
Let everyone examine himself to see whether he be in the faith. Let the people of God 
repent and be converted, that their sins may be blotted out when the times of refreshing shall come 
from the presence of the Lord. Let them ascertain wherein they have failed to walk in the way that 
God has marked out, wherein they have failed to purify their souls by taking heed to His counsels. 
{8T 103.1}  

 
We profess a great and holy faith; and our character must be in accordance with that faith, 

with God’s great moral standard. Let us shun every mean action, all dishonesty, all overreaching; 
and if any one is guilty of wrong in this respect, let him confess his sin, and make restitution to the 
one whom he has wronged, and in addition bring a trespass offering to God, that when the times 
of refreshing shall come, his sins may be blotted out, and his name retained in the book of life.       
{GW92 432.1} 

 
A solemn responsibility rests upon those who know the truth, that all their works shall 

correspond with their faith, and that their lives shall be refined and sanctified, and they be prepared 
for the work that must rapidly be done in these closing days of the message. They have no time or 
strength to spend in the indulgence of appetite. The words should come to us now with impelling 
earnestness: “Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the 
times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord.” Acts 3:19. There are many among 
us who are deficient in spirituality and who, unless they are wholly converted, will certainly be 
lost. Can you afford to run the risk? {9T 154.3}  

 
Pride and weakness of faith are depriving many of the rich blessings of God. There are 

many who, unless they humble their hearts before the Lord, will be surprised and disappointed 
when the cry is heard: “Behold, the Bridegroom cometh.” Matthew 25:6. They have the theory of 
the truth, but they have no oil in their vessels with their lamps. Our faith at this time must not stop 
with an assent to, or belief in, the theory of the third angel’s message. We must have the oil of the 
grace of Christ that will feed the lamp and cause the light of life to shine forth, showing the way 
to those who are in darkness. {9T 155.1} 

 
The work of the investigative judgment and the blotting out of sins is to be accomplished 

before the second advent of the Lord. Since the dead are to be judged out of the things written in 
the books, it is impossible that the sins of men should be blotted out until after the judgment at 
which their cases are to be investigated. But the apostle Peter distinctly states that the sins of 
believers will be blotted out “when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the 
Lord; and He shall send Jesus Christ.” Acts 3:19, 20. When the investigative judgment closes, 
Christ will come, and His reward will be with Him to give to every man as his work shall be. {GC 
485.2} 

 
When the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord, then the sins of the 

repentant soul who has received the grace of Christ and has overcome through the blood of the 
Lamb, will be removed from the records of heaven, and will be placed upon Satan, the scapegoat, 
the originator of sin, and be remembered no more against him forever.... When the conflict of life 
is ended, when the armor is laid off at the feet of Jesus, when the saints of God are glorified, then 
and then only will it be safe to claim that we are saved, and sinless. —The Signs of the Times, 
May 16, 1895. {3SM 355.5} 



The time is short. How will our cases appear in the Judgment? What is now our standing 
before God? Are we closely examining our own hearts? Are we by repentance and confession 
sending our sins beforehand to Judgment, that they may be blotted out when the times of refreshing 
shall come? This is an individual work, —a work which we cannot safely delay. We should take 
hold of it earnestly; our salvation depends upon our sincerity and zeal. Let the cry be awakened in 
every heart, “What must I do to be saved?” {RH August 28, 1883, par. 20} 

 
Let us not be in the position of those for whom the Saviour has died in vain. In Christ there 

is sufficient grace to overcome all our evil traits of character, and strength is found alone in him. 
He bears long with us. If he had been like many, he would have sharply rebuked Judas for his 
covetousness; but what divine patience he manifested toward this erring man, even while he gave 
him evidence that he read his heart as an open book. He presented before him the highest incentives 
for right-doing, and if Judas rejected the light of heaven, he would be found guilty and without 
excuse. {RH March 17, 1891, par. 7} 

 
Those who profess to be the followers of Christ are in danger of taking a course similar to 

that of Judas. If they do not hourly make Christ their strength, and through his grace become 
overcomers, their unlikeness to Christ is strengthening; their evil habits are confirming. Those who 
are spiritually proud, selfish, and stubborn, may now make diligent work in repentance, and their 
sins may be blotted out when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord. 
The precious light shining upon us, shone upon the disciples; for it came through them to us, and 
it is of the same value today as In the early days of Christianity. Christ did not compel Judas to 
receive the light; neither will he compel us to receive it. The Lord sends his servants to open the 
treasures of truth to the understanding of all who will accept evidence; but if men choose to cherish 
their own notions, and resist the truth, refusing to be sanctified through it, their hearts will become 
hard and unimpressible. {RH March 17, 1891, par. 8} 

 
I have no specific time of which to speak when the outpouring of the Holy Spirit will take 

place, —when the mighty angel will come down from heaven, and unite with the third angel in 
closing up the work for this world; my message is that our only safety is in being ready for the 
heavenly refreshing, having our lamps trimmed and burning. Christ has told us to watch; “for in 
such an hour as ye think not, the Son of man cometh.” “Watch and pray” is the charge that is given 
us by our Redeemer. Day by day we are to seek the enlightenment of the Spirit of God, that it may 
do its office work upon the soul and character. O, how much time has been wasted through giving 
attention to trifling things. Repent and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out when the 
times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord. {RH March 29, 1892, par. 5} 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
THESE NOTES ARE TAKEN FROM THE HABAKKUK’S TWO TABLES SERIES NOTES 

 
1840–1844 

“The angel who unites in the proclamation of the third angel’s message is to lighten 
the whole earth with his glory. A work of world-wide extent and unwonted power is here 
foretold. The advent movement of 1840–44 was a glorious manifestation of the power of God; 
the first angel’s message was carried to every missionary station in the world, and in some 
countries there was the greatest religious interest which has been witnessed in any land since the 
Reformation of the sixteenth century; but these are to be exceeded by the mighty movement under 
the last warning of the third angel. 

“The work will be similar to that of the Day of Pentecost. As the ‘former rain’ was 
given, in the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at the opening of the gospel, to cause the upspringing 
of the precious seed, so the ‘latter rain’ will be given at its close for the ripening of the harvest. 
‘Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the Lord: His going forth is prepared as the morning; 
and He shall come unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the earth.’ Hosea 6:3. ‘Be 
glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the Lord your God: for He hath given you the former 
rain moderately, and He will cause to come down for you the rain, the former rain, and the latter 
rain.’ Joel 2:23. ‘In the last days, saith God, I will pour out of My Spirit upon all flesh.’ ‘And it 
shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ Acts 2:17, 
21. 

“The great work of the gospel is not to close with less manifestation of the power of God 
than marked its opening. The prophecies which were fulfilled in the outpouring of the former rain 
at the opening of the gospel are again to be fulfilled in the latter rain at its close. Here are ‘the 
times of refreshing’ to which the apostle Peter looked forward when he said: ‘Repent ye therefore, 
and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from 
the presence of the Lord; and He shall send Jesus.’ Acts 3:19, 20.” The Great Controversy, 611. 

 
 
“The law of God and the Spirit of Prophecy go hand in hand to guide and counsel the 

church, and whenever the church has recognized this by obeying His law, the spirit of prophecy 
has been sent to guide her in the way of truth. 

 
“We must not wait for the latter rain. It is coming upon all who will recognize and 

appropriate the dew and showers of grace that fall upon us. When we gather up the fragments of 
light, when we appreciate the sure mercies of God, who loves to have us trust Him, then every 
promise will be fulfilled. [Isaiah 61:11 quoted.] The whole earth is to be filled with the glory of 
God.” The Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, volume 7, 984. 

 
RECOGNIZE: 1. To recollect or recover the knowledge of, either with an avowal of that 
knowledge or not. We recognize a person at a distance, when we recollect that we have seen him 
before, or that we have formerly known him. We recognize his features or his voice. Webster’s 
1828 Dictionary. 
 



 “Many have in a great measure failed to receive the former rain. They have not obtained 
all the benefits that God has thus provided for them. They expect that the lack will be supplied by 
the latter rain. When the richest abundance of grace shall be bestowed, they intend to open their 
hearts to receive it. They are making a terrible mistake. The work that God has begun in the human 
heart in giving His light and knowledge must be continually going forward. Every individual must 
realize his own necessity. The heart must be emptied of every defilement and cleansed for the 
indwelling of the Spirit. It was by the confession and forsaking of sin, by earnest prayer and 
consecration of themselves to God, that the early disciples prepared for the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit on the Day of Pentecost. The same work, only in greater degree, must be done now. Then 
the human agent had only to ask for the blessing, and wait for the Lord to perfect the work 
concerning him. It is God who began the work, and He will finish His work, making man complete 
in Jesus Christ. But there must be no neglect of the grace represented by the former rain. Only 
those who are living up to the light they have will receive greater light. Unless we are daily 
advancing in the exemplification of the active Christian virtues, we shall not recognize the 
manifestations of the Holy Spirit in the latter rain. It may be falling on hearts all around us, but we 
shall not discern or receive it.” Testimonies to Ministers, 506–507. 


