
In all five instances where the candidate who won the popular vote lost the presidency, the 
losing candidate (who won the popular vote) was a Democrat: 

1824: Andrew Jackson (Democratic-Republican, precursor to the Democratic Party) 
John Quincy Adams - Democratic-Republican (supported by the National Republican 

faction, which later helped form the Whig Party) 
 
1876: Samuel J. Tilden (Democratic) 
Rutherford B. Hayes - Republican 
1888: Grover Cleveland (Democratic) 
Benjamin Harrison - Republican 
2000: Al Gore (Democratic) 
George W. Bush - Republican 
2016: Hillary Clinton (Democratic) 
Donald Trump - Republican 
 
And in each of these cases, the winner of the presidency was either from the Republican 

Party or, in the case of 1824, from the faction that would later coalesce into the National 
Republicans and then the Whig Party. 

The Whig Party, active from the early 1830s until the mid-1850s in the United States, had 
a platform that contrasted with that of the Democrats, especially the Jacksonian Democrats. The 
Whig Party was somewhat ideologically diverse, encompassing conservatives who were against 
Jackson's policies, moderates, and even some reformers. This diversity made the party’s platform 
broad but also sometimes led to internal conflicts, especially over issues like slavery, which 
ultimately contributed to the party’s dissolution. The Whig Party’s platform, therefore, was a blend 
of economic nationalism, support for internal improvements, and a belief in a more active role for 
government in promoting societal and economic advancement. However, their stance on slavery, 
which was inconsistent due to regional differences, eventually led to their downfall as the country 
moved towards the Civil War, with many former Whigs joining the newly formed Republican 
Party. 

 
Grover Cleveland was a unique figure in American presidential history for several reasons: 
Cleveland is the only U.S. President to have served two non-consecutive terms in office. 

He was both the 22nd and 24th President, serving from 1885 to 1889 and then from 1893 to 1897. 
Known for his reputation as an honest and straightforward politician, Cleveland was often referred 
to as “Grover the Good” due to his integrity and opposition to corruption. He fought against 
political machines and corruption in government, which was highly unusual for his time. During 
his terms, Cleveland was known for his conservative fiscal policies. He advocated for lower tariffs, 
sound money (gold standard), and a limited role for the federal government in economic affairs. 
Cleveland was known for his independent stance within his own party, the Democrats. He often 
went against party lines, which sometimes made him unpopular with certain factions of the 
Democratic Party but earned him respect for his integrity. 

These aspects make Grover Cleveland a particularly interesting and unique figure in the 
annals of American presidential history. His legacy includes a commitment to honesty, fiscal 
conservatism, and a somewhat contentious relationship with his own party’s policies. 
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