
ZOOM FEBRUARY 1 
“In history and prophecy the Word of God portrays the long continued conflict between 

truth and error. That conflict is yet in progress. Those things which have been, will be repeated.” 
Selected Messages, book 2, 109. 

 
“We have no time to lose. Troublous times are before us. The world is stirred with the spirit 

of war. Soon the scenes of trouble spoken of in the prophecies will take place. The prophecy in the 
eleventh of Daniel has nearly reached its complete fulfillment. Much of the history that has 
taken place in fulfillment of this prophecy will be repeated.” Manuscript Releases, number 13, 
394. 

 
And both these kings’ hearts shall be to do mischief, and they shall speak lies at one table; 

but it shall not prosper: for yet the end shall be at the time appointed. Then shall he return into 
his land with great riches; and his heart shall be against the holy covenant; and he shall do exploits, 
and return to his own land. At the time appointed he shall return, and come toward the south; 
but it shall not be as the former, or as the latter. For the ships of Chittim shall come against him: 
therefore he shall be grieved, and return, and have indignation against the holy covenant: so shall 
he do; he shall even return, and have intelligence with them that forsake the holy covenant. 
Daniel 11:27–30. 

 
“‘VERSE 29. At the time appointed he shall return, and come toward the south; but it shall 

not be as the former, or as the latter.’ 
“The time appointed is probably the prophetic time of verse 24, which has been previously 

mentioned. It closed, as already shown, in A.D.330, at which time this power was to return and 
come again toward the south, but not as on the former occasion, when it went to Egypt, nor 
as the latter, when it went to Judea. Those were expeditions which resulted in conquest and 
glory. This one led to demoralization and ruin. The removal of the seat of empire to 
Constantinople was the signal for the downfall of the empire. Rome then lost its prestige. The 
western division was exposed to the incursions of foreign enemies. On the death of Constantine, 
the Roman empire was divided into three parts, between his three sons, Constantius, Constantine 
II, and Constans. Constantine II and Constans quarreled, and Constans, being victor, gained the 
supremacy of the whole West. He was soon slain by one of his commanders, who, in turn, was 
shortly after defeated by the surviving emperor, and in despair ended his own days, A.D.353. The 
barbarians of the North now began their incursions, and extended their conquests till the imperial 
power of the West expired in A.D.476. 

“This was indeed different from the two former movements brought to view in the 
prophecy; and to this the fatal step of removing the seat of empire from Rome to Constantinople 
directly led. 

“‘VERSE 30. For the ships of Chittim shall come against him: therefore he shall be grieved, 
and return, and have indignation against the holy covenant: so shall he do; he shall even return, 
and have intelligence with them that forsake the holy covenant.’ 

“The prophetic narrative still has reference to the power which has been the subject of the 
prophecy from the sixteenth verse; namely, Rome. What were the ships of Chittim that came 
against this power, and when was this movement made? What country or power is meant by 
Chittim? Dr. A. Clarke, on Isa.23:1, has this note: ‘From the land of Chittim it is revealed to them. 
The news of the destruction of Tyre by Nebuchadnezzar is said to be brought to them from Chittim, 



the islands and coasts of the Mediterranean; for the Tyrians, says Jerome, on verse 6, when they 
saw they had no other means of escape, fled in their ships, and took refuge in Carthage, and in 
the islands of the Ionian and Aegean Seas. So also Jochri on the same place.’ Kitto gives the same 
locality to Chittim; namely, the coast and islands of the Mediterranean; and the mind is carried by 
the testimony of Jerome to a definite and celebrated city situated in that land; that is, Carthage. 

“Was ever a naval warfare with Carthage as a base of operations, waged against the Roman 
empire? We have but to think of the terrible onslaught of the Vandals upon Rome under the fierce 
Genseric, to answer readily in the affirmative. Sallying every spring from the port of Carthage at 
the head of his numerous and well-disciplined naval forces, he spread consternation through all 
the maritime provinces of the empire. That this is the work brought to view is further evident when 
we consider that we are brought down in the prophecy to this very time. In verse 29, the transfer 
of empire to Constantinople we understood to be mentioned. Following in due course of time, as 
the next remarkable revolution, came the irruptions of the barbarians of the North, 
prominent among which was the Vandal war already mentioned. The years A.D. 428–468 mark 
the career of Genseric. 

“‘He shall be grieved and return.’ This may have reference to the desperate efforts which 
were made to dispossess Genseric of the sovereignty of the seas, the first by Majorian, the second 
by Leo, both of which proved to be utter failures; and Rome was obliged to submit to the 
humiliation of seeing its provinces ravaged, and its ‘eternal city’ pillaged by the enemy. (See on 
Rev.8:8.) 

“‘Indignation against the covenant;’ that is, the Holy Scriptures, the book of the covenant. 
A revolution of this nature was accomplished in Rome. The Heruli, Goths, and Vandals, who 
conquered Rome, embraced the Arian faith, and became enemies of the Catholic Church. It 
was especially for the purpose of exterminating this heresy that Justinian decreed the pope to be 
the head of the church and the corrector of heretics. The Bible soon came to be regarded as a 
dangerous book that should not be read by the common people, but all questions in dispute were 
to be submitted to the pope. Thus was indignity heaped upon God’s word. And the emperors of 
Rome, the eastern division of which still continued, had intelligence, or connived with the 
Church of Rome, which had forsaken the covenant, and constituted the great apostasy, for the 
purpose of putting down ‘heresy.’ The man of sin was raised to his presumptuous throne by the 
defeat of the Arian Goths, who then held possession of Rome, in A.D.538.” Daniel and Revelation, 
279–281. 

 
“We have no time to lose. Troublous times are before us. The world is stirred with the spirit 

of war. Soon the scenes of trouble spoken of in the prophecies will take place. The prophecy in the 
eleventh of Daniel has nearly reached its complete fulfillment. Much of the history that has taken 
place in fulfillment of this prophecy will be repeated. 

“In the thirtieth verse a power is spoken of that ‘verses 30 through thirty-six quoted.’ 
“Scenes similar to those described in these words will take place.” Manuscript Releases, 

number 13, 394. 
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