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Sister White identifies the soon-coming Sunday law as the “sign,” that was typified by the armies
of Rome encompassing Jerusalem in the year 66, and in doing so, she identifies a class who have
eyes that see not, and ears that hear not.

“Eternity stretches before us. The curtain is about to be lifted. We who occupy this solemn,
responsible position, what are we doing, what are we thinking about, that we cling to our
selfish love of ease, while souls are perishing around us? Have our hearts become utterly
callous? Cannot we feel or understand that we have a work to do for the salvation of others?
Brethren, are you of the class who having eyes see not, and having ears hear not? Is it in vain
that God has given you a knowledge of His will? Is it in vain that He has sent you warning
after warning? Do you believe the declarations of eternal truth concerning what is about to
come upon the earth, do you believe that God’s judgments are hanging over the people, and
can you still sit at ease, indolent, careless, pleasure loving?

“It is no time now for God’s people to be fixing their affections or laying up their treasure in
the world. The time is not far distant, when, like the early disciples, we shall be forced to seek
a refuge in desolate and solitary places. As the siege of Jerusalem by the Roman armies was
the signal for flight to the Judean Christians, so the assumption of power on the part of our
nation in the decree enforcing the papal sabbath will be a warning to us. It will then be time to
leave the large cities, preparatory to leaving the smaller ones for retired homes in secluded
places among the mountains.” Testimonies, volume 5, 464.

The soon coming Sunday law in the United States is the warning signal (sign), “to leave the large
cities, preparatory to leaving the smaller ones for retired homes in secluded places among the
mountains.” Laodicean Adventism is largely unaware that the Sunday law crisis in the United
States, fulfills the “sign” spoken of in The Great Controversy. It is typified by the “sign” at the
beginning of the three and a half years. The “sign” which was fulfilled in the first siege of
Jerusalem that was brought in the year 66, and it typifies the “ensign” that is lifted up at the
soon-coming Sunday law.

The actual destruction of Jerusalem was accomplished by Titus in the year 70 AD, and the siege of
Titus had been first typified in the 66 AD siege of Cestius, for Jesus always illustrates the end of a
thing with the beginning of a thing. It was the beginning siege of Cestius that was the “sign” to flee
that Jesus had given, not the siege of Titus. One was the siege at the beginning, the other was the
siege at the end.



“Not one Christian perished in the destruction of Jerusalem. Christ had given His disciples
warning, and all who believed His words watched for the promised sign. ‘When ye shall see
Jerusalem compassed with armies,’ said Jesus, ‘then know that the desolation thereof is nigh.
Then let them which are in Judea flee to the mountains; and let them which are in the midst of
it depart out.’ Luke 21:20, 21. After the Romans under Cestius had surrounded the city, they
unexpectedly abandoned the siege when everything seemed favorable for an immediate attack.
The besieged, despairing of successful resistance, were on the point of surrender, when the
Roman general withdrew his forces without the least apparent reason. But God’s merciful
providence was directing events for the good of His own people. The promised sign had been
given to the waiting Christians, and now an opportunity was offered for all who would, to obey
the Saviour’s warning. Events were so overruled that neither Jews nor Romans should hinder
the flight of the Christians. Upon the retreat of Cestius, the Jews, sallying from Jerusalem,
pursued after his retiring army; and while both forces were thus fully engaged, the Christians
had an opportunity to leave the city. At this time the country also had been cleared of enemies
who might have endeavored to intercept them. At the time of the siege, the Jews were
assembled at Jerusalem to keep the Feast of Tabernacles, and thus the Christians throughout
the land were able to make their escape unmolested. Without delay they fled to a place of
safety—the city of Pella, in the land of Perea, beyond Jordan.” The Great Controversy, 30.

The siege of Jerusalem by Cestius in the year 66 fulfilled the warning “sign” which Christ had
recorded for the Christians of that history, but the siege of Titus in 70 AD provided no “sign” to
flee. In that siege there were no Christians left in the city, and that last siege led to the destruction
of Jerusalem, and in the destruction of Jerusalem “not one Christian perished,” for the Christians
had fled at the beginning of the history.

“The Jewish forces, pursuing after Cestius and his army, fell upon their rear with such
fierceness as to threaten them with total destruction. It was with great difficulty that the
Romans succeeded in making their retreat. The Jews escaped almost without loss, and with
their spoils returned in triumph to Jerusalem. Yet this apparent success brought them only evil.
It inspired them with that spirit of stubborn resistance to the Romans which speedily brought
unutterable woe upon the doomed city.

“Terrible were the calamities that fell upon Jerusalem when the siege was resumed by Titus.
The city was invested at the time of the Passover, when millions of Jews were assembled
within its walls.” The Great Controversy, 31.

From the feast of Tabernacles in the year 66 unto the Passover in the year 70 is three and a half
years, which prophetically is twelve hundred and sixty days. From the year 66 to the year 70 pagan
Rome trampled down the sanctuary and host, just as papal Rome tread down the holy city for
forty-two months from the year 538 unto 1798.

But the court which is without the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it is given unto the
Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two months. Revelation 11:2.

Both pagan Rome and papal Rome trampled down Jerusalem for twelve hundred and sixty days
(years), thus identifying that modern Rome would trample down spiritual Jerusalem of the last



days for a symbolic period of twelve hundred and sixty days. That symbolic period would
commence at the soon-coming Sunday law in the United States, when the deadly wound is healed.

And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his deadly wound was healed: and
all the world wondered after the beast. And they worshipped the dragon which gave power
unto the beast: and they worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast? who is able
to make war with him? And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and
blasphemies; and power was given unto him to continue forty and two months. Revelation
13:3–5.

The symbolic forty-two months of papal persecution is the “hour,” of the Sunday law crisis. That
“hour” begins with a “sign” (the ensign), and ends with “signs.” The “sign” of the ensign at the
Sunday law, will cause any Christians still in Babylon to flee to the glorious holy mountain that has
been exalted (lifted up) above the other hills.

And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be
established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations
shall flow unto it. And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the
mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and
we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from
Jerusalem. Isaiah 2:2, 3.

The flight from the cities at the decree enforcing Sunday worship was typified by both the flight of
the Christians in the year 66, and the flight of the church in the year 538 that fled into the
wilderness.

And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that they
should feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore days. Revelation 12:6.

The destruction of Jerusalem from the first siege to the last siege lasted three and a half years, but a
warning message of the coming destruction was given for seven years, three and a half years before
the first siege and three and a half years after.

“All the predictions given by Christ concerning the destruction of Jerusalem were fulfilled to
the letter. The Jews experienced the truth of His words of warning: ‘With what measure ye
mete, it shall be measured to you again.’ Matthew 7:2.

“Signs and wonders appeared, foreboding disaster and doom. In the midst of the night an
unnatural light shone over the temple and the altar. Upon the clouds at sunset were pictured
chariots and men of war gathering for battle. The priests ministering by night in the sanctuary
were terrified by mysterious sounds; the earth trembled, and a multitude of voices were heard
crying: ‘Let us depart hence.’ The great eastern gate, which was so heavy that it could hardly
be shut by a score of men, and which was secured by immense bars of iron fastened deep in the
pavement of solid stone, opened at midnight, without visible agency.—Milman, The History of
the Jews, book 13.



“For seven years a man continued to go up and down the streets of Jerusalem, declaring the
woes that were to come upon the city. By day and by night he chanted the wild dirge: ‘A voice
from the east! a voice from the west! a voice from the four winds! a voice against Jerusalem
and against the temple! a voice against the bridegrooms and the brides! a voice against the
whole people!’—Ibid. This strange being was imprisoned and scourged, but no complaint
escaped his lips. To insult and abuse he answered only: ‘Woe, woe to Jerusalem!’ ‘woe, woe to
the inhabitants thereof!’ His warning cry ceased not until he was slain in the siege he had
foretold.” The Great Controversy, 29, 30.

The final destruction of literal Jerusalem in the year 70 was preceded by “signs and wonders”
which identified “disaster and doom.” The warning “signs” were manifested for three and a half
years before the first siege and for the three and a half years that led to the destruction. The “signs”
(in the plural) that identified the coming destruction was not the “sign” of warning to flee, but a
pronouncement of the imminent close of probation.

In the trampling down of spiritual Jerusalem from 538 to 1798, the “sign” of warning to flee, was
when the abomination of desolation was when “that man of sin” was “revealed,” as “the son of
perdition; Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so
that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God.”

When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet,
stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand.) Matthew 24:15.

When the Christians of that history recognized that “sign” they fled into the wilderness for twelve
hundred and sixty years.

“It required a desperate struggle for those who would be faithful to stand firm against the
deceptions and abominations which were disguised in sacerdotal garments and introduced into
the church. The Bible was not accepted as the standard of faith. The doctrine of religious
freedom was termed heresy, and its upholders were hated and proscribed.

“After a long and severe conflict, the faithful few decided to dissolve all union with the
apostate church if she still refused to free herself from falsehood and idolatry. They saw that
separation was an absolute necessity if they would obey the word of God. They dared not
tolerate errors fatal to their own souls, and set an example which would imperil the faith of
their children and children’s children. To secure peace and unity they were ready to make any
concession consistent with fidelity to God; but they felt that even peace would be too dearly
purchased at the sacrifice of principle. If unity could be secured only by the compromise of
truth and righteousness, then let there be difference, and even war.” The Great Controversy,
45.

Approaching the conclusion of the twelve hundred and sixty years of papal persecution there were
“signs” (in the plural), and as with the “signs” at the end of the twelve hundred and sixty days that
pagan Rome trampled down literal Jerusalem; those “signs” were not signs to flee.

“The Saviour gives signs of His coming, and more than this, He fixes the time when the first of
these signs shall appear: ‘Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be



darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the
powers of the heavens shall be shaken: and then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in
heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man
coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And He shall send His angels with
a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together His elect from the four winds, from
one end of heaven to the other.’

“At the close of the great papal persecution, Christ declared, the sun should be darkened, and
the moon should not give her light. Next, the stars should fall from heaven. And He says,
‘Learn a parable of the fig tree; When his branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye
know that summer is nigh: so likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things, know that He is
near, even at the doors.’ Matthew 24:32, 33, margin.

“Christ has given signs of His coming. He declares that we may know when He is near, even at
the doors. He says of those who see these signs, ‘This generation shall not pass, till all these
things be fulfilled.’ These signs have appeared. Now we know of a surety that the Lord’s
coming is at hand. ‘Heaven and earth shall pass away,’ He says, ‘but My words shall not pass
away.’” The Desire of Ages, 631, 632.

When “the three and half years of Jerusalem being trampled down” by papal Rome was ending
there was a series of “signs,” which identified the coming of Christ and ushered in the Millerite
history. Millerite history is to be repeated to the very letter in the last days. Those “signs,” which
appeared at “the close of the great papal persecution,” had been typified by “signs” that appeared
as the closing of the three and a half years of the trampling down of Jerusalem from the year 66 to
70 by pagan Rome. Therefore, based upon two witnesses there will be a “sign” of the ensign which
is lifted up at the hour of the great earthquake which is the sign of warning to flee in the history of
modern Rome, and there will also be “signs” in the plural which occur at the closing of modern
Rome’s period of persecution in the last days.

We will continue this study in the next article.

“Read the 21st chapter of Luke. In it Christ gives the warning, ‘Take heed to yourselves, lest at
any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this life,
and so that day come upon you unawares. For as a snare shall it come on all them that dwell on
the face of the whole earth. Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted
worthy to escape all these things, and to stand before the Son of man’ (Luke 21:34–36).

“The signs of the times are fulfilling in our world, yet the churches generally are represented as
slumbering. Shall we not take warning from the experience of the foolish virgins, who when
the call came, ‘Behold the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him,’ found that they had no
oil in their lamps? And while they went to buy oil, the bridegroom went in to the marriage
supper with the wise virgins, and the door was shut. When the foolish virgins reached the
banqueting hall, they received an unexpected denial. The master of the feast declared, ‘I know
you not.’ They were left standing without in the empty street, in the blackness of the night.”
Manuscript Releases, volume 15, 229.


