Idumeans were forcibly converted to Judaism
by the Hasmonean ruler John Hyrcanus in the late 2nd century BCE, which integrated them into
the Jewish community, but their lineage can be traced back to Esau.



“Esau had lightly valued the blessing while it seemed within his reach, but he desired to
possess it now that it was gone from him forever. All the strength of his impulsive, passionate
nature was aroused, and his grief and rage were terrible. He cried with an exceeding bitter cry,
‘Bless me, even me also, O my father!” ‘Hast thou not reserved a blessing for me?’ But the promise
given was not to be recalled. The birthright which he had so carelessly bartered he could not now
regain. ‘For one morsel of meat,” for a momentary gratification of appetite that had never been
restrained, Esau sold his inheritance; but when he saw his folly, it was too late to recover the
blessing. ‘He found no place of repentance, though he sought it carefully with tears.” Hebrews
12:16, 17. Esau was not shut out from the privilege of seeking God’s favor by repentance, but he
could find no means of recovering the birthright. His grief did not spring from conviction of sin;
he did not desire to be reconciled to God. He sorrowed because of the results of his sin, but not
for the sin itself.” Patriarchs and Prophets, 181.

DOGE

“There are not many, even among educators and statesmen, who comprehend the causes
that underlie the present state of society. Those who hold the reins of government are not able to
solve the problem of moral corruption, poverty, pauperism, and increasing crime. They are
struggling in vain to place business operations on a more secure basis. If men would give more
heed to the teaching of God’s word, they would find a solution of the problems that perplex them.

“The Scriptures describe the condition of the world just before Christ’s second coming. Of
the men who by robbery and extortion are amassing great riches, it is written: ‘Ye have heaped
treasure together for the last days. Behold, the hire of the laborers who have reaped down your
fields, which is of you kept back by fraud, crieth: and the cries of them which have reaped are
entered into the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth. Ye have lived in pleasure on the earth, and been
wanton; ye have nourished your hearts, as in a day of slaughter. Ye have condemned and killed
the just; and he doth not resist you.” James 5:3-6.

“But who reads the warnings given by the fast-fulfilling signs of the times? What
impression is made upon worldlings? What change is seen in their attitude? No more than was
seen in the attitude of the inhabitants of the Noachian world. Absorbed in worldly business and
pleasure, the antediluvians ‘knew not until the Flood came, and took them all away.” Matthew
24:39. They had heaven-sent warnings, but they refused to listen. And today the world, utterly
regardless of the warning voice of God, is hurrying on to eternal ruin.

“The world is stirred with the spirit of war. The prophecy of the eleventh chapter of
Daniel has nearly reached its complete fulfillment. Soon the scenes of trouble spoken of in the
prophecies will take place.” Testimonies, volume 5, 13, 14.
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